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This popular “Waist- 
band Holster’ features 
an integral thumb- 
snap, a specially 
shaped welt for maxi- 
mum gun support, 
and full coverage 
styling for maximum 
pistol protection. A 
heavy-duty spring 
steel clip fits belts to 
1-3/4" 


Available suede lined 
The "Shadow’” is the 
ultimate “Slide all 
holster. Widely spac 
slots provide stability, 
thumbsnap and closed 
. muzzle for safety and 
‘ce a) protection, specially 
molded for comfort. 


Bianchi International offers the world’s finest line of 
high performance concealment holsters skillfully en- 
gineered for maximum comfort, safety, and durability 
while providing the ultimate in invisability. In 1984 
Bianchi continues its tradition as the “Master of Gun 
Concealment” with state of the art product im- 
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The world’s most 
popular and versatile 
shoulder holster re- 
turns with a standard, 
removable safety strap 
for all sizes. Its patent- 
ed design permits a 
‘variety of adjustments 
for a precise fit. 


Send $1.00 for a complete 
full-color pocket edition 
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Dept. SOF | 6/84, 
Temecula, | California 
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EDITOR’S NOTE 


HILE Nazi Germany prepared for war and spread its power across 

Europe, the United States and the civilized nations of Europe 
observed the letter of international law. This prompted Winston Churchill 
to comment: “It would not be right or rational that the aggressor powers 
should gain one set of advantages by tearing up all laws and another set by 
sheltering behind the innate respect for law of their opponents. Human- 
ity, rather than legality, must be our guide.” 

Those who invoke legalism and moral abstractions against our modest 
efforts to thwart Cuban and Nicaraguan aggression in Central America 
have forgotten Churchill’s wise words and some more recent catas- 
trophes. We heard the same moral outrage that is directed against our 
efforts to subvert the Cuban and Nicaraguan campaign against El Salva- 
dor, Honduras and Guatemala when it was suggested that we should 
defend the Shah of Iran against the Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini and 
again when there was a possibility of resisting Syrian designs in Lebanon. 

The result in each case, from the 1930s to the 1980s, was a drastic 
increase in lawlessness and an increased risk to civilized nations. Those 
who clamor for an end to our efforts in Central America are part of that 
undistinguished tradition. 

By what moral standard can it be right to give the Cuban and Nicaraguan 
communists a free hand in Central America, while withholding support 
from their democratic opponents? If we are serious about our support for 
the fledgling democratic revolution in Central America — a revolution 
that has removed military regimes in El Salvador and Honduras and 
replaced them with democratically elected governments — then we must 
help the democrats fight against their totalitarian enemies. 

It is often said that we have no right to attempt to bring down the 
Nicaraguan government. But in some cases it is moral to attempt to 
destroy a sovereign state. This is not an abstract question, any more than 
it was in the 1930s and 1940s when Prussian officers proposed to bring 
down Hitler. 

Do the Sandinistas and the Cubans have the right to arm, train and 
command a guerrilla army with which to invade El Salvador? Are they 
within their rights when they organize a vast drug- and arms-running 
network to finance their terrorists and guerrillas, flooding our country 
with narcotics? 

Should we and our friends stand by in legalistic paralysis while Nicar- 
agua builds an army that is larger than the combined forces of the rest of 
Central America? 

I believe that, just as it is morally right for us to exert all possible 
leverage to eliminate the Salvadoran death squads and bring the murder- 
ers of U.S. citizens to justice, we are right to join in the fight against the 
Cubans and the Sandinistas. If the war against them is lost, democracy is 
doomed in Central America. 

Just as it was morally right and strategically prudent to combat Hitler 
from the start, rather than wait for him to declare war on us, soit is morally 
and strategically sound to take our stand now, rather than wait for the 
Soviet proxies to arrive at our borders. 

Michael A. Ledeen is senior fellow in international affairs at the Center 
for Strategic and International Studies at Georgetown University. 
“Copyright© 1984 by The New York Times Company. Reprinted by per- 
mission.” 
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DEAD CLIENTS DON’T PAY 
The Bodyguard’s Manual 
by Leroy Thompson 

Now, learn the business of body- 
guarding like it really is! Topics in- 
clude checking for auto tampering, 
home and office security, weapons’ 
selection, assessing the threats and 
more. Ifiustrations detail car and 
grounds security. Here are the 
glamour, the guns, the facts of the 
trade, 5% x 8%, softcover, 120 pp. 
$10.00 


DEAD CLIENTS 
DON'T PAY 


CRISIS PREPAREDNESS HANDBOOK 
A Comprehensive Guide to Home Storage 

and Physical Survival 

by Jack A. Spigarelli 
In this uncertain world, you must be prepared for anything. 
And the Crisis Preparedness Handbook ensures that you 
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SECRETS OF THE NINJA 
by Ashida Kim 
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For those of you who are wondering about those 
numbers preceded by either FSN or NSN, these 
represent Federal Stock Number & NATO Stock 
Number, respectively. These are the numbers the 
Government orders from! It guarantees 

the Real McCoy, not a copy! 


MILITARY 
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if not certain about size, send measurements. 
CIBRITISH ARMY TYPE COMBAT SWEATER $19.95 
Reinforced shoulders & elbows, available in 
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washable acrylic. No Itching 
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100% cotton, 2 pocket shirt & 4 pocket pants 
THE FOLLOWING FATIGUES are reinforced at all 
stress points — knees, backside, elbows, etc. Made 
of heavy duty construction, 50% cotton/50% nylon. 
Jackets have 4 pockets, pants have 6 pockets with 
adjustable waist straps, belt loops and ankle draw 
strings. 
(DAY DESERT CAMOUFLAGE $49.95/set 
FATIGUES Latest Issue. FSN 8415-01-102-6766 
S, M, L, add $4.00 for XL. 
(DAY DESERT PANTS or JACKET ONLY $28.95 ea 
S, M, L, add $2.00 for XL 
O) WOODLAND CAMOUFLAGE $49.95/set 
FATIGUES Latest Issue. FSN 8415-01-084~1647 
S, M, L, add $4.00 for XL 
(1) WOODLAND CAMOUFLAGE $28.95 ea 
PANTS or JACKET S, M, L, add $2.00 for XL 
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FATIGUES 


OOD. GREEN RIP-STOP FATIGUES 
S, M, L, add $2.00 for XL 
USMC Issue, cotton/niylon, FSN 8415- 
00-935-4708. S, M, L, add $4.00 for XL 
OOD, GREEN RIP-STOP $26.95 ea 
PANTS OR JACKETS ONLY 100% COTTON 
[J M-65 WOODLAND CAMOUFLAGE 
FIELD JACKET ALL SIZE SALE 
Outer shell 50% cotton/50% nylon, lining is 
100% cotton, Hideaway hood in collar, waist 
drawstring, heavy duty brass zipper. 
FSN 8415-00-782-2943 XS, S, M, L, XL 
(0 M-65 FIELD JACKET, ORIGINAL G.1., $49.95 
O.D. GREEN WOODLAND OR DESERT TAN 
Don’t confuse w/older types. Latest G.I. issue 
nylon/cotton construction and quarpel water 
repellent (only available to U.S, Govt.) All jack- 
ets have hideaway zipper hood. FSN B415- 
00- 782-2939. XS, S, M, L, add $5.00 for XL. 
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$49.95/set 
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OOMA-I U.S.A.F FLYING JACKET $44.95 
Nylon Shell w/reversible international orange 
lining. Two inner & two outer pockets, zipped 
pocket & pen holders on left sieeve. Knit col- 
lar, cuffs & waistband. Specify black or sage 
green. FSN 1615-522-6014. Sizes XS, S. M, L, 
add $5.00 for XL. 
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OM-65 LINERS $19.95 
New, quilted cold weather liners, latest Govt. 
issue. XS, S, M, L, add $2.00 for XL. 

OOG.L-RAIN PONCHO O.D. GREEN 

(G.l, CAMOUFLAGE PONCHO LINERS 


$19.95 
$29.95 


af [)“BOONIES” ORIGINAL G.I. 
Zi CAMO JUNGLE HAT 

ap Me: o/ With large brass screen vents. 
AN ge ao Specify: Wood- land, Day Desert, 


BF o0 Green or USMC Camo rip-stop. 

; Sizes; 7, 7%, 7¥2, 7¥%4 $11.95 

(N3B ARCTIC PARKA $99.00 
For extreme cold weather and tested in Alaska 
and arctic regions. These are not G,]. types or 
copies. Sage green color, cotton & nylon shell 
with synthetic fur hood. Storage pocket and 
pen holder on sieeve. Weighs 4 Ibs, FSN 
8415-899-0380. S, M, L, add $7.00 for XL. 
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(ON2B ARCTIC PARKA $79.95 
Thé.ultimate cold weather jacket. Synthetic 
fur lined hood & trim. Sage green nylon shell 
w/elastic knit cuffs & waistband. Attached 
heavy hood that zips back for flat wear. FSN 
1615-524-3060. XS, §, M, L, add $5.00 for XL. 


COMBAT KNIVES & BAYONETS 


DIORIGINAL U.S. M 1943 MACHETE $13.00 
new with scabbard. 18” blade 

(USMC COMBAT KNIFE $22.00 
Parkerized 7” blade original G.t. 
with leather sheath. New 

OO US. AIRFORCE ISSUE PILOT SURVIVAL $19.50 


KNIFE, NEW Complete with sharpening 
stone & leather scabbard. 5” blade 


LIGERBER MARK Ii SURVIVAL KNIFE $59.50 
double edged 6%" blade with leather scabbard 

(0 GERBER MARK II SURVIVAL KNIFE $76.50 
Same features as Mark Il. Also includes sharp- 
ening steel. 634” Blade 


1 GERBER MARK Ii WITH BLACKENED $64.50 
6%" BLADE Includes leather scabbard 
(0 GERBER MARK | SURVIVAL KNIFE $49.50 


€omés with combination boot/belt scabbard, 
quick release strap & double edged tempered 
4%" diade. 

(COLT M7 AR15/M16 BAYONET 
‘& MBA! SCABBARD 
Blade length 4/ belt attach., sure-grip handie 
with COLT markings 


GUN BOOKS & MILITARY MANUAL 


OUS. RIFLE M14, R. BLAKE STEVENS $34.95 
340 PGS. HARDCOVER, illustrated. 
Covers complete evolution of M-14 
from initial M-1 Garand modifications 
to the specialized M-21 sniper rifles. p 
(OSPECIAL FORCES OPERATIONS FM-31-21 $5.00 
227 PGS. Complete field manual, illustrated. 


$29.95 


Our usual low prices and great service have 
made it necessary to expand our warehouse to 
bring you more of what you want! Thanks 
again! 


CISWAT TEAM MANUAL FM-1698, 
134 PGS. Operational procedures, tactics 
and theories for SWAT operations, illustrated. 
DOJUNGLE OPERATIONS FM-31-35 $5.95 
114 PGS. Complete manual for tactical 
operations in jungle areas, illustrated. 


$12.00 
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KAREN PRICE 
FORMERLY 

MISS FEB. 1981 

Now available and 
Suitable for framing. 
Hang her up for just 
$2.50 plus $1.00 postage. 
+ handling. Order Now. 


(OO M1 — CARBINE MANUAL, 
TM-9-1276 178 PGS. 
Covers M1, MIA, M2, & M3. Profusely illustrated. 

CO M1— GARAND MANUAL, 74 PGS. $4.00 
TM-9-1005-222-35 Covers .30 cal M1, MIC 
& MID sniper models, illustrated. 

OOMI6AI COLT FACTORY 
MAINTENANCE & REPAIR MANUAL 
Over 50 pgs. This original colt manual covers 
maintenance, disassembly, cleaning, inspec- 
tion & repair of rifle and bayonet. Spare parts, 
tools & accessories. 


$5.95 


CO M16 RIFLE 5.56 CAL. MANUAL, $5.00 
TM-9-1005-22-34 55 Pgs. Illustrated direct 
and general support technical manual. 

OOM16 RIFLE 5.56 CAL. MANUAL, $3.50 


TM-9-1005-249-12 55 Pgs. Illustrated operator 
& organizational maintenance manual. 
DOOM14 7.62 CAL. G.I. TECHNICAL $4.00 
MANUAL, TM-9-1005-223-35 65 PGS. illustrated. 
OOFN LIGHT AUTOMATIC RIFLE, FACTORY $5.95 
MANUAL, 129 PGS, IIlustrated manual 
includes 14" x 20” exploded parts view, 
(VIET CONG BOOBYTRAPS, MINESAND $8.00 
MINE WARFARE TECHNIQUES. Illustrated 
Pub. by Department of the Army. TC5-31 69 Pgs. 


SCOPES & MOUNTS 


CIAIMPOINT ELECTRONIC SIGHT MKIII $159.00 
Includes 2 polarizing filters and variable in- 
tensity aiming point. No magnification, para!- 
lex-free. Just point & pull. Calf about mounts. 


OOCOLT AR15/M16 SCOPE MOUNT $14.95 
w/t" RINGS Installs in Seconds 

DOOCOLT ARI5/M16 MOUNT WITH $54.95 
BUSHNELL 4X SCOPE Includes Rings 

DOARI5/MI6 MOUNT WITH BUSHNELL $67.95 
3 X 9 VARIABLE SCOPE Includes Rings 

(1 M-1i CARBINE SCOPE MOUNT $18.95 


WAI" RINGS No drilling or tapping, 
all steel construction 
3x9 BUSHNELL SCOPE 


OOM-! CARBINE MOUNT W/BUSHNELL $55.95 
4 X SCOPE Rings Incl. 
OOM-1 CARBINE MOUNT W/BUSHNELL 
3 X 9 VARIABLE SCOPE Rings Incl. $68.95 
OCIORIGINAL COLT ARI5/MI16 3 X 20 $159.00 
SCOPE, NEW Installs in Seconds 
DO ORIGINAL COLT AR15/M16 4 X 20 $180.00 
SCOPE, NEW 
DUARMALITE AR-180 SCOPE MOUNT $49.95 
Instantly attaches to dovetail. no screws, 
clamps or other parts 
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UNIQUE ACCESSORIES 


For the Outdoorsman 


0 UZ!, MAC’S, MP-5, 28" length 
DO COLT GOV'T MODEL or C.C. 
DISLEEPING BAGS, BRAND NEW, 
1983 ISSUE 14°F to 45°F 
GI M1949 mountain sleeping bags, summer 
weight. 100% feather filled. FSN 8465-7855 
OISLEEPING BAG COVERS 
CONEW M17 GAS MASK 
Only 2 Ibs., complete CBR capabilities, excel- 
lent peripheral vision from large wraparound 
lenses, six adjustable head straps, G.I. issue. 


$9.95 


OUUS. AIR FORCE FISHING 
SURVIVAL KIT 4%2" x 2%" x 1" 
FSN 7810-558-2685 for fresh or salt water fish- 
ing. Includes: Instruction booklet, watertight 
plastic case, 8 assorted flies, 2 treble hooks, 
Straight shank hook, assorted leader packed, 
18 & 63 Ib. nylon lines, assorted hooks, nee- 
dies, 8 — size 3 safety pins, 6 assorted spin- 
ners, baby copper, large chrome and red & 
white spoons. Illustration of leader knots & 
hitches, and a razor blade. 

[LJRUGER 10/22 50 Rd. magazine- 
SAVE $3,00— 

Lightweight, manufactured by Mitchell 


$16.95 


$29.95 


20600685cs000ssggui 
( COMBAT/CONCEALMENT HOLSTER— $14.95 | LJEXTRAMI7 FILTER SETS, Black Ring $14.95 pr. 


DON HUME MODEL Ii — SAVE $10.00 — 
Fits all .45 autos & Browning Hi-Powers, all 
leather. 

(3 1%" LEATHER MILITARY SLINGS $15.95 ea 
Solid brass fittings, pre-oiled-finish, saddle 
leather, fits: M-1 Garand, M14 [MIA], US. 
M1917 Enfield, Springfield OA & A3, 
Johnson Semi-Auto, Win 97, Win M-12 

CILSA WEAPONS OIL, CASE SPECIAL 


(1M1911/A1 .45 AUTO, FIELD 
MAINTENANCE KIT 
Genuine G.L carrying case 6¥2” x 242" con- 
tains eight parts most commonly needed to 
keep your .45 shooting. Firing pin, extractor, 
magazine, firing pin spring, ejector, sear spring, 
recoil spring & combo tool. Moisture resistant 
packaged & attaches to web gear. 


$24.95 


$29.99 


| pe I aalnef | 
of 24 — 40Z. BOTTLES — SAVE $19.00 Yours FREE 

(CO CHAPMAN GUN SCREWDRIVER KIT $19.95 I F with any i 

Made of chrome nickel I rder I 

molybdenum alloy i over $75. fj 

steel, 2 phillips bits, | waterproof, i 

handle, ratchet and allen J military | 

hex 12 interchangeable i PsN aR 1 

bits w/paralle! sides, duffle | 


adapter. 10-1/4" x 5-3/4 
[| 


[1 M16/AR15 SURVIVAL EMERGENCY KIT $48.95 


OOCANTEENS, O.D. GREEN PLASTIC, $7.95 ea This kit comes packaged same as above & in- 
ORIG. G.I. with O.D. Green nylon cover cludes an extractor, extractor spring, extractor 
OG). TYPE COLLAPSIBLE SHOVEL $12.95 pin, ejector, ejector spring, ejector pin, gas 


W/NEOPRENE COVER 
232" fully extended, 9” folded, fits in a pack or 
knapsack or on web gear. 
0 ORIGINAL U.S. ARMY 
FLASHLIGHTS 
2 cell, Extra H.D. flashlight. O.D. color, water- 
tight, belt clip, spare bulb and 3 extra lenses. 
Batt. not included. FSN 6230-264-8261 
DOG. LENSATIC COMPASS 
Comes with neck strap & 
G.I. nylon carrying case. 
FSN 6605-151-5337 
$34.95 


oe o 
ae 
oe vt 


tings (3 each}, firing pin, firing pin ret. pin, 
disconnect, disconnect spring, trigger pin, G.I. 
carrying case. Buy now and save $10.00. 
()M-16/Al UPPER RECEIVER, NOW $99.00 
SAVE $10.00 
Complete with forward assist plunger assem- 
bly {latest tear drop type) installs on any ARIS 
sporter, without machining. Original colt, be- 
ware of imitations! 
(M-16/A2 ROUND ASSAULT 
HANDGUARDS for ARIS 
Similar to CARI5/shorty grips. These are 
round, ribbed and won't crack, chip or scratch 
like original beavertail types. Come complete 
with heat shields and instructions. Lifetime 
Guaranty From MFG. 


$5.95 ea or $30.00/6 


$24.95 


OUS. M7 LEATHER 45 AUTO 
SHOULDER HOLSTER 
Black color — Rt. hand only, also fits Browning 
Hi-Power and S&W M-39. Brand new. Orig. 
G.l. PSN 1095-973-2353 


MISCELLANEOUS 


COMILITARY STYLE GUN CARRYING CASES 
Heavy Duty , water repellent, mildew resistant. 
O.D. green with black nylon web handles, 
zippered accessory pocket, fully padded with 
full length Heavy Duty self repairing zipper, 
lint-free Corduroy, 


$19.95 
OOMI6/Ai MAINTENANCE KIT $10.95 
All materials brand new Gi. issue. includes: 
new carrying case, tooth brush, bottle LSA oil, 
bore cleaner, cleaning rod, bore brush and 
chamber brush. 


CLIPS, MAGAZINES & POUCHES 


ALL ITEMS BRAND NEW 
DONEW GL. .45 
AUTO MAGS 
CO NEW G.I. CARBINE MAGAZINE POUCH $19.95 
w/4-30 SHOT MAGS. 
DIARIS/M16 30 RD. 3- MAGAZINE POUCH $6.95 
CARIS/M16 POUCH W/3-30 $23.95 
ROUND MAG. 
CU RUGER MINI! 14 30 RD. 
MAGAZINE, BLUE 
(RUGER MINI! 14 POUCH W/3-30 RD. 


$6.95 ea, $60.00/10 


$12.95 


MI ' 

o tee eae M-14/M1A, FN FAL $29.95 | AGS, BLUE 

CICOLT ARIS, HK 91/93 44” length s26.95| 0 ac ens paneer wey SSP 
[ICARI5, AR180, 36” length $24.95 : $49.00 
CUMINI 14, M1 CARBINE, apne) SUG) EN PAL MAGS. Wy sep FORCE 


DOBROWNING HI-POWER $11.00 ea, $19.95/2 


Rares) Feclangin 9MM 13 RD. MAGAZINE, STAINLESS STEEL 
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$22.50 


$59.95 


$14.95 
$74.95 


CO BROWNING HI-POWER $15.00 ea, $25.00/2 
9MM 13 RD. MAGAZINE, BLUED 

CIBROWNING HI-POWER $29.95 ea, $54.95/2 
9MM 21 RD. MAGAZINE, BLUED 


PACKS & WEB GEAR 


OO MECHANICS TOOL BAG $18.95 
O.D. canvas, masonite bottom, web handle. 

8 small inside pockets, 2 large outside divided 
pockets, brass zipper FSN 5140-00-324-4306 
dimen. 11"L x 6"W x 7"H. 

OTANKERS TOOL BAG, U.S.ARMY ISSUE $19.95 
Heavy duck canvas, O.D. green too! bag. Con- 
cealed H.D. zipper and web carrying handles. 
dimen. 20"L x 6”W x 10H. 

CUS. ARMY LC-1 (ALICE PACK} $59.95 
Brand new G.I. back pack designed to carry 
loads up to 50 Ibs. Complete with shoulder 
Straps, quick release buckles & attachment 
loops for carrying extra equipment. Water 
tepellent, rip stop nylon, O.D. green. 


DLC-2 STEEL & ALUMINUM 
PACK FRAMES 1982 issue, complete with 
padded shoulder straps & quick release 
attachments. Great for cargo transport. 
OULC-1 NYLON COMBAT HARNESS NOW $26.96 
ASSEMBLY SAVE $4.45 
Outfit consists of O.D. green suspenders, 
pistol belt, canteen cover and plastic canteen. 


All original G.f. issue. 
(1) COMPLETE LC-1 NYLON COMBAT $42.80 
HARNESS ASSEMBLY iaves!Ol 
Save $10.00, outfit includes: | pair adjustable 
LC-1 suspenders, | canteen with cover, 2 M16 
pouches (hold 3-30 rd. mags. each}, | pistol 
belt, 1 neoprene intrenching tool carrier and 
1 first aid dressing/compass case. 
CIPISTOL BELT WITH “SILENT” QUICK $11.95 
RELEASE BUCKLE Latest issue, O.D. green. 


CATALOG 


Everything is here, hard to 
find parts, accessories & 
gear. Please send a dollar 
(Refundable on first order} 
to cover our postage & 
handling. Catalog is free 
with order. 


ORDERING 


Minimum order is $10. All major credit cards, checks & 
money orders are accepted. Please write credit card in- 
formation down with signature and exp. date along 
with order on another sheet or xerox and use these 
Pages as your order form. Be sure to include the proper 
shipping, insurance & handling charges {see chart be- 
low). Calif. residents add 6/2% sales tax. If youre not 
sure about sizes send your measurements. Thank youl 


SHIPPING, HANDLING & INSURANCE 


AMOUNT 


Up to $15.00...... $2.50 | $76.00 to $99.00... .. 6.00 
$15.00 to $30.00... 3.00 | $100.00 to $150.00... 7.50 
$31.00 to $49.00... 4.00 | $151.00 to $200.00... 8.50 
$50.00 to $75.00... 5.00 


Shipping on orders $201.00 or more, and all foreign 
orders will be handled on a case-by-case basis. Toll Free 
for credit card orders only outside California. Callf. 
residents or for info. call 818-349-7600 


Send to: Sherwood Intemational 
18714 Parthenia St, SF 8 Norinidge, Califomia 91324 


800-4235237 


© 1984 Sherwood International 
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ONTRIBUTIONS 
TO FREEDOM... 
Sirs: 


gyou'd like to 
contratulate you on a fine 


job of keeping your readers 


informed on military and 
political situations in the 
hot spots around the world. 

I especially look forward 
to reading the Afghan 
Update. I feel these articles 
are precise and 
straightforward. Sometimes 
so straightforward that it 
hurts, as in ‘Afghanistan: 
After Five Years What 
Next?” (March ’84), It is 
difficult to express the 
remorse I felt for the 
Afghan who overheard our 
Great White Leader on the 
Voice of America saying 
help was on the way, but 
when he looked to the sky 
for the C-130s found only 
disappointment. 

I can’t speak for our 
nation as a whole, but as 
CO of the Texas Elite 
Force I can speak for our 
group. At each meeting 
donations are taken for the 
Afghan Freedom Fighters 
Fund. For every 25 cents 
in the “kitty” I match with 
one dollar as does our First 
Officer. Also 20 percent of 
our dues from each 
member goes to the Fund. 
This money is being put 
into a savings account until 
enough is saved up to do 
some good, at which time 
it will be forwarded to you 
for Afghanistan. I just hope 
that some part of it finds its 
way between some 
commie’s eyes. 

I know there are other 
groups such as ours out 
there who read SOF. | 
strongly urge them to do 
the same and help these 
people. The Afghans love 
freedom as much as we 
do. So for the sake of 
freedom, let’s help. 

Inshallah! God is 
bountiful. 

Richard M. Smith 
Kingsland, Texas 
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BY MINING NICARAGUAN 

HARBORS, THE UNITED STATES 

{S BLATANTLY INTERFERING 

INTHE AFFAIRS OF ANOTHER 
NATION... 


URMA 

VACATION... 
Sirs: 
I represent a group of Nam vets who want very 
much to organize a vacation package in 
Kawthoolei. We would like your assistance in 
contacting the Karen government. 

Three weeks, we pay our own expenses, 
including ordnance and munitions expended in 
their cause. 

My group consists of Ft. Benning-trained vets, 
many active Guard NCOs, mostly manied, 
church going, men with a positive itch to 
entertain a common enemy in combat. 

Our vacation together as an assault/support 
force will be made all the more memorable if we 
can arrange logistics with Gen. Bo Mya and his 
people. 

The basic decision to spend our vacation pay 
this particular way has already been made. We 
prefer to vacation with the Karens or Kachins, if 
you can assist us in making contact. 

Paul Ready 
Farmington, Arkansas 

Bad news! The Burmese have mounted their 
largest offensive in 30 years and have the Karens 
on the run. According to Jim Coyne, SOF 
correspondent in Bangkok, confidential sources 
predict the Burmese will completely destroy the 
Karens. 

The Burmese have committed 25 thousand 
troops. The Karens have lost all their base areas 
but one and only have 3,000 troops with no 
source of resupply. Thanks for your offer but it 
appears it’s ‘‘too little, too late.”” Another tragedy 
ignored by the world. —The Eds. 


MERICAN 
AFGHAN ACTION... 
Sirs: 

“Afghan 101” by Gregory D’Elia 
and Charles Bork (SOF, January 
*84) vividly portrays the heroic 
miracle of the Afghan guerrillas in 
holding the Soviets to a standoff for 
four years. This miracle is more 
amazing considering the 
shortcomings in U.S. aid to the 
mujahideen which were pointed out 
in the article. 

D’Elia and Bork report a leak in 
Washington that said the 
administration has stepped up 
assistance to the guerrillas. 
According to resistance sources, 
however, this “increase” in aid last 
April was the only significant arms 
delivery the Afghans received in 
1983. Although government sources 
claim the U.S. taxpayer shells out $7 
million a year for the U.S. covert 
paramilitary operation to aid the 
mujahideen, field verification of 
covert deliveries over the past two 
years prove that a shockingly small 
fraction of the program’s budget is 
translated into arms for the 
guerrillas. 

The quality of arms received by 
the partisans through the U.S. covert 
paramilitary operation has been no 
better. Deliveries of highly 
inaccurate, Soviet-made mortars, 
faulty munitions, mines with their 
arming devices removed and 
Soviet-made surface-to-air missiles, 
have proven worthless on the 
battlefield, according to former 
Special Forces A-Team leader 
Andrew Eiva who has worked with 
the Afghan resistance inside 
Afghanistan and in the United States 
for several years. 

A growing interest in Congress 
over the ineffective aid to the 
Afghan guerrillas prompted six 
Congressmen to check on these 
reports in the Pakistani/Afghan 
border area with resistance leaders 
in August 1983. Several weeks later, 
a number of Congressmen 
requested a briefing by Under 
Secretary of State Eagleburger to 
explain the U.S. government's 
apparent lack of success with their 
covert assistance to the Afghans. 

In the ensuing weeks, Senator 
Paul Tsongas (D-Mass) and 
Representative Don Ritter (R-Pa) led 
100 Democrat and 83 Republican 
Congressmen in a resolution 
advising the President that “‘it would 
be indefensible to provide the 
freedom fighters with only enough 
aid to fight and die but not enough 


Continued on page 97 
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Here is our selection of folding and 
fixed-blade knives. All of the knives 
shown here have blades made of rust- 
resistant surgical steel, better known as 
440-C steel—the finest steel available 
on the knife market. This steel takes a 
razor-sharp edge and will hold it for a 
long time. (Rockwell hardness in 
C-scale rated at 57-59). We have, 
without a doubt, the best quality knives 
for the money in the United States to- 
day. Furthermore, our prices are 
20-40% lower than the manufacturer’s 
prices. Shop by mail... it saves you 
time and money. 


(A) Manila Folder.® Originated in the Philippine 
islands and has been the traditional style of that 
country for decades. This one was improved with 
surgical steel blade and a new biade style (half 
front has double edge). Hotd one of the handie 
parts and move the wrist in a circular motion and 


the parts will fly open and form themselves into ar, 


open knive. 5” closed. Solid brass handles. 
(Mfrs. List 40.00)..........2« dates scenes severe GP 2O0OO. 


(B) Wrist Flicker. Same mechanism as Manila 
Folder® but with chrome plated cast handle, in 
two sizes: Spectat offer! Get both at $30.00 

5” closed (Mfrs. List 21.95).........c.6000 4002-9 16,85 
4” closed (Mfrs. List 19.95).........cs0éseees $14.85 


(C) Cho, 5” closed, another style in the same con- 
cept, blackened cast metal handle and teflon- 
coated surgical steel blade............ 


(D) The feast expensive model in this style, with 
durable polypropylene handie (red, blue, or: 
yellow), stainless steel blade... secre $5.00 
(E) Survival Knife with camouflage pattern han- 
die and leather scabbard. Patterned, gunbilued 
surgical steel blade. Steel handie has a storage 
space for survival necessities. The steel screw- 
cap is water tight and can be used as.a hammer, 
Overall length 9%”. (Matches not included.) 
(Mfrs aist(88:00)%::.t.:..:.;cmeameeerentysccres. $30.00 


(F) Kangaroo Knife, 64” overall length, double- 
edged biade. Has an all stainless steel multi- 
purpase 4%” knife hidden in the wooden handle. 
Complete with clip sheath for belt or boot, Both 
blades are 440C surgical steel. 

(Mfrs. List 90.00).,....6c::..cccsesrserecetereereesee 25,00 


(G) Boot Knife. 10%" overall, 5” blade, an extra 
thick and strong spine for good leverage. Dark 
ebonywood handle with solid brass bolster and 
batt. Complete with leather sheath with metal clip 
forbootor belttecr suc: leerners ame $15.00% 


(H) New! Ultra Lite® Boot Knife. A teflon-coated ” 
surgical steel blade, with a non-slip surface han- 
die made of oxidized cast aluminum. 9” overalt. 
Complete with leather belt/boot sheath with metal 
clip. Introductory price! $15.00 (Mfrs. List 19.95) 
Also in stock (not shown) with bright finished 
blade at $13.50. 

(l) Smoky Mountain Slim. New addition to Smoky 
Mountain Knife series. 634” doubled-edged 
blade. The handle is made from non-slip cast 
aluminum. Complete with sheath. This style of 
knife is called a ladie’s garter dirk or sleeve knife. 


(Mfrs. List 15.98).......,...+ iceesetee Detar cess $12.00: 
(K) Pony Knife, 3” closed, with back-lock and 
QbONY WOO HANIEC....-..c.csrsereseranenssengeoesre $6.85 


Also available (not shown) Pony if with amber 
handle $7.85; Pony Ill simulated pear! handle 
$7.85. 


(L) Famous Wonder Knife, 11-implément, 
stainless steel, 312” closed..$5.00 or 3 for $10.00 
(M) Combination Buckle and Lock-Back Knife, 
3-1/8" closed, with smocthbone on one side. 
Knife has a clip on the back that locks it securely 
into the.buckie.. Patent Pending. (Mfrs. List 21.95) 
secrete lettttscsceseraetiorsSitessuscsccarnstoetere ne BOs OO 


(N) 100% Surgical Steel Knife, with back-lock 
device, 22” closed. Light, durable, just right size 


tO CaLrY IN YOU POCKEL......-.sceeserrreressesecetaees $5.85 
(O)} My Gun (with skeleton), Express yourself 
with a buckle, made of pewter,...-..cssoresereres $5.00 
or 4 for $15.00. 


(P) Little Derringer Knife with key chain and ring, 
1%” closed. (Our catalog price $3.85.) et) 
price from this ad only cabasetaereeiaadt $2.50 
(Q) Survival Tool, credit card sized with vinyl 
case. Complete survival system. Give the out- 
doorsman 40 ways to stay alive! With instructions 
acddbataesuskemeentttis netarts ks Mate te $8,00 or 2 for $12.00 


Leather belt sheaths for folding knives are $3.50 
each for models A, B, C, D, L; $2.50 each for 
models K, N; and Leather pocket pouches are 
$1.00 each for models K, N, P.. 


=f Order $20.00 or over, we will send 

you a 4-piece Steak Knife Set with 

sainiese steel blades, absolutely free. This is our 
get acquainted offer. 


ve de 


7 
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HOW TO ORDER; List the items you want and 
| send check or money order for immediate 
| shipment. Please add $1.50 for postage and 

handling (per order of any size). Be sure to 

give your street address, as we ship U.P.S. 

wherever possible. IL customers add 6% tax. 

You can charge to your MASTERCARD or 

VISA. Send us the card number and the ex- 
| piration date afong with your signature, Send | 
order to: 

Ballard Cutlery, Dept. SOF-8 
| 1495 Brummel Avenue 
Elk Grove Village, Hlinois 60007 


Send $1.00 for 64-page knife catatog. 
Free with order. 


COUNTERFEIT GUNS exact size work. 


ING METAL MODELS THAT LOOK, FEEL, WEIGH AND 

HANDLE LIKE THE DRIGINALS. CAN BE ‘'FIELD-STRIPPED."” 

CANNOT BE MADE TO FIRE REAL BULLETS. DELIVERED 
= : FULLY 


SAFE] Waa r sa ASSEMBLED 


FOR 
DISPLAY 
M1921 


THOMPSON 
C01S-81-700 


‘STAGE PROP GUNS’ 


GOV'T. .45 
AUTOMATIC 
C01U-81-300 


GERMAN 
P-08 
PARABELLUM 


C016-81-200 CANNOT 


BE MADE 
TO FIRE! 


SEND FOR 
FREE COLOR 
CATALOG OF 
OVER 50 
MODEL GUNS 


MILITARY KNIVES QUALITY REPRODUC- 


TIONS OF FAMOUS, HISTORICAL EDGED WEAPONS AND 
MILITARY KNIVES. 


U.S. M3 FIGHTING KNIFE. 
CO7U-40-048 


FUDAN SYKES COMMANDO KNIFE 
C078-40-0 


FREE COLOR CATALOG SHOWS OVER 50 DIFFERENT TYPES 
OF EDGED WEAPONRY FROM BATTLE AXES TO SAMURAI 
SWORDS TO FULL-SIZE SUITS OF ARMOUR. 

PERFECT REPLICAS 


bape & BADGE HIGHEST QUALITY. 


THIS “RUPTURED DUCK”? IS 
MADE FROM ORIGINAL DIES. 
U.S. WWII DISCHARGE BUTTON 
C14U-81-018 $4 (1. 


GERMAN WWI ‘BLUE MAX” 
C14G-10-01 (W/RIBBON).. . $20 (1.75) Ce 
C14G-20-77 (NECK CHAIN). ..$10(1.75) _/qaeeell 


Sik AFC ARN 


C15B-10-11B (RAF) 
C15B-10-116 (RFC 


FREE COLOR CATALOG SHOWS OVER 50 DIFFERENT TYPES 
OF MILITARY INSIGNIA, MEDALS, BADGES, FLAGS, ETC. 


CREDIT CARD ORDERS, NO INQUIRIES, PHONE TOLL FREE 


1-800-638-2000 (IN MD: 301-933-4801) ORDERS ONLY! 
[eottector's anmc MAIL NO RISK COUPON TODAY’ fal Ga go Ga 2 oe 


LLECTOR'S ARMOURY, INC. | 
800 SLATERS LANE PLEASE 

8.0, BOX 1961, DEPT. SO SEND ee 
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22313 USA 


BRITISH WWII RAF OR 
WWI RFC PILOT noon 


CATALOG 
Wl Picea nahi Miloweg tl 5. « = = wc se oes celtci on citetale onic eeleeaisins sie qe ; 
Wr 5 990 sn vanieueete te aettinet sl,» « meremeeeeile a 
6 ® NOTE ADD DELIVERY CHARGE (IN PARENTHESIS) TO EACH ITEM ORDERED @ ] 
ia Roney ORDER CO CHECK ENCLOSED $ .................. r 
eA Ome COAX OCB ODOC: 1 
at pt to tit ih 
A 
B erRTON ONE - as See ae 
: PRINT NAME oe oii se. tree ce tec e tee ceeepaneace ;: 
i ADDRESS «ince cc en ensnecsnsceneries pean tenons eneeeeees a 
TTY ori itde bha hae desing tne eccpeiabiiies st erecsar tinh senre t 
[starezie Bio schlns wen cnaterny's hak CMmOh nae OCR aL 
es Os MONEY BACK (LESS POSTAGE) F HOT SATISFIED C2) 3 Eo 


‘N CANADA: REPLICA MODELS OF CAHADA, 6648 NO. 3 AD., RICHMOND, B.C. CANADA VéY 202 
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~ COMBAT 
’ WEAPONCRAIT 


Qualifying Expertise 


by Ken Hackathorn 


ce 
Grn expert.” That was what 
he called me: a gun expert. 

Maybe I’m too sensitive, but it didn’t 
seem appropriate. There are too many 
men out there who have earned their 
daily bread with guns for too many 
years for me to think of myself that 
way. I’m a good enough shot, and | 
know enough about guns. But! prefer 
to think of myself as a serious student. 

Don’t get me wrong; I think I can 
hold my own in the gun press. It’s just 
this seemingly sudden increase in the 
number of “gun experts.” There are all 
these people in the pages of popular 
gun magazines telling me how much | 
—and you — don’t know about guns. 

Gunsmiths must know a lot about 
guns. Maybe that’s what we should 
look for first. As important as it is to 
keep guns working or to be able to 
repair them in the field, it’s easy to get 
so you work on guns more than you 
shoot them. Even cops and competi- 
tors, and especially soldiers, spend 
more time maintaining weapons than 
they do firing them. You may acquire 
special knowledge of the insides of 
guns by working on them, but that 
gives no necessary edge when it comes 
time to use a gun.’ 

The complexities of weapons de- 
velopmentare real and great. Ideas get 
bought, borrowed and stolen. 
Weapons systems of one warring na- 
tion are taken over by the victors as 
part of the spoils of war. Then there are 
the very few honest-to-god innova- 
tions. 

Following all this can either con- 
sume your life or — if you’re normal — 
just give you a headache. Since most 
designs get borrowed (usually from 
several sources), tracing descent can 
get strange. Besides, what real differ- 
ence does it make that the FAL bolt 
system is almost directly copied from 
the Tokarev? 

Maybe I’m making too much of it: 
Maybe it is important to some. Tech- 
nologists are necessary, or we 
wouldn’t have guns. But do you have 
to know that stuff to shoot? 

Obviously not. 

Well, then, is the real gun expert the 
best ‘“‘shootist?”” There’s a good argu- 


ment to be made there. Especially for 
popular consumption, it is probably 
easier for the man with the highest 
combat competition scores to make 
the claim that he is the one who knows 
the most about guns. Unfortunately, 
what most people believe has no 
necessary relation to the truth. As 
realistic as competition shooting can be 
made, it won’t ever be real. 

Maybe the man we’re looking for is 
the experienced combat gunman. Is 
the man with the greatest number of 
survived fire fights or the greatest num- 
ber of jumped-bail arrests the expert 
you want to advise you? Ask anybody 
who’s been there. He will probably tell 
you that survival has more to do with 
luck than we like to think. And you 
don’t have to think about it much to 
figure that survival often has more to 
do with cover or avoiding trouble than 
it does with shooting. 

Besides, I think it was the legendary 
Bill Jordan who said no one had ever 
lived through enough gunfights to be- 
come an expert that way. The school’s 
too rough. 

I’ve listed most of the categories of 
men whom people will think are “‘qun 
experts,” and disqualified them all in 
one way or another. SinceI don’tseem 
to be happy with others’ ideas, you 
must wonder what I think. 

Without being too trite or uncom- 
mitted, | think some of each kind of 
expertise is required to make a really 
knowledgeable gunman. He needs to 
know how guns work, why they work, 
when to use them and when noftto use 
them. He also needs some experience 
and a lot of practice. 

Add that up and see how many peo- 
ple fill the bill, They’re out there ... 
very few of them. Although I’m trying 
hard, I’m not one, yet. That’s why ['m 
proud to call myself a serious student. 

A few months ago I was with some 
IPSC shooters who were discussing 
pistol modifications. Everyone had a 
fervently expressed opinion he 
seemed to believe was the one right 
answer ... everyone butan old friend 
and myself. Smiling, he whispered, 
“So many experts.’ ® 
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The Black Book Of Dirty Tricks. “Impro- 
vised Munitions Handbook” is the most 
sought after (until now impossible to 
obtain) Army Manual. Includes chapters 
on: Mines & Grenades, Small Arms 
Weapons & Ammo, Mortars & Rockets, 
Incendiary Devices, Fuses, Ignition & 
Delay Mechanisms. Plus how to manufac- 
ture Rocket Launchers, Pistols, Shotguns, 
and Recoilless Rifles from easy to obtain 
materials. And much more! New expanded 
edition! Limited number availabie! 
ORDER NOW! Order No. BB $10.00 


ir information cal 


EXD Dept.408 1285 MARK STREET 
PRIRELLEX @Q BENSENVILLE, IL 60106 


NAME 
ADDRESS 
CITY. 


DESCRIPTION/SIZE/COLOR 


CATALOG $1.00 SUB TOTAL 


FREE WITH ORDER © SEND CATALOG 


CI CHECK ENCLOSED C0 MONEY ORDER © SHIPPING/ 
CHARGE MY: C MASTERCARD Gi viSA = ANDLING 


EXP. DATE: ————_______-_—_~ TAX 


CREDIT 

GARD AQ, os 
ino Residents Include 
6 25% Sales Tax 


| ee 


CONVERSATIONS WITH THE 
ENEMY — The Story of PFC 
Robert Garwood. By Winston 
Groom and Duncan Spencer. 
G.P. Putnam’s Sons, Dept. SOF, 
200 Madison Ave., New York, NY 
10016. 1983. 475 pp. $16.95. Re- 
view by Bill Brooks. 


ee first America saw of Bobby 
Garwood was in 1979 when he 
appeared on magazine covers, in the 
newspapers and on TV. PFC Robert 


Russell Garwood, USMC, captured by 
the Viet Cong on 28 September 1965, 
was possibly the last living American 
POW of the Vietnam War, possibly a 
deserter, possibly a ‘‘White Cong.” 

The Marine Corps held Bobby before 
the nation as a traitor, despite the fact 
that he was accused of far lesser crimes 
than many of the POWs already re- 
tumed. The author believes if Bobby had 
been retumed with the other POWs in 
1973 there would not have been a trial. 
Garwood’s trial was Marine Corps poli- 
tics, pure and simple. 

Conversations with the Enemy is 
a thought-provoking, disturbing,* con- 
troversial book. It not only tells us who 
Bobby was, what he did, what he en- 
dured and why he did it, but raises grave 
questions conceming the Military Code 
of Conduct. 

It is also a true-life adventure story 
filled with suspense, courage, danger 
and weakness. It recounts the capture, 


IN REVIEW 


the endless marches and exhibitions of 
the captive “imperialist,” the diseases, 
the death, and the hell in which Bobby 
Garwood spent half his life. Shot, tor- 
tured, starved by the enemy, crushed by 
U.S. bombs, this is Bobby's side of the 
coin. His early captive life was spent with 
fellow POW Capt. “Ike” Eisenbraun, 
who forced Bobby to listen, to leam the 
language, to leam the jungle: ‘‘Thatis the 
only way we are ever going to survive.” 
After Ike died Bobby was made an inter- 
preter, which was unfortunate. As the 
war escalated, the number of POWs in- 
creased, and the new prisoners looked 
upon Garwood’s position as that of an 
informant. Garwood was not perfect. At 
times he wavered; at times he was scared 
and devious — but he resisted, and he 
prevailed. 

Conversations with the Enemy 
exposes a seldom-explored side of the 
Vietnam War and asks, “What would 
you have done?” 


“Of the 20 different survival knives I make, my new camouflaged models are clearly the most special- 


ized. Take a closer look at the Guardian II, for example. Riding on the hip, its unique handle and scabbard fade 


into the bush. Black as night, its electrostatically coated surgical stainless steel blade reflects 
: nothing. And with either edge, can cut its way out of 
- _ just about anything. Built to give and take the 
worst, the Guardian II is one survival knife that 
} lives up to its name. And mine.”’ 
handle and scabbard blend per. 
fel CAN Ree confit Fates Pete Gerber, Chairman, Gerber Legendary Blades 


“When I make a 


survival knife, I never forget 
your life could depen 


° 9 


On It. 


Matchin: jangle pattern 


THE NEW GUARDIAN™ II 
Slip-proof, high tensil cast aluminum handle. 634" blade. 
Overall length, 1134" 8 ounces. Metal-lined cordura scabbard 
included, Camouflaged models of original Guardian 
and Guardian I also available. 


LEGENDARY. BLADES 


Send $1.00 for a catalog to Dept. SOF, 14200 SW 72nd Ave., Portland, OR 97223 
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ORDER TOLL FREE 1-800-545-0933 — CALL MON- SAT; 9:00—5:30 (Mountain Time) 


US Military Issue - 


These “Boonie Hats’ are the real thing!! et Bs . 


ae ala carte toleer Dental Emergency Preparation?? | SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 
Thanks, but I'd rather not think about it. TR miele 


hat band (except the Desert 
Camo) and chin strap. Choose 
between; Let's face it, there are very few things we would like to think | This non-reflective, olive drab (OD) green matchbox was first 
Cj Leaf pattern camouflage, Gi ripstop; 100% cotton as used in | about less than dental emergencies. But there are few things | made for the military in WWII. Constructed in high impact plas- 
Vietnam. Genuine Gl ws... sw sw $14.00/each. | more painful or discomforting than oral distress. And pain is a | tic, it seems indestructible. The rubber gasket is in mint con- 
ee Roca ~$12.25/each, | debilitating factor which can greatly reduce your chances of dition and it comes complete with striking flint on the bottom 
C) Desert camauflaga; just issued to the US. Rapid Deployment J Simple survival. ee ‘ : .... $1.75/each; 3 for $4.00. 
Forces. 50% cotton/90% nylon; Genuine GI... ....$12.25/each. | Consider this scenario. If you and your family or friends go camp- 
C) Olive Drab (0D) Green; 100% cotton GI ripstop as used in eatly | ing, boating, fishing or hunting miles from any civilization and 
: $14.00 days or weeks from your family dentist, how would you cope 
with an unexpected dental urgency?? 
~] Tiger Stripe Camouflage Pattern i | ™ 
Last, paren: = Dive Drab Green (0D) 0 Emergency Dental Kit (EDK) 
L (7%); XL (734) _] Desert Tan Kaufman's offers a kit prepared by a 
: i ) Desert Camouflage dentist which offers first aid and tem- 
] Black porary relief for lost fillings, broken 


Combat Emergency Bandage GENUINE GI irs loose paws oe ee 
Perfected through the years of military service. this Traumedic''™ pe aches, and other 
bandage is) the one issued to every combat soldier and is carried) by 9 ‘ ¥ ™ 
him in the) LC1 first aid/compass pouch. Com@ial (only 2°° x 4°” x. | IMMMMaMaD tis MUTT 
§/8'') anid light weight. this emergency wound dressing comes dou- | Maaemulg Guang) items you 4 
ble wrapped in a Sterile, waterproof plastic ‘oute Meerenenm| "ced to help yourself or a loved 
consists of a 4°" x 7° ‘sterie cotilll pad with PRR! one until professional dental care 
green tals, 48" in length and 3"° wide can be oblained. The EDK is 
The Traumedic'™ dressing is used to stop severe bleeding. By using 
the non sti gauze tails the bandage can double as a sling. | ayaa 5 : pagel 
stabalizer fifP dislocations and immobilizer for fractures. bee 7x5" x te and fight weight makes iteasily por : 

. table. The kit contains easy, step by step, color coded instructions 
La led aales Moles a las Melee Raed! with diagrams. Every necessary component from built-in mirror to 


every first aid kil SRSA tweezers, cement and toothache drops are included, all pre-mixed D We're America’s 
; and ready to use. Enough material is included in this kit for repeated . 
C) Black Commando Dog Tag Set - (a kauiman's Ex- ~ Army & Navy Store! | 


I applications. 
clusive): 2 GI stainless steel tags specially treated to be non-glare flat 
black plus 2 black (4"’ and 24"') ballchains ........... $5.00/set 4 
ee 0 Fire Starting af fnGENUINE GI 
Newly approved for Military Survival Kits, this 


Regulation Gi Dog Tags- 
Set of 2 stainless steel tags and 2 stainless Magnesium Fire Starter works every time, even with wet 


chains (4°*and 24°") 
Want us to print them? WE'LL PRINT ANY * 
THING up to 6 lines and 15 spaces per line. 
RrITMINR cites ciorns= « a nie ain ae only $1.00 per tag ($2.00 per set) 


PLEASE, NO DOG TAG IMPRINTING ORDERS BY TELEPHONE. 


Dog Tag Silencers - black, non-glare uber bumpers for 
lags . $1.00/ pair 
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Ban Sunglasses 
S 25% Off- tese are the 


130 (Mountain 


Rescue Strobe Light— 
This is a high intesity strobe beacon which 
penetrates rain and fog and is visible for 
distances up to 15 miles. Standard pilot 
survival gear, this light is about the size of 
a pack of cigarettes (1°' x 2°’ x 4¥2"') yet 
it puts out a dazzling white flash (250,000 
lumens) 50 times per minute for up to 9 
hours. The unit is waterproof and 
shockproof...........,$39.50/aach. 
Replacement Batteries for Strobe Light 
veees..-. -$5.00/each; 3 for $12.00 


plastic case. Its compact size (approximately 


EDK. No survival or first aid gear is complete without one. A must for 
campers, boaters. hikers. hunters, birdwatchers. accountants and 
survivalists $19.75/each. 


MMini Emergency Dental Kit, also available! ! aaa 
Our Mini Emergency Dental Kit contains the same WT ois 
materials and instructional booklet as its big brother. 
However it has no mirror, and a little less material |igg 
(although there is still plenty of dental preparation for 1 ¥ 
fepeated applications), The Mini Dental Kit comes pack- 
ed in a crush prooi. water proof, plastic cylinder that 
weighs only three ounces. E 
If space or weight is a consideration, choose our mini § 
EDK .. AN on .« $10,95/each. 


sparking flint 

Completely safe & can be used & reused hundreds 
of times. A must on all camping trips & in every 
survival kit....... $6.00/each; 2 for $10.75. 


_] Rain Poncho— Gaxiinares 


These versatile genuine US military ponchos can double as ground 
cloths, tent flys, and sleeping bags. These feature snap closures 
and grommets and covers. Their large size is meant to accom- 

ere Z modate backpacks. Select from: 
(Military Pocket Knife - Camouflage; Leat/Woodland Pattern. Nylon ripstop. Brand 
Genuine GI, current issue, this stainless steel folding knife MEW 2... seen eee ete eee oes, SOS.F5/Catn. 
is of indestructible construction of heavy gauge stainless C] Olive Drab (OD) Green—Nylon ripstop. Brandnew. ....... 
steel. It measures 3%4'' closed, and features a large Hone eee cee sees evenness oe, 823.00/each. © 
blade, bottle opener, can opener, hole punch and ring C) Olive Drab (DD) Green Heavyweight Rubberized Canvas. ¢ 


DAKINE LasEaF 


SUAPING E Deep 4 


CANTEEN COVER 


for affixing to the belt. Specify Brandnew... . . $27.00/each. 


WMilitary Goods Catalog - 32 pa whether US or USMC imprint is - 
military et gear and enn with an emphasis on dasired . .......§13.75/each. C1) Poncho Liner-Camoufiage- Gana) 
camouflage See detaits on these and many more related items. The poncho finer is an extremely lightweight quilt of polyester 

$1.0D/each. Free with order. CiNylon Knife Sheath - ours are goverment spec fiberiiil. It is a waterproof blanket, camouflage on both sides, 
polypropylene webbing constructed with attention to detail. They will that traps and maintains the body's heat. Provides warmth 
(Space Age Blanket - warmth without weight - these are fit on any width belt and feature velcro closure. Specity olive drab and protection under the harshest. most frigid conditions. 
US made by Thermos. Constructed of space age materials and (OD) grean, black, or camouflage. .... . _...$5.00/each. Brand new ets ... $33.7S/each. 
technology. they reflect 80% of a person's body heat. Manufacturers 
test show them fo be 10 times warmer than woo!. Choose between: 


, ’ . 
WRescue Blanket - Designed for emergency use, this blanket takes We're Not The Cheapest!! But Then, We're on Sunglasses 

up about the space of a pack of Cigarettes yet unfolds to a full 56"’ x Not Trying To Be. For over 65 years the Kautman name has Ds, 25% Off- Theselarsiine 
84"', Perfect for emergency. first aid, or survival kits .. .$4.75/each. [Meta eR a ue ane a Ree me eS 4 Real McCoys by Bausch & Lomb 
WSportsman’s Blanket - The folded size of this blanket is larger than jE Our commitment to first rate service 1s legendary Our service ’ Also Genuine USAF and NASA Pilot 
the rescue blanket. it was designed for ordinary camping use and #MMule waa | eS | glasses. See Military Goods Catalng 
Ch mee MEU ROUT UnUucmn—e © All iN Stock tems are shipped no later than the next business day for details 
the blanket for convenience in lashing = ....... .. $14.00/each. aoe aes a whether you pay by check. money order. credit card : 
Sportsman's Blanket without grommets - This blanket has all the or (There is aC OD tee of $4 00 in addition to the regular 
features described above, but without the grommets ..$10.50/each. (amMaa IMMEDIATE SHIPMENT _. 


© Toll free telephone lines direct 10 cur C ner Serwce Department 
We'll not only be glad to take your orders (every firm with an 800 | SHIPPING COSTS 
DO Rea ade veel Please include appropriate shipping costs from chart below with 


ii ee a eh LIRA each order. Amounts shown include costs of postage, packaging, 
satus o an ore PS UEC ERR incurance and handling. 


L] Angle Head Flashlite- 


This is the heavy duty CQSiNbEReaboKess 


Olive drab plastic flashlight issued to all military units. we Orders up to $10.00...... Bins se (Sore 
The flashlight is waterproof, non-glare and features 4 No. we're not the cheapest But you get what you pay tor. if you oraer Orders from $10.01 to 20.00 ...... ........ ; 375 
different lenses which can be easily installed or the cheapest you may wait a long time for delivery of something you Orders from $20.0110 35.00... ie 
removed. It can clip onto the belt or suspender for may ultimately be unhappy with. If you ordet irom Kaulman’s you'll Orders from $35.01t0 50.00 ..... aq 505 
hands free operation; operates on 2 standard D ceil see why top quality merchandise and first rate service (with a Orders from $50.0110 70.00 .. . ) G95 
batteries and comes complete with a spare buib. Customer Service Department always available) will squeeze the most Orders from$70.011090.00. .... . |. 72 

Brand new, sold in the GI box...........- é value out of every dollar you spend. Orders over $90.00 .. oi. OD 


rs $6.50/each; 2 for $12.25. Canadian Orders—Send Double Amount faaieatedle 
ORDER TOLL FREE 1-800-545-0933 — CALL MON- SAT; 9:00-5:30 (Mountain Time) 
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CHOOSE AllY 4 


— 


3277$9,95 O83 Spec. ad. 1248 $18.95 


biehter Pilot 


WHEE FNS 


1917 $12.95 3731 $18.00 0059Spec.ed.  64785914.95 


DEATH OF Press 
PORE soivision 
a 


DHE aD OF RHE GAME raps ah) ove 
Robert Pisor EAL hee 
1156 $13.95 0067 $19.95 9191 $14.95 9423 $11.95 6213 $12.95 


a 


1487 $16.95 6379 $14.95 0273 $16.95 


ca ustelebeareal 
Awad tere UDeericy 


Ret Ene 


1180 $14.50 


MAX HASTINGS 

ORS REICH 

DE narscleanrt peyton 
Tinea WAN 


CHICKENHAWK 


é 


0026 $13.95 2741 $16.50 5538 $5.95 0075 $17.75 


a 
To) 


eee Ww het Pe 


A Bhaaey of the Ual tre 3S 


RUPERT BUTLER The: 

( \ =a of the 
as —— THE STR OP RIG? 

me a Robert Pisor 


0109 $15.95 2660 910.95 7302 $16.95 1016 $12.95 9191$14.95 


INCHON ae with THE Raman 
LANDING OLD BREED YATTON 

AY POLELI AND DE KE 
Macithurs OnnarwaA ASTESUYS 


Last Crinapt FRO! 
Wadent eureehey UNITED STATES 
! ARMY AND THE 
INDIAN, 1866-1890 


JAMES FALLOWS: 


2238 $14.95 7401 $10.00 5967 Spec. ed 8961 995,95 8672 $14.95 9795 $12.95 5892 $16.95 1995 $12.95 8853 $13.95 2246 Spec. ed. 9910 $16.95 0182 $15.95 
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with membership 


‘The First Thirty Years 
Clr NL aes It 


\iesTuR OF NI: 
Usk ARMY SPLOT Pei EN 


3806 $15.95 


fee tant Paid | 


3756$15.95 3582$14.95 0174 $15.95 


3400 $16.95 3699 $15.95 8219 $7.95 1099 $19.95 


ELecTRONe FSi) 
‘element of strategy and 
multiplier of combat power 


Con e@.gorcon 


5009 $16.00 0091$22.50 4796 Spec. ed. 0133 $14.95 


SUREEIASANEPO ype 


say VELL 


peeeion| 


3 

4“ 

a 
2(itlpemceatiall BY STERLING SEAGRAVE 
9822 $15.95 7912 $11.95 


Cincinnatus 


9373 $15.95 


_ PATTON Psu 


bee 


VIETNAM WAR) 
Harry G. Summers. J. 
OORT OF ne aT WhizaMo fanuy 
ee aaa WILUAMH BAUMTR 


9647 $14.95 


nt 


0018 $19.95 


Li 
THIRD 
WORLD 


THEUNTOLD 


1453 $12.95 1388 $18.95 2485 $12.95 


gy BLACK SOLDIERS IN TRE AM 


= 
‘The United States 


‘SsMcAAL | 
SUR JOHN HACKETT 


1073 $15.75 


= Sntey Robert gign CUM 
Petyse] Got! Sanders“ Smith 


0687 $16.95 0190 $14.95 


2147$8.95 9665 $18.95 
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Mr 
| Ms. 
' Mrs 
| (Please prift) 
] Address Apt. No. 
! City State (Als) —— 


HOW THE CLUB WORKS: 


You'll receive your 4 books for 98¢ (plus shipping and 
handling) and your free WWI! maps after your application for 
membership is accepted. We reserve the right to reject any 
application. However, once accepted as a member, if you 
are not satisfied, return the 4 books within 10 days at Club 
expense. Your rnembership will be cancelled and you'll owe 
nothing. The free maps are yours to keep in any case. About 
every 4 weeks (14 times a year), you'll receive, free, the 
Club’s magazine describing the coming Selection(s) and 
Alternates. In addition, up to 4 times a year you may receive 
offers of special selections, always at discounts off pub- 
lishers’ prices. If you want the featured Selection(s), do 
nothing; it will be shipped to you automatically. If you want 
an Alternate, or no book at all, indicate your preference on 
the order form and return it by the date specified. The date 
allows you 10 days to decide. If you receive an unwanted 
selection because you had less than 10 days, return it at 
Club expense and owe nothing. Once you've purchased just 
4 books during your first 2 years of membership, you may 
continue to enjoy Club benefits or resign at any time. There 
is a shipping and handling charge on all books shipped. 

The Military Book Club offers its own complete hardbound 
editions, sometimes altered in size to fit special presses, 
saving you even more. @Explicit sex, violance and/or language. 


[TRE | 
TWO FULL-COLOR 
24%" x19” WWII MAPS 


FREE with Membership 


Military Book Club® 
Dept. RR-064, Garden City, NY. 11530 
Please accept my application for membership in the Military 
Book Club and send me the 4 books whose numbers | have 
printed in the boxes below. Bill me only 98¢ plus shipping 
and handling for the 4 books. | understand that | need buy 
only 4 more books at regular low Club prices during the first 
2 years of my membership to complete my commitment. My 
membership will be subject to the terms and conditions 
presented in this ad. Also send me 2 full-color WWII maps. 
No-risk guarantee: If not delighted after examining my 
4 selections, | may return the books within 10 days at Club 
expense. My membership will be cancelled and | will owe 
nothing. The WWI! maps are mine to keep in any case. 


Pn ee | 


Members accepted in the U.S.A. and Canada only, Canadian members will be 
67-M250 
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ED STAR 
CONDEMNS 


Star, 25 March 1984, 
page 3) printed a story 
from the Soviet state 
news agency, TASS. 
Karen McKay, Executive ! « 
Director of the Committee.” 
for a Free Afghanistan, 
sent us acopy, anda 3+}. 
translation of the two. "> 
paragraphs conceninag 
SOF: 

Robert Brown, re 
well-known in the U.S. A 
as a recruiter of 
mercenaries for the 
ral eae of P 

pecial operations,” has‘; : 
rece a new task from, 
his masters in 
Washington: to assist ~~ 
American special services:.* |. 
in the expansion of the +. fe 
“undeclared war’ against 
the Democratic Republig 
of Afghanistan (DRA). -: 

Not long ago, he.and. 
group of other Americar } 

‘experts”’ in the : 
organization of subversive 
operations secretly 
entered the territory af ; 
the DRA and met with 
the leaders of 
counter-revolutionary. _ 
bands. These meetings: 
involved discussion of 
questions of stimulating. 
recruitment of Pak 
mercenaries in the Wegt;.. 
and their transportation: 
into Afghanistan for the: 
accomplishment of © \: 
terrorist and diversionary’. 
acts, as well as expansiagr 
of arms deliveries from‘ 
NATO nations to the. © 
rebels. The journal 
Soldier of Fortune, |: 
published by Brown, tells}... 
of these bandit forays lle ie 


ALVO 

MEDEVAC.. 
This won’t be news to the cognoscenti by the 
: time this hits the newsstands, but SOF wants to 
“compliment the United States government for giving 
‘the army of El Salvador two Hueys for medical 
evacuations. 
' Before this, there were no medevac-dedicated 
helicopters i in El Salvador. Since a fraction of their 
choppers were battle-ready at any time, wounded 
Ds i a back seat to reinforcement and resupply. 
". These are humanitarian gifts the Salvadorans will 
‘ot soon forget. 


£ CHEMICAL WEAPONS?! 
a SADISTIC 


Afghanistan. 

McKay has aignaem 
us to watch ourselves: 

’ The third page of Red - 

Star is usually reserved: 
for messages and 
warmings. We are 
flattered. 


AGES OF 

SOCIALISM. . 

According to a French SOF reader, the corps of 
“eadets of l’Ecole Speciale Militaire de St. Cyr (the 
-French military academy) has not been paid for 
“"t three months, as of our April copy deadline for the 
j August issue. 

*\\ ‘Hilaire du Berrier is fond of reminding us that 

. Napoleon waged war throughout his reign, spent 
fore money on education than on the army and 
‘his books always balanced. 
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TAR WARS 
POLL... 

Gen. Daniel Graham has 
announced that 75 percent of polled 
voters approved “‘the development 
of a satellite system to defend the 
United States against nuclear 
attack.”’ 

Conducted by Arthur J. 
Finkelstein and Associates, the poll 
of 1,000 California voters found 70 
percent of Democrats, and 82 
percent of Republicans approved the 
statement. 


.S. VOLUNTEERS 
FOR KAREN BATILE... 

Conventional stateside news 
organs reflect their judgement that 
the Karen fight for survival is a 
private matter between the Burmese 
government and a handful of 
smugglers by ignoring the fight on 
the Thai border. SOF readers seem 
to disagree. 

In spite of the lateness of the 
hour, we’re still getting written and 
phoned offers from readers who 
want to go to the Ma Po Kay 
redoubt, at their own expense, to 
help the Karens battle Burmese 
tyranny. If the American government 
were as interested as Americans are, 
the Karens wouldn’t be in this 
trouble. 


OPE FOR 
ZIMBABWE?... 

Confounding unrealistic Western 
liberal hopes for a multiracial, 
pluralist democracy in Zimbabwe, 
Prime Minister Robert G. Mugabe is 
using a “‘state of emergency” to 
forge a single-party authoritarian 
state, according to the Rev. 
Ndabaningi Sithole, a leader of one 
of the old Zimbabwean 
black-nationalist groups. The terrorist 
war to rid Rhodesia of an effective 
white government has spawned a de 
facto dictatorship where opposition is 
denied access to the media, and 
opposition leaders disappear 
regularly. 

Those who objected to the 
presence of foreign nationals in the 
Rhodesia Army should consider the 
presence of nearly 10,000 North 
Korean and Chinese troops backing 
Mugabe’s Zimbabwe. 
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Golden Knight Prepares to land. 
Photos by Gary R. Winkler 


OLDEN KNIGHTS 


SILVER ANNIVERSARY... 

This year the Golden Knights, officially known as 
the U.S. Army Parachute Team, celebrate their 
25th anniversary as the Army’s aerial 
demonstration unit. Formed in 1959.and still going 
strong, the elite parachutists have jurnped in every 
state in the nation and in 32 foreign countries. 

The members of the team are selected in a 
six-week tryout period and must demonstrate 
expert skill in the art of free-falling. Judged for 
their soldiering ability as well, many experienced 
paratroopers come from the ranks of the 82nd 


Airborne Division. 


Posted at Ft. Bragg, N.C. — right outside 
Fayetteville — the Golden Knights will celebrate 
their silver anniversary by jumping at the nation’s 
sport festivals and air shows. Information on their 
upcoming schedule can be obtained by writing to: 
U.S. Army Parachute Team, Box 126, Ft. Braga, 


NC 28307 
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Golden Knights in free-fall formation. Red smoke 
allows spectators to follow jumpers’ paths. 


OF 
EXPOSED... 

SOF grabbed the cover 
and the center spread of 
the communist World 
Magazine of 17 March. 
Don’t bother to buy the 
rag: You have better 
things to read. 

But we are glad to 
have provided more 
excitement for World 
Magazine's audience than 
they usually get. After the 
shocking charge that SOF 
is anti-communist, the 
next most exciting 
coverage was of senile 
Communist Party 
U.S.A.’s general secretary 
Gus Hall’s tour of an old 
Moscow light-bulb factory 
that has spent 50 years 
tooling up to make 
television tubes. 


O CHI MINH 
TRAIL TOUR... 
Unbelievable as it may 
seem, the Vietnamese 
want to offer a 
uniform-provided hike of 
the Ho Chi Minh Trail as 
a tourist attraction. 
According to Reuters, 
visitors will pretend they 
are involved in an assault 
on U.S. and ARVN 
forces. 
Let’s hope Jane Fonda 
can get a job as a guide. 


CM 
GARANDS... 

Good news and bad 
news for civilians who 
want to purchase Director 
of Civilian Marksmanship 
Mls: Minimum recorded 
round requirements will 
be dropped from 120 to 
50, but the price of the 
Garands will be raised to 
$165. If that inflation 
bothers you, compare the 
DCM M1 with the FN 
FAL. Contact the Director 
of Civilian Marksmanship, 
Dept. SOF, 20 
Massachusetts Ave. NW, 
Rm. 1205, Pulaski Bldg., 
Washington, D.C., 
20314. 


ECOGNITION 
FOR CONTRIBUTORS 
Any individual who contributes 
| 1) funds, medical supplies or medi- 
cine to Refugee Relief Internation- 
al, Inc.;2) funds to the Afghan Free- 
_ dom Fighters Fund or 3) equipment 


' to the Salvadoran Army or Miskito 
Indians has the option of having his 
mame mentioned in SOF with the 
amount of money or equipment 
. donated. If you wish to be so recog- 
nized, please indicate this with your 
.. donation. 


SOF Editor/Publisher Robert K. 
Brown confers with FDN military 
commander Col. Enrique 
Bermudez on shipping 
Nicaragua/E] Salvador Defense 
Fund medical supplies and 
equipment to Contras. Photo by 
Mary Scrimgeour Jenkins 


ECOND AMENDMENT 
FOR WOMEN... 

The Second Amendment 
Foundation publishes a monograph 
series which is invaluable to the 
firearms-owners’ rights activist and 


useful to the armed citizen. For most 


of us — the already-commited — 


perhaps the most useful book in this 


series is Women’s Views on Guns 
and Self Defense. 
Women’s Views is a collection of 


essays for women, by women on the 


women’s use of deadly force. SOF 
recommends you buy this book for 
any woman you know who needs 
help understanding there are times 
when only she can protect herself. 
It is available for $5.50 for one 
copy, or $13.50 for three copies 


Continued on page 106 
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The Most Powerful Crossbows Ever Manufactured _ 


From the hottest | 
name in modern 
crossbow pie 
comes the most p | 
erful crossbows ever 
manufactured. | | 

The incredible Bigh 
performance = 
pound Foxfire; th 
award winning ‘oie 
pound Crossfire and 
the all new Centerfire 
—TheFireForce! © 

These amazing, 
high tech crossbows 
form a trio of crossbows 
unmatched anywh i) 
for power, reliabi ty, 
or good looks and 
they are available 
only from PSE—The 
leader in crossbow 
technology. 


For dealer information contact: | 


: RECISIONESH OONINGEEO UIRMENT 
SHOOMINGEE@@ Tr, UNC. 


“The Quality Leader’ P.O. Box 5487, Dept. C3, Tucson, AZ 85703 (602) 884- 9065 
Distributed in Canada by Porcupine Creek Supply, Calgary, Alberta, Canada | 


War in the Falklands... 


NOW COMMEMORATED 
BY A LIMITED EDITION 
P35 High Power Pistol 


The Falklands was probably the 
most important development in re- 
cent military history since it was the 
proving ground for some of the most 
sophisticated weaponry now in use. 
The V/STOL HARRIER aircraft and 
the EXOCET MISSILE proved their 
worth in battle. 


This Special Edition High Power 
Pistol was chosen for the Falklands 
Project because of its origin. Produc- 
ed in Argentina, under license from 
FN/Browning; these military pistols 
are extremely limited in the U.S., and 
are no longer available from the im- 
porter. Since the P-35 was used by 
both sides during the Falklands con- 
flict, it is a natural choice. 


Features: 

¢ Gold filled, deep etched battle scenes on both sides 
of the gun 
Scenes depicted are of the naval and air battles that 
comprised much of the fighting in the Falklands 
conflict; along with the beach assault that turned 
the tide of the war 
Professional deep blue finish 

¢ Handmade zebra wood grip panels 
Oak presentation case with brass plaque and 
hardware 
Only 100 produced 
Selected parts 24k gold plated 
Brass cleaning rod 
Ten available entirely gold plated with Ivory grips 
$1,295°9 
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oductions R10 | 


PO Box 2903, Dept. SF «Joliet, IL 60434 (815) 467-5300 ¢ 
SPECIALISTS IN INVESTMENT GRADE COMMEMORATIVES § 


Please reserve the Falkland Islands commemorative 
High Power pistol with solid oak presentation case at 
$895. 


C My $100 deposit is enclosed. Please invoice the 
balance in full prior to delivery. 


O My $100 deposit is enclosed. Please invoice me 
$265 per month for three months. 


C enclose my check for $895 as payment in full. 


() Please charge my Visa/Mastercard for the plan 
marked above. 


Card number 


WESTWIND PRODUCTIONS, LTD. is putting the invest- 
ment potential back into Commemorative Guns and 
Knives. We will be offering many more commemorative 
items in the next few months, all of a desirable nature; all 
using only the finest products and all very limited in 
number. Because . . . instead of saving for your future ... 
maybe you should be spending for it. 


Westwind? 


Ouctions tp 


P.O. Box 2903, Joliet, IL 60434 (815) 467-5300 
SPECIALISTS IN INVESTMENT GRADE COMMEMORATIVES 


Expires 


Signature 


Name 


Address 


City. Zip 


Phone { } 
Illinois residents must add 644% sales tax. 
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Kregg P.J. Jorgenson spent seven years 
in the Army, three in the infantry and four 
as a journalist. He served with Co. H, 
Rangers-LRRPs and the Ist of the 9th 
Recon Platoon, Ist Cavalry Division, be- 
tween 1969 and 1970. But first he was a 
newbee: 


Wr I stepped off the plane that 
morning in Bien Hoa, it wasn’t the sud- 
den rush of heat that immediately 
caught my attention. It was the ap- 
plause. , 

Off to the left of the terminal were 300 
or so Gls wildly applauding our arrival. 
Thatis, they were applauding the arrival 
of our plane which, when refueled and 
prepped, would take them home. 

While we located our duffle bags and 
made our way to the terminal we ran a 
gauntlet of cat-calls from the soldiers 
who'd soon be shuttling out of Vietnam. 

“Fucking new guys!” they yelled. 
“Cherries!” 

‘Hey! New meat! Lookie them bullet- 
stoppers!” 

And finally one ringing editorial from 
some unseen grunt in the background: 
“Good luck, assholes! You gonna need 
it!” 

Luck? Yeah, sure. Why not? Hadn’t 
the drill sergeants and TAC NCOs at 
Polk and Benning told us we'd need it 
over ‘‘in the ’Nam’’? And that all the 
training in the world wouldn’t be worth 
doodly squat unless Lady Luck was on 
our side? God, too, for that matter! 
Then,’ didn’t they smile and laugh, 
saying that there wasn’t any such thing 
as luck and God didn’t want to get in- 
volved in this mess anyway? 

Following the others to the terminal 
under the ushering of a young-looking 
second lieutenant and a bored senior 
NCO, I felt relieved to finally be in- 
country. The long flight over had been 
tiring and uneventful, nothing like I'd 
expected. No John Wayne hit-the- 
beach landings or Sat. Rocks chewing 
cigars and swearing. 

Instead we were led to a holding area 
and told to wait for the buses that would 
ferry us to the repple-depple. Buses? Ah 
well, we’d find the war soon enough. For 
now, though, we’d get our first good 
look at the Nam through new-guy eyes. 

The Bien Hoa termirial wasn’t much 
different from the one at McCord Air 
Force Base we'd left the previous day. It 
too reflected the clean, reasonably com- 
fortable attitude of the Air Force. De- 
signed to serve a specific purpose, it was 
spartan as terminals go, but still practical 
and well-suited to meet its needs. 

Airmen dressed in starched jungle fa- 
tigues, pressed khakis and civilian garb 
wandered to and fro, while tired grunts, 
looking like Bedouins, slept awkwardly 
on packs as a loudspeaker droned out 
manifest numbers to strange-sounding 
destinations: Nha Trang, Tay Ninh, 
Phuoc Vinh. 
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I WAS THERE 
Bush Bibles 


for Green Grunts 


by Kregg P.J. Jorgenson as told to M.L. Jones 


There were also salesmen in 
makeshift booths vying for the attention 
of the servicemen in the terminal. 

“The Good Book!” a civilian sales- 
man yelled from a small table he’d set up 
facing the new-arrival holding area. 
“Are you prepared to meet the Almighty 
with a clear conscience and the know- 
ledge of His Word?” 

Dressed in light cotton slacks and a 
Hawaiian print shirt, he was hawking 
large, white-vinyl-covered family Bibles 
the way a carnival barker might sell three 
shots for a quarter. He was also gettinga 
few takers. 

“How much are they?” a new arrival 
asked, studying the books with interest. 


“Seventy-five dollars apiece, but this’ 


isn’t just any book. It’s THE Book! The 
Holy Bible, and just look at it, tog! Each 
book is divided with a gold-bordered 
trim, each a shade deeper than the pre- 
vious. It also contains several three- 
dimensional plates that are placed 
throughout to make you feel closer to 
Him! Look!” he said, thumbing through 
the pages until he found what he was 
looking for. 

“There you go! Christ at the Last Sup- 
per!” he said to the new arrival, who was 
staring into the photograph, the brown 
eyes of the Lord following his as he stu- 
died the page from side to side. 

“IT dunno,” the soldier said, hesitating, 
“$75 is more than I have ....” 

“For the Bible?” The salesman’s tone 
was damning. 

“T won’t have any money ’til the end 
of the month.” 

“You don’t need any money!” the 
salesman said, reaching beneath the 
table and pulling out a long, white form. 

“All you have to do is fill out this 
allotment form, and the $75 will auto- 
matically be taken out of your pay at the 
end of the month. You won't even miss 
it!” 

“{ dunno.” The soldier was hedging, 
so the salesman decided to go in for the 
close. 

“What's your M.O.S.?” he asked, 
already knowing the answer. The kid’s 
face was too nervous to be anything but 
infantry. 

“Eleven Bravo,’ the soldier 
answered. 


The salesman smiled and shook his 
head, a practiced, calculated maneuver. 

“Infantry, huh? That means you’re 
going out in the bush, in the jungle. 
There’s a war going on out there,”’ he 
said, swinging his right arm toward the 
terminal wall, ‘‘and you’re going to be 
right in the middle of it! If you think you 
don't need to be closer to God, closer to 
the Almighty when you’re this close to 
Hell, then that’s your decision. If you 
don’t need God, then you won’t need 
His Word!” 

“No! I didn’t say that ....”’ The new 
arrival was coming around. 

“Took! You won't have to pay. It'll 
come out of your next pay check!” 

“T won't have to pay?” 

The salesman nodded. “Do yourself a 
favor; sign the form and take the Book.” 

Doing what he was told, the soldier 
quickly glanced over the form so as to 
look judicious and signed it where the 
salesman had placed an X next to the 
signature block. 

“Thank you,” the new arrival said, 
taking the book back to his seat. 

The salesman smiled and nodded 
again. Then he went back to his pitch. 
After all, the carnival was still open for 
business, and he still had commissions to 
make. 


x 


F you have a personal adventure for 

“It Happened to Me”’ or “I Was 
There,” triple-space type it and send it 
to SOF, P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 
80306, Attn: M. L. Jones. All stories 
should be 500 words or less. Upon 
publication, SOF will become owner of 
all publication rights. Submitted arti- 
cles are subject to editing and revision, 
although their content and theme will 
not be changed. 

Photos (with captions and credits) 
are also helpful. Captions should be 
typed on a separate sheet of paperand 
keyed to each photograph. f 

Enclose a stamped, self-addressed 
envelope so we can notify you of 
acceptance orretum your story. Article 
payment is $50, upon publication. All 
entrants will receive an SOF patch. 
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Sate likely to be encountered 
almost anywhere in Southeast Asia, 
the Japanese Type 99 light machine 
gun is one of the few excellent small- 
arms designs to come out of WWII 
Japan. A refinement of the 6.5mm 
Type 96 machine gun, the Type 99 is 
chambered for the more potent 
7.7x58mm cartridge. 

During their forays against China in 
the early 1930s, the Japanese military 
concluded that their awkward hopper- 
fed Type 11 light machine gun was no 
match for the Czech ZB machine guns 
used by the Chinese. Gen, Kijiro Nam- 
bu, whose influence upon Japan’s 
military small arms was not always for 
the best, set about designing a new 
light machine gun. 

The result, called the Type 96, was 
an ingenious blend of the Hotchkiss 
gas system with features of the Czech 
ZB series and the British Bren gun. 
Extraction problems persisted 
throughout its history, however: An in- 
tegral oiler was still necessary, but it 
was incorporated into the magazines 
rather than the gun’s mechanism. The 
ammunition was reduced in power, 
also. While semi-rimmed 6.5mm rifle 
ammunition can be safely fired in the 
Type 96, stoppages are frequent. 
Thus, two different cartridges were 
forced into the logistic pipeline. 

Top-fed, the Type 96 uses a 30-rd. 
staggered box magazine and fires from 
the open-bolt position. After cocking, 
with the nonreciprocating retracting 
handle, pressure on the trigger releases 
the operating rod/piston and bolt 
group, driving them forward as a 
round is stripped from the magazine. 
As the bolt seats home, the operating 
rod, which passes through the center 
of a frame-shaped locking block in the 
receiver, continues forward a short dis- 
tance and cams the top of the locking 
block upward into a recess in the bot- 
tom of the bolt. After ignition of the 
cartridge by the firing pin, gas passes 
through the barrel’s vent into the cylin- 
der, forcing the piston rearward. At the 
end of a short amount of free travel, 
which allows pressures to drop to a 
safe level, the lock’s cam surfaces drop 
away from the bolt, initiating primary 
extraction and the bolt’s backward 
movement. An efficient recoil buffer 
stops all rearward travel. 

The adjustable gas regulator has five 
positions. Full-auto is the only firing 
mode, and the cyclic rate is 550 rpm. 
The sights are offset, due to the maga- 
zine placement, and the rear sight is a 
drum type, like that of the Czech ZB 26 
and Bren. A 2.5X optical sight was also 
available. The quick-change barrel has 
radial cooling fins throughout its entire 
length — a common characteristic of 

almost all WWII Japanese machine 
guns and an expensive means to solve 
the problem of heat dispersion. The 
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say 


FULL AUTO 


by Peter G. Kokalis 


Jap 99: Still Deadly 
After All These Years 


dapanese Type 99 LMG equipped 
with 2.5X scope — sturdy, reliable 
and still in use after 40 years 
(author's collection). Photo: Peter 
G. Kokalis 


gas regulator and carrying handle are 
permanently attached to the barrel. A 
bayonet stud — a useless appendage 
on an LMG — is fitted in back of the 
bipod, which is located in a sensible 
position about seven inches to the rear 
of the muzzle, under the gas regulator. 
The magazine well and ejection port 
have spring-loaded dust covers. The 
overall weight is 20.3 Ibs., empty. 

Although a considerable improve- 
ment over the Type 11 machine gun, 
the Type 96’s weak 6.5mm cartridge 
left much to be desired. Seeking to 
compete with the .30-06, 7.92mm and 
.303 cartridges that reigned during this 
era, the Japanese adopted a 7.7mm 
rimless cartridge in 1939 that was bal- 
listically comparable to its competition 
and dimensionally similar to the .303 
British round, except for the absence 
of arim. A modification of the Type 96 
LMG, called the Type 99, was adopted 
in the same year, but was not fielded in 
quantity until 1943. 

The Type 99 offered further im- 
provements. An integral lubrication 
system was no longer necessary. The 
locking nut for the quick-change barrel 
also served to adjust headspace. The 
cyclic rate was increased to 800 rpm. 
Early models were equipped with a 
buttstock monopod, which was soon 
dropped. Most Type 99s have flash 
hiders, but a few were issued with the 
small hinged muzzle cap of the Type 


96. The weight remained at 20 lbs. A 
paratroop version with a folding steel 
pistol-grip, removable buttstock and 
quick-change piston was issued in very 
limited quantities. 

The Type 99 was fielded too late to 
significantly assist the cause of 
Japanese imperialism, and fewer than 
100,000 were manufactured by the 
war’s end in 1945. The year and 
month of manufacture of all Japanese 
WWII small arms is marked on the re- 
ceiver below the serial number. The 
numbers represent the year of the 
Showa era, which began in 1925, To 
obtain the Western world date, simply 
add the number before the decimal 
point to the year 1925: e.g., 19.2 indi- 
cates manufacture in February 1944. 

Very few Type 99 machine guns 
were brought to the United States after 
the war. However, large quantities of 
Type 99 rifles in caliber 7.7x58mm 
were, and both can still be fired without 
too much trouble. Norma imports both 
boxer-primed cases and loaded 
ammunition in this caliber (contact 
Outdoor Sports Headquarters, Inc., 
Dept. SOF, 967 Watertower Lane, 
Dayton, OH 45449), and cases can 
also be made by trimming and fire- 
forming .30-06 brass. The .331-inch 
bullet used in .303 British ammunition 
should be selected. 


Used subsequently by the People’s 
Republic of China, North Korea and 
even now lugged through the bush in 
Cambodia and Laos, the Japanese 99 
continues to perform with the same 
deadly precision and reliability as it did 
long ago on the beaches of Tarawa. ® 
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I LEARN AT HOME IN SPARE TIME 

! aN PROs”’ TELL you 

r MAKE MONEY! HAVE FUN GHT GUN DO IT, GUIDE YoU EVERY 

} TOO! Start Right Now! No HOW TO DY | ep OF THE WAY. 

i Previous Experience Necessary. ei, oe : You'll see how to take apart and repair almost every 
well-known rifle, shotgun, pistol and automatic. We 

I take the mystery out of ballistics. Show you how to 


sg up actions, fit and repair stocks, rechoke 

shotguns, customize handguns. Includes 

bedding techniques, stock inletting, fitting 

drop and pitch. Learn what the experts know 

about reloading. Special section on black 

* powder guns. How to buy and sell new and 
used guns for profits. 


Asa “Cun Pro” trainee at North red 


WE SHOW YOU HOW TO APPLY FOR A FEDERAL FIREARMS LICENSE Stak 
If you qualify otherwise, you may This means you can begin making ex- Yo 

obtain a Federal License to buy and — cash almost immediately —~ order- ur Own 

sell guns, ammunition and accessories guns for others on a cost-plus Home 

without inventory...while you are ae It also helps you get started to- Bus » 

still a student at North American. ward a business of your own... if that Siness 


is what you want after you graduate. 
GUNS ARE BIG BUSINESS. Gun repair, custom ammo-making, 


sporterizing, custom stocking, sales—all are profit oppor- 
tunities for the expert. Now, at home in spare time, you 
can learn the basics you need to become that expert. We 
do not know how many of our graduates have started their 
own gun shops, but we have letters on file from some 
who have. And we’ll send you the results of a survey 
showing employment success of our graduates. 
Graduation from this course does not insure that 
you will get a job. To find out how our graduates 
have done, send for our job placement record. 
You get it all! How to buy and sell guns... customize, 
repair and accurize them ... fit and finish stocks ...do 
hand-loading ... zero-in seopes ... understand ballisties 
.. restore antique firearms... use black powder 
weapons ...import guns... adjust chokes ...and more. 
Because 3 study at home, ek oan eradbate Ki =e 

.. or take up to two years. Your handsome Diploma wi 
j ee oe a A honing proclaim you as a ““GUN PRO” when you proudly display 

= Bois uy it in your own shop or at work. 
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Everything Explained in 
Easy-to-Understand Language 
so Even a Beginner Can Follow 


Explanations include photos, diagrams, 

drawings and charts. We send you all the 
tools you need so you actually learn by doing 
as you follow the lessons. You receive catalogs. 
bargain bulletins, requirements for Federal 
Firearms License. 
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mail this ENTIRE Postage-Paid ad 


[x To Mail—Fold ad in following manner: 


1. Remove entire page— 3. Fold page again, on 

fear or cut on dotted line 2nd fold lines 

to left 4. Tape or glue the 3 open 

2. Fold page in half on sides and drop in the 
1st fold lines mail box today. 


GUN REPAIR, BALLISTICS, SHOOTING 
SKILLS, REVEALED TO YOU BY EXPERTS 
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SECOND FOLD HERE | _ 
NECESSARY 


Gives you a good start toward going into your 
own business or applying for a job 4 a 
gunshop. 


GUN REPAIR 
SALES, IMPORTING*ACCURIZING 
TROUBLE-SHOOTING 


GUN SALES and MUCH, MUCH MORE 
MEAN PROFITS FOR REPAIRMEN 


There are more than 20 million hunters plus 
more millions of target shooters, gun collectors and 


owners in the U.S. APPROVED FOR VETERANS 
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SCHOOL OF FIREARMS 


4400 Campus Drive 
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Newport Beach, Calif. 92660 


E 
= 
| 
i 
ry 
w 
W 
= 
a 
=) 
a 


Name eS a Se 
Address 


Cee Stale iN 


| North American School of Firearms, 4400 Campus Drive, 
Dept. RSO64 Newport Beach, CA 92660 
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Bric BENCH 

You can’t move most stable shooting 
benches without three men and a 
pick-up truck. The Sidekick is designed 
to move. This portable steel shooting 
bench is recommended by the 
manufacturer for zeroing, varmint 
shooting and stakeouts, measures 
47.5x5.5x12 inches (folded), weighs 26 
pounds, and costs $99.95. The Ricman 
Company, Dept. SOF, 2500 Samuels 
Road, Sandpoint, ID 83864. Phone: 
(208) 263-0751. 


D UCKBILL 


Available only to U.S. law 
enforcement agencies or the U.S. 
military, ScatterChoke will spread 
seven-and-a-half shot in an eight-foot 

| flat arc at 30 feet. Quinetic Corp., Dept. 
SOF, P.O. Box 29007, San Antonio, 
TX 78229. 


S AFE AT HOME 

The Agape Gun Lock system consists 
of a 60-pound break-strength cable-tie, 
a plastic bolt-block, and a metal ring to 
break the cable-tie in case of need. The 
manufacturer claims small children 
cannot break the seal, and that the 
weapon cannot be fired with the device 
in place. With prices starting at $1.98, 
including 10 cable ties, anyone can 
afford firearms safety. Agape Gun Lock, 
Inc., Dept. SOF, Box 11, Belmont, MI 
49306. 
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Mounr FOR ’03 

1903 Springfields can now be mounted with scopes without drilling, tapping, 
bending the bolt handle, removing the sights or otherwise compromising the 
rifle’s original arsenal condition. Bolting into the magazine cut-off, this $59.95 
mount allows use of original sights with scope in place. B-Square Mounts, Dept. 
SOF, P.O. Box 11281, Fort Worth, TX 76109. Phone: (800) 433-2909 (outside 
Texas) or (817) 429-9212. 


(rs SLING 

If you can’t bear the idea of a black or brown rifle sling with your 
camo-taped G3 and American Woodland BDUs, the Camouflage Carry Strap is 
your accessory. Available in 48-inch and 72-inch lengths, and 1-inch and 
1.25-inch widths, prices begin at $5.25. A catalog describing many other 
products can be had for a dollar. Michael’s of Oregon, Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 
13010, Portland, OR 97213. 


 Crencee SHELTER 

The Japanese-made MMS (Mini-Maxi 
Shelter) offers the space and headroom 
of a small tent in the weight and 
price-range usually associated with the 
best bivouac sacks. At 2.12 pounds and 
$194.95 for the two-man version, or 
1.7 pounds and $159.95 for the 
one-man, the MMS is a versatile and 
light small tent. The Gore-tex roof is 
yellow, and the coated nylon-taffeta 
floor is brown, so it isn’t camouflaged, 
but bright colors are desireable for 
many non-military outdoor purposes. 
Pacific Traders, Dept. SOF, 1295 W. 
Knickerbocker Dr., Sunnyvale, CA 
94087. Phone: (408) 733-7665. 
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CONFLUX(; 


Shoes For The Martial Arts 
GAIN BALANCE, SPEED AND POWER! 


DEVELOPED FOR USE UNDER BOTH MODERN TRAINING AND URBAN FIGHTING 
CONDITIONS, ALL CONFLUX SHOES FEATURE: 


@ DYNAMICALLY CONTOURED SOLE TO ALLOW BOTH LATERAL AND 
ROTATIONAL MOVEMENT WITHOUT SLIPPING 


@ SPECIALLY BLENDED SOFTER RUBBER COMPOUND FOR PERFECT GRIP 


@ FLAT PLATFORM WITH HOLLOW RIDGED SOLE CONSTRUCTION FOR LIGHT 
WEIGHT AND THE “FEEL” OF THE GROUND 


@ TOUGH, DURABLE UPPER OF BALLISTIC NYLON WITH SUEDE REINFORCEMENT 


KX-210 Traditional lace system ® suede reinforced KX-240V U-shaped velcro fastener for comfort and 
® tough EVASKIN sidestay $34.95 convienence © maximum fiexibility $39.95 


KX-280V Similar to KX-240V with velcro closure KX-395 Mid-high boot for added ankle sensitivity 
but in an all leather model ® ideal for casual and and protection @ full lace system with velcro 
street wear $49.95 closure on top $44.95 


ALL La SHOES ARE ENDORSED BY MASTER FRED VILLARI!! 


ADDRESS 
OY SS ee SATE 
CHARGE ORDER: OIMASTERCARD (OVIsSA 


SUB-TOTAL CREDIT CARD#® 
*Indicate men’s or women’s SIGNATURE 


ORLEANS, MA 


02653 Prepaid orders (money order, credit card, certified check) normally shipped \ 
TOTAL $ within 3 working days. Personal check will result in a 14 day delay. | 


Add $2.00 per pair shipping “All shipments by UPS so please provide street address. 
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FRAGGING FONDA 


Vets Sight in on Hanoi Jane 


by John Lofton 


OOR Jane Fonda. She’s being inconvenienced and 

harassed. In some cities where she was to have 
appeared to promote her latest line of exercise clothing, 
some stores have received threatening anti-Fonda phone 
calls. So, some stores canceled her appearance. 

But Fonda’s problem is small potatoes when compared 
to some of the inconvenience and harassment she caused 
to be inflicted on some of our former prisoners of war in 
North Vietnam. 

For example, here’s what ex-American POW Navy Lt. 
Cmdr. David Hoffman said happened to him when he 
refused to meet with Fonda when she visited North Viet- 
nam in the early 1970s: 

“I happened to be in a body cast, from the waist up with 
my arm out in front of me. I was placed on a table and then 
ona chair, which was on top of the table. And there was a 
hook in the ceiling. 

“I think the height of the ceiling was probably 20 feet or 
so. The rope was strung around my arm, up around the 
armpit. Then I was placed upon the chair on top of the 
table. And the table was kicked out from under me. I 
dropped the Iength of this rope, so that I would come to a 
couple of inches off the floor. 

“They would put the table and chair back under me and 
stick me up there again and drop me again, until I even- 
tually came very close to passing out.” 

When stories began to appear detailing this kind of 
torture of our POWs, Fonda attacked not the communists, 
but their torture victims. 

Calling the Vietnamese ‘a gentle people,” she was 
quoted by one wire service as saying there was no reason 
to believe U.S. Air Force officers because they were “‘pro- 
fessional killers.” 

Taking issue with this report, Fonda complained in a 
letter to The Washington Post that what she actually said 
was that it was not a North Vietnamese “policy” to torture 
American POWs. There, now. That should certainly make 
all our tortured POWs feel better, right? 

In an interview earlier this month on the CBS Morning 
News, Fonda took issue with those who “choose con- 
tinually to dredge up the past,” those who criticize her 
“politics.” But she is far too modest. What she has en- 
gaged in over the past decade and a half is much more 
than merely “politics.” 

In November of 1970, the Detroit Free Press quoted 
Fonda as telling a Michigan State University audience, “T 
would think that, if you understood what communism 
was, you would hope, you would pray on your knees that 
we would someday be communist.” 

For many Americans, Fonda’s most memorable star- 
ring role was not in a movie but in a piece of news film from 
North Vietnam in mid-1972. What this film clip showed 
was an obviously elated Fonda, laughing and wearing a 
helmet while seated in the gunner’s seat of a North Viet- 
namese antiaircraft gun. 

It was on this same trip that she made numerous 
speeches carried by Radio Hanoi in which she called 
American soldiers “war criminals”; she called those com- 
munists killing our fathers, sons and brothers “heroic 
sons” fighting for “freedom” and she urged South Viet- 
namese troops to stop being used as “cannon fodder for 
U.S. imperialism.” 
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EDITORIAL 


Hanoi Jane Fonda sights through the scope of 
antiaircraft weapon in famous photo taken during trip 
to North Vietnam in July 1972. Photo: UPI 


In one broadcast to American Gls in South Vietnam — 
broadcast in English to Europe, Africa and the Mideast — 
Fonda even seemed to encourage dissident U.S. troops to 
murder their officers. Commenting on “fragging” — the 
throwing of a fragmentation grenade into the tent of a 
“gung-ho officer” determined to send his troops against 
those who are not really the enemy — she said that in 
America, however, “We do not condone the killing of 
American officers,” the killing “of anyone.” But, she said, 
“We do support the soldiers who are beginning to think for 
themselves.” Get it? 

And on a 1975 trip to, of all places, the Soviet Union, 
Fonda observed, “It’s understood throughout the world 
that the major police states in the world are created bythe 
United States.” 

Jane Fonda is one of the few people who have the 
perverse knack of being able to lie while complaining that 
the truth is not being told. 

In a 7 September 1972 appearance on the Dick Cavett 
Show — while lamenting that “we’re not being told the 
truth” about the Vietnam War — she declared that during 
the Nixon administration 40 million South Vietnamese 
were “killed, injured or made homeless.” 

This figure at the time was more than twice the entire 
population of South Vietnam. On the CBS program this 
month, Fonda stated that “hundreds of thousands” of 
American lives were “lost” in the Vietnam War. The cor- 
rect number is approximately 55,000. 

In her CBS interview, Fonda — who once characterized 
herself as “a revolutionary woman ready to support all 
struggles that are radical’’ — said that she planned to 
continue her tour promoting her exercise clothing be- 
cause she’s not used to “backing down to a few extrem- 
ists.” 

Terrific. And there are obviously not a few “extremists” 
who are refusing to forget or forgive the unrepentant ex- 
tremism of Jane Fonda. 

And I say: God bless ’em each and every one! 

Reprinted with permission of Washington Times. ® 
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ELECTION ’84 


Keeping Arms Control 


Under Control 
\by Robert J. Caldwell 


Last month SOF began its Election ’84 series of editorials 
with Karl Phaler’s analysis of the candidates’ positions regard- 
ing the military. This month Robert Caldwell evaluates the 
candidates’ stance toward arms control. 


N 1980, presidential candidate Ronald Reagan carried 
44 states partly by charging — correctly — that the 

Carter administration had been too accommodating in 
arms control negotiations with the Soviet Union. This 
year, Democrats will try to recoup by arguing that Presi- 
dent Reagan has not been accommodating enough. 

This notion should prove difficult to sell to the American 
people, not least because the facts so clearly indict Rus- 
sians, not Reaganites, for sabotaging arms control. It was, 
afier all, the Soviets who broke off all East-West arms 
negotiations last fall. Among the casualties of the Soviet 
walkouts: the strategic arms reduction talks (START), the 
Euro-missile negotiations on intermediate-range nuclear 
weapons, and the NATO-Warsaw Pact talks on reducing 
conventional forces in Europe. And it was the Soviets who, 
throughout the winter and spring, rejected every entreaty 
from Washington, Bonn, London, and Rome to reopen 
these negotiations. 

The Reagan administration and NATO Europe have 
stood ready to resume talks unconditionally. By contrast, 
the Soviets demand that the Americans first remove the 
new Cruise and Pershing II missiles sent to Europe to 
counter the growing numbers of Russian SS-20 rockets. 
Inasmuch as the SS-20s and the new American missiles 
are the very subjects of the Euro-missile negotiations, the 
Soviet precondition has been properly judged unaccept- 
able by the Reagan administration and the NATO allies. 

The failure of these and previous arms control negotia- 
tions, plus the vivid fear-mongering of the disarmament/ 
appeasement lobby, have fueled considerable public sup- 
port for a “nuclear freeze.” In theory, the freeze would 
permit both superpowers to keep the nuclear weapons 
they already possess while prohibiting the building of any 
new ones. Mondale, Hart, Jackson, and many other 
Democrats endorse the freeze, Reagan opposes it, and for 
good reason. 

The nuclear freeze got its first big endorsement not from 
some muddled-headed pacifist but from the late Leonid 
Brezhnev, who publicly proposed a freeze in November 
1979. Brezhnev advocated a freeze not because he craved 
peace and disarmament but because a freeze would stop 
U.S. rearmament and render the current Soviet nuclear 
advantages permanent. 

And then there is the little matter of verification. Yellow 
rain, antiballistic missile radars in Siberia, and — by the 
Heritage Foundation’s careful count — 39 other Soviet 
violations of existing arms control agreements tell us all 
we need to know about the Kremlin’s willingness to cheat, 
even when the scale of that cheating must eventually 
result in discovery. A stack of SS-20s would fit nicely into a 
garage. A cruise missile would go under a desk with room 
to spare. How would U.S. intelligence verify Soviet com- 
pliance with a freeze? Answer: It could not. 

But the freeze debate and arguments over the proper 
negotiating approach mask a more profound question 
about arms control, one that should be put center stage in 
this presidential election year. The decade and a half since 
arms control negotiations became a seemingly permanent 
feature of Soviet-American relations has witnessed an 
ominous, and hardly coincidental, shift in the East-West 
military balance. As recently as the late 1970s the United 
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States led the Soviet Union in almost every measure of 
strategic nuclear weaponry. Today, the Soviets lead in 
three-fourths of all the standard measurements of nuclear 
strength. 

The Soviet Union has more and larger intercontinental 
ballistic missiles, more submarine-launched ballistic mis- 
siles, newer long-range bombers, and vasily larger 
strategic defense forces. Most ominous of all, only the 
Soviet Union possesses the kinds and numbers of nuclear 
weapons necessary for a first strike against hardened mis- 
sile silos. Even the traditional American advantages in 
missile accuracy and total numbers of nuclear warheads 
are rapidly disappearing. The Reagan rearmament pro- 
gram is intended to halt and then reverse this relative 
erosion in American strategic strength, and the declining 
defense budgets that characterized the 1970s. 

It cannot be denied that the arms control “process” 
contributed to this shift in strategic power in favor of the 
Soviet Union. Successive arms control agreements lulled 
Congress and the American people into a false sense of 
security. And that, in turn, diminished political support for 
spending the necessary sums for defense. As for the agree- 
ments themselves, most merely ratified the Soviet Union’s 
growing strength and the relative decline of the United 
States. 

It is precisely this dangerous and potentially disastrous 
process that candidate Reagan condemned and President 
Reagan has sought to terminate. In effect, Reagan is 
trying to rebuild America’s strategic nuclear deterrent (as 
well as the nation’s long-neglected conventional forces) so 
that negotiations with the Soviets can be conducted from 
a position of strength. Mondale and the liberal/left of the 
Democratic Party profess to find this approach somehow 
dangerously provocative. They will have trouble explain- 
ing how. 

The Mondale-Hart-Jackson Democrats also lack a con- 
vincing answer for the biggest arms control question of all: 
What happens if Soviet actions demonstrate conclusively 
that the Kremlin views arms control only as a stratagem to 
deceive and weaken the West? If, as seems likely, that 
proves to be the case, Reagan’s doctrine of peace through 
unquestioned strength will at least have provided a vital 
margin of safety. But where would the country be after a 
Democratic administration had unilaterally cancelled the 
MX missile, the B-1 bomber, and disowned any thought of 
building defenses against a Soviet missile attack? 


OMMON sense and the Constitution make national 

security the federal government’s paramount re- 
sponsibility. The Reagan administration’s policies on 
arms control are far more likely to safequard that security 
than what the Democrats are offering. @ 
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4 a — This is the last in a three-part series on the 
S a I rl STO RY struggles of the Karen, Shan and Kachin 
K tribesmen to gain self-government from 
Burma’s repressive regime in the years 
since World War II. ‘‘Karen Rebels in Bur- 


ma’’ (SOF, April ’84) described the 
Karens’ embattled kingdom of Kawthoolei, 
which stretches across the southern tail of 


Burma from Moulmein south to the Thai 


border. In our June and July issues we inter- 
rupted the series to bring you Jim Coyne 
(‘‘The Last Battle?’’) and Seagrave’s 
(‘‘Burma: The Battle Continues’’) bulletins 


on this winter’s assault by the Burmese on 
Kawthoolei. 
““Burma’s Golden Triangle’’ (SOF, May 


War -Wear y Kachins Continue '84) addressed the confusion of the Shan 


rebels with the armies of opium warlords: 


@ Burma’s eastern plateau, the Golden 
U p hill B attle Triangle, is the richest opium-producing re- 


gion in the world. 


by Sterling Seagrave HE trickle of international travelers in 


Photos courtesy of AP/Wide World Thailand who make their way as far 
north as Mae Sai are greeted with an unusual 


spectacle. This small town on the Burmese 
border has enough well-stocked stores and 
shops to provide for the needs of a whole 
country. That is exactly what it does. This is 
where the people of Burma come for goods 
they cannot get at home under “‘the Bur- 
mese Way to Socialism.”’ 

Since 1962, when Burmese strongman 
Gen. Ne Win seized power and nationalized 
every business down to fruit stalls, the Bur- 
mese economy has been in a state of near- 
collapse. The population of some 32 million 
subsists on a black market worth a conserva- 
tively estimated $300 million a year to its 
neighbors. Both China and Thailand do a 
whopping business supplying it. Every 
jungle village now has its tiny transistor 
radio made in the People’s Republic, able to 
pick up heartwarming broadcasts from the 
PRC, and the lucky child can discard his 
dried opium-pod rattle for a Chinese rubber 
ducky modeled crudely after Disney’s 
Donald. The lion’s share of Burma’s illicit 
trade is with Thailand, mostly through Mae 
Sai. 

A cornucopia of consumer goods pours 
through here, everything from blue jeans 
and baby formula to bicycles and diesel 
engines. In return, the people of Burma 
flood Mae Sai with cattle, rice, magnificent 
antiques at preposterous prices, and the 
world’s finest rubies, sapphires and jade. 

Jade is next to opium as Burma’s most 
valued export. The remote rebel country of 
North Burma is the world’s center for jade, 
particularly along the Uru River, whose 
gorge cuts through veins of the green miner- 
al. The region’s rebel army is the primary 
exporter. They bring it down in pack trains, 
80 pounds per mule, a trip that takes three 
months each way, and swim it across the 
Salween River to the Thai and Chinese 
buyers at Mae Sai. Every shop has some, 
even the Bata shoe store — big chunks, little 
Column of Kachins, armed with standard-issue Enfields and one Thompson submachine chunks, some as big as your head. 
gun, move stealthily through Burma’s jungles. The Kachins, veteran jungle fighters, were The common ‘‘jade’’ used for most 
much feared by the Japanese for their stealth and ferocity. Oriental carving is just ordinary nephrite, 
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which can be found everywhere on earth. 
But the superior jade prized by gem dealers 
and collectors is jadeite and comes exclu- 
sively from Burma. Most of it reaches the 
world through Hong Kong because Chinese 
merchants come to-Mae Sai to buy it from 
the rebels. The rarest and finest pieces are 
called ‘‘Peking Jade,’’ because only this 
delicate green stuff was of sufficient quality 
to meet the expectations of the Imperial 
court and Mandarinate. It has been supplied 
exclusively from Burma for many centur- 
ies, primarily through mountain passes 
across the fabled Hump, to decorate the 
Empress Dowagers of the Middle King- 
dom. 

The rebel soldiers who bring this rich 
hoard down to Mae Sai and trade it for 
Ml6s, Kalashnikovs and M79 grenade 
launchers are no less remarkable. They are 
the people who provided America with its 
first guerrilla army behind enemy lines, the 
first secret U.S.-officered commando, 
espionage and sabotage force since George 
Washington’s Rangers: the Kachins of OSS 
Detachment 101. 

They are tough, sinewy mountain people 
who strongly resemble the famous Gurkhas 
of Nepal. The word Kachin is only the cor- 
ruption of a nickname given to them by the 
lowlanders: “‘wild men.’’ Ethnically, they 
are the Jinghpaw people who migrated here 
from Mongolia over the centuries from 200 
B.C. to 800 A.D., moving through the pas- 
ses from Szechuan Province. They are easi- 
ly distinguished from the soft, languid low- 
landers of the Mekong basin both by their 
high mongol features and their bearing. 

These are men from the high cloud- 
country, an unexplored region along the 
eastern shoulders of the Himalayas, where 
the great rivers run east and south in foam- 
ing cataracts through deep gorges before 
reaching the broad plains of Southeast Asia. 
It is an area which few outsiders have ever 
seen. The several British scientists who 
went there before World War II, among 
them ornithologists and the botanist King- 
don-Ward, found a strange, lost world 
ringed by snowy mountains and filled with 
peculiar birds, butterflies, and beasts like 
the takin, which looks like it was patched 
together from five other creatures. 

The OSS ‘‘discovered’’ the Kachins be- 
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Setting up in a position which controlled 
one of the possible escape trails in Burman 
jungle, Kachin Rangers clear .30-cal. 
Browning LMG in preparation for action. 


cause of a handful of missionaries. An Irish 
Catholic priest and a few American Baptist 
missionaries had made their way deep into 
Kachin country during the early decades of 
this century, and were teaching school and 
ministering to souls when the Japanese 
Army swarmed over from Thailand in the 
early months of 1942. 

As the British Army retreated into 
Assam, and Gen. Stilwell made his famous 
escape on foot through the impossible 
mountains, the Kachins rescued the strag- 
glers and took them to the missionaries. 
Father James Stuart of St. Columban’s 
Foreign Mission Society and his Kachins 
rescued scores of refugees, including Brit- 
ish Tommies and American airmen. When 
the grateful British government called the 
30-year-old Stuart out of the cloud-forest 
long enough to give him the Order of the 
British Empire, he came to the attention of 
Col. Carl Eifler of the OSS. 


Brig. Gen. Frank Merrill (center) and two 
of his aides, Lts. Elbert Viron Higgins and 
Albert Bryon Higgins, of Adamsville, Texas. 
Merrill commanded and gave his name to 
the legendary Merrill’s Marauders, who 
hacked their way through hundreds of miles 
of leech-infested malarial jungle in Burma. 


In the spring of 1942, the OSS was just 
getting organized under William J. (“‘Wild 
Bill’’) Donovan. One of Donovan’s first 
jobs was to stop the Japanese advance be- 
fore the Imperial Army overflowed into 
British India. He was also to do everything 
possible to pave the way for Stilwell and the 
British Army to fight their way back into 
Burma. The idea was for America’s first 
intelligence agency to set up America’s first 
guerrilla operation, and drop the first Long 
Range Reconnaissance Patrol agents 
(LRRPs) behind enemy lines. Britain was 
planning its own parallel operation slightly 
to the south under the strange military 
genius Orde Wingate. i 

Stilwell and Donovan chose Eifler as the 
man to head the LRRP force. He was a 
solid, beefy man with a voice like a wound- 
ed bull, a professional boxer and jujitsu 
master who had made a name for himself in 
the Border Patro] and as Deputy Director of 
Customs in Honolulu. With Eifler came 
Army Capts. John Coughjin and Ray Peers. 
Their unit was designated Detachment 101. 
Vinegar Joe Stilwell’s instructions to Eifler 
were simple: ‘‘The next thing I want to hear 
out of you are some loud booms from be- 
hind the Jap lines.”’ 

Operating out of a cobra-infested tea 
plantation at Nazira in Assam, Ejfler and 
Peers enlisted Father Stuart, and with his 
help trained the Kachin Rangers and 
dropped them with American officers hun- 
dreds of miles inside Japanese-held Burma. 
These sapper teams, run by young Amer- 
icans like Vince Curl and Jim Tilly, played 
havoc with the 18th Diyision of Lt. Gen. 
Shinichi Tanaka and the 31st Division of Lt. 
Gen. Kotuku Sato, who were the deter- 
mined field commanders of Gen. Renya 
Mutaguchi’s formidable 15th Army. 

It was the Kachin Rangers who intro- 
duced the Yanks to Punji sticks, the shar- 
pened bamboo stakes smeared with shit and 
planted on both sides of jungle trails. When 
the Kachins then set up ambushes, the 
Japanese dove for cover and were impaled 
and poisoned. Many of the dirty tricks of 
jungle warfare that became well known in 
Vietnam were perfected 30 years earlier in 
the jungles of Burma. 

By the time the first regular American 
military force reached the Asian mainland 
to join the fight against the Japanese, the 
irregulars of Detachment 101 and the 
Kachin Rangers had things ready for them. 
This U.S. Army unit, code-named Galahad, 
soon came to be called Merrill’s Marauders 
after its commander, Brig. Gen. Frank Mer- 
rill. 

The 5307th Composite Unit was its offi- 
cial designation, and it was composed of 
hazardous-duty volunteers and misfits dra- 
gooned from guard houses throughout the 
Pacific Theater. There were 3,000 of them, 
and their single job was to hack their way 
into Burma and cut a hole in Tanaka’s divi- 
sion. They were the only fighting men Stil- 
well had — the rest of Vinegar Joe’s com- 
mand consisted of Chinese armies that were 
clearly under orders from the Generalissimo 
in Chungking to minimize losses of men and 
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materiel by avoiding contact with the 
Japanese. 

The objective of the Marauders was to 
fight their way south and capture the 
strategic airbase at Myitkyina (“‘Mitch’’ to 
the Americans). Once the Japanese were 
pushed out of Kachin country and this 
Strategic airbase was in Allied hands, it 
would be possible for Stilwell’s engineers to 
cut a road from Ledo in Assam to join the 
Burma Road, reopening the overland life- 
line of Lend-Lease war supplies to China, 
which had been cut the year before with the 
fall of Burma. 

The objective of OSS Detachment 101’s 
Kachin Rangers was even tougher. They 
had to clear the way for the Marauders. 
They were the cutting edge of the spear- 
head. 

The Kachins were unmatched as jungle 
fighters. They had a sixth sense that de- 
tected the Japanese long before their Amer- 
ican officers could. They picked their way 
along faint tracks through otherwise im- 
penetrable bamboo thickets and fields of 
elephant grass, moved light-footed up and 
down sheer cliffs and across ravines, and 
were undaunted by monsoon rains of 30 
inches aday. They used crossbows and trip- 
lines to cut down enemy scouts, and taught 
the OSS agents to survive by eating ter- 
mites, bees, monkey brains and the delicate 
lilies that grew on the carpeted jungle floor. 

Hundreds of miles of leech-infested 
malarial jungle lay ahead of the Marauders, 
and in places it took them two weeks to 
cover as little as 30 miles. Their pack mules 
died and the men fell ill to fevers, snakebite 
and jungle ulcers that ate into their leg 
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A column of Merrill’s Marauders marches 
along a trail in northern Burma, heading 
for action against Japanese. The 
Marauders’ objective was to fight their way 
south and capture strategic airbase at 
Myitkyina, which would allow Stilwell to 
reopen the Burma Road so overland 
supplies could reach China again. 


bones. Elephant leeches the size of black- 
jacks dropped onto them, while smaller 
ones wiggled through their clothes and 
gorged in their joints. 

All the while, the Kachins provided flank 
security, scouted far ahead and gave early 
warning of enemy ambushes. When the 
bedraggled Marauders finally reached the 
airfield at Myitkyina, the Japanese were 
caught completely by surprise and the base 
fell immediately. The town of Myitkyina 
took a bit longer. It was one of the most 
famous battles of WWII. The heroic misery 
and near-mutiny of the Marauders became 
one of the legends of the war. OSS Detach- 
ment 101 became godfather of the CIA and 
all its field operations over subsequent de- 
cades. But what of the Kachin Rangers? 

Ten thousand Kachins in all served with 
the OSS as Rangers, Scouts or in other 
capacities with the U.S. Army during 
WWIL. Their adventures fill the books later 
written by the Americans who served with 
them, from the historical narrative of Ray 
Peers (Behind the Burma Road) to the 
novels of Tom Chamales (Never So Few). 
But when the war ended, the Kachins 
seemed to vanish into the jungle, never to be 
heard from again. 

It is an old and tragic story. How many 


times during the war, after being rescued 
from a Japanese ambush or pulled from the 
wreckage of downed aircraft, did Amer- 
icans say a heartfelt thanks and swear to 
their rescuers that one day, when this was all 
over, they would come back and see the 
sons of these bighearted Kachin Rangers 
through American colleges, so they could 
take the blessings of technical civilization 
back to the cloud-forests of Kachinland? 

Indeed, after the war, to fulfill this deeply 
felt obligation, the OSS veterans of the 101 
Association collected a large sum of money 
for the Kachin people. This was to provide a 
technical school in Kachin territory and also 
to begin providing college education in 
America for a long string of young Kachins, 
who would then go home to develop the 
health services and natural resources of Bur- 
ma’s Kachin State, to introduce new crops 
or otherwise improve living standards. 

But the first installment of this fund sent 
to Burma was confiscated by the Burmese 
government in Rangoon. The 10! Associa- 
tion prudently withheld the rest. During the 
decades that followed, years of upheaval 
and years in which American foreign policy 
in Southeast Asia was not deftly executed, 
Burma closed itself to foreigners. Burma’s 
most promising leaders were assassinated, 
and in the chaos that followed, multiple 
rebellions broke out that fragmented the 
countryside. 

Unlike other countries, it was never a 
clearcut battle between communist and non- 
communist forces. Burma had a confusing 
welter of Stalinists and Trotskyites as well 
as Maoists battling the inept central govern- 
ment. More important, there was a parallel 


AUGUST 84 


ethnic civil war being waged between Ran- 
goon and all the hill-tribe groups that had 
little or nothing to do with communism. At 
issue instead was how the administration of 
the country should be shared between the 
lowland Burmans and the many minorities 
in the hill country. 

When the British colonial government 
withdrew in 1947, the lowland Burmans 
had agreed to share power with the minor- 
ities. But they broke their agreement im- 
mediately, plunging the countryside into re- 
bellion. The Burmans adhere stubbornly to 
this policy even now, 37 years later. As a 
result, the nation remains fragmented and 
miserable. Two-thirds of Burma is more or 
less under the control of its non-communist 
ethnic rebels. The Shans, Karens and 
Kachins control most of it, and the Mons, 
Chins and Arakanese smaller portions. Bur- 
ma is a nation in name only. 

Nearly one-fourth of Burma — the whole 
northern panhandle — is essentially under 
the control of the Kachin Independence 
Army. Historically, this area was never 
controlled by the lowland Burman kings. 
The Kachins have never been humbled. 
During British colonial rule, the British 
wisely garrisoned only the big cities and 
towns, and left the countryside to the 
Kachins to administer. It is like that even 
today, for outside of those same heavily 
garrisoned cities, Burmese Army control is 
a hollow pretense. A total of 200,000 Bur- 
ma Army soldiers are required to maintain 
that pretense in the Kachin area alone. But 
because the Burmans control the capital city 
of Rangoon, they have the political and 
diplomatic advantage and can pretend to 
control the whole country. 

Maintaining this pretense costs the Bur- 
mans dearly. It is largely because of their 
refusal to make peace with the other ethnic 
groups that the economy is in a shambles 
and all social, economic or political prog- 
ress is illusory or impossible. 

The Kachins cannot make any progress 
either, because they are sealed off in Upper 
Burma, badgered by the Burma Army, and 
unable to strike any useful bargains with the 
outside world. On their western frontier is 
India, which cannot cope with its own prob- 
lems in Assam. On the east is China, which 
demands a high price for its help. 

Peking from time to time has offered to 
provide the Kachins with money, weapons 
and training, in return for backing the estab- 
lishment of a ‘‘semi-autonomous’’ Kachin 
State. But the Kachins are wise enough to 
realize that there is no such thing as being 
half-eaten by a tiger. 

Until 1966, the Kachin Independence 
Army (KIA) held its own against the Burma 
Army, In that year the Burmans launched a 
brutal scorched-earth policy. Kachin vil- 
lages and towns were attacked from the air 
with napalm, and troops slaughtered all 
livestock and burned the great majority of 
paddy fields. Sixty percent of all Kachin 
villages were destroyed. Tens of thousands 
of Kachin men, women and children were 
forced to escape into the remotest jungles 
where they were stricken by famine and 
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A squad of Kachin Rangers — dahs (bush 
knives) slung at their sides, grenades tied to 
their belts, and armed with a motley 
assortment of weapons — is augmented hy 
trio of new recruits, who will exchange 
native dress for G.I. equipment after the 
drill. 


Unmatched as jungle fighters, a column of 
Kachin rangers could cross little-known 
jungle trails over rugged mountains and slip 
to the rear of Japanese positions, providing 
flank security, scouting information, and 
giving early warning of enemy ambushes to 
Merrill’s Marauders. 


thousands died. 

Those who stayed behind were the target 
of atrocities, including rape, mutilation and 
disemboweling. The central government 
cynically blocked all shipments of iodized 
salt to the region, where goiter is endemic. 
Foreign embassies in Rangoon received 
grisly reports but were fearful of arousing 
the anger of the Burmese strongman, so 
failed to draw world attention to the po- 
grom. Still, the Kachins refused ta heel. 

Eventually the Burma Army withdrew to 
its garrisons again, and the people came 
down from the hills. The KIA fought on as 
the years passed, carrying jade to Thailand 
in exchange for weapons, and sometimes 
opium as well. Under the military lead- 
ership of three brothers, Zau Seng, Zau Tan 
and Zau Htoo, and the political leadership 
of Brang Seng, the Kachins kept up guerril- 
la pressure on the Burmans into the 1970s, 


when Zau Seng was murdered in Thailand 
by a hired Burmese assassin. The murder 
was a severe blow, but the Kachins had 
weathered much worse. Today, the struggle 
continues: The KIA leadership still main- 
tains a safe house in Chiengmai and a heavy 
trade in weapons with Thailand. 

The Kachins have never succeeded in 
getting any help from the United States, 
officially or unofficially, although numer- 
ous OSS alumni have risen to high positions 
in the State Department, the White House 
staff and the CIA, including Roger Hils- 
man, who served in Burma and became 
Assistant Secretary of State for Far Eastern 
Affairs. This has probably been a blessing 
for the Kachins, considering how badly 
America’s other jungle guerrilla allies have 
fared over the years — the Hmong of Laos, 
for example. 

Unfortunately, even private American 
citizens have not helped, although they 
could easily have done so through Chieng- 
mai at any time. The Morse family of Amer- 
ican Baptist missionaries remained stoutly 
with the Kachins through the bloodshed and 
the famine, and finally came out through 
Assam in the 1970s. Today they continue 
working in Chiengmai with the hill people, 
maintaining their contact with the Kachins 
through Mae Sai. But they are the only 
ones. 

Along these same channels it would be 
possible to send jn medical supplies and 
vitamins, or to bring out Kachin youths for 
school and college, and send them back the 
same way. But nobody has taken such an 
initiative. The former commandos of the 
OSS no longer do anything clandestine. At 
its annual meetings the 101 Association reg- 
ularly talks about going back to visit some- 
day, ‘‘when Burma opens up,”’ but that day 
has been long in coming. 

Meanwhile, a stalemate exists between 
the ethnic rebels and the Burma Army. The 
fate of the central government in Rangoon 
now tums on who will succeed strongman 
Ne Win when the malignant old man — now 
in his doddering 80s, and in a state of semi- 
retirement — finally goes to his karma. 
Maybe then, a lot ie will be paid. 
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‘wae? 


EMEMBER the incident in Patton in 

which Patton (George C. Scott) asked 
a chaplain to write a prayer intended to end 
the snowstorms and foggy weather and 
allow the Air Force to support his assault on 
Bastogne during, the Battle of the Bulge? 

The prayer worked: At least, the weather 
cleared. The Air Force bombed hell out of 
the Germans; Patton relieved Bastogne and 
the chaplain got a medal. When asked why 
he was giving him the medal, Patton re- 
plied, ‘‘Because that man’s in good with 
God.”’ 

The same can be said for Son Sann, the 
leader of the Khmer People’s National Lib- 
eration Front (KPNLF). 
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SOF FEATURE 


BATTLE FOR AMPIL 


Khmers and Thais Force Viet About-face 


by Jim Graves 
Photos courtesy of Bangkok Post 


KPNLF soldier fires 60mm Type-31 
(Chinese) mortar at Vietnamese troops near 
Ampil, Cambodia. Soldier in center awaits 
his turn with RPG-7. 


In a late and surprising dry-season offen- 
sive, Vietnam launched a two-regiment 
attack against Ampil, the KPNLF’s major 
camp, close to the Thai border, on 15 April. 

Vietnam’s sudden, massive assault sent 
over 30,000 civilians racing for the safety of 
the border and drove the camp’s defensive 
lines back three kilometers in the first few 
hours. Thereafter, the battle settled down 
into a bloody stalemate, much to the sur- 
ptise of everyone, including the KPNLF. 


When the fighting started, Son Sann w 
in Europe, on a long-arranged tour aimed at 
obtaining support for his poorly backed 
organization. Son Sann accepted as true the 
initial press reports that Ampil had fallen. 
These reports, based on communist radio 
broadcasts from Phnom Penh and on rumors 
along the border, turned out to be wildly 
inaccurate. 

Actually, the KPNLF was holding its 
own at Ampil, bringing in reinforcements 
from nearby camps and preparing to launch 
acounterattack. Son Sann rushed from Paris 
to Bangkok on 21 April and met that same 
day with his military commanders to boost 
morale and also with some Ampil refugees 
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at a camp just inside Thailand. He said, ‘‘I 
pray for you; I pray for rain, a lot of rain, 
because then you will be able to go back to 
Ampil.”’ 

Early the next morning, the sky was dark, 
threatening the type of rain that hadn’t been 
seen for months in Cambodia, as three 
KPNLF battalions (the 221st, 216th and 
217th) launched a counterattack from 
Ampil southeast toward Boeung Ampil 
(Lake Ampil), the outpost which the Viet- 
namese had overrun on 15 April. As heavy 
rain pounded down late that afternoon, the 
KPNLF punched through the Vietnamese 
lines to the shore of the lake, dealing Hanoi 
a serious propaganda and military defeat. 

It would appear that Son Sann is in good 
with his god, too. 

The attack against Ampil — a KPNLF 
headquarters and showplace, which had 
hospitals, schools, permanent housing, a 
cultural center, even an orchestra and ballet 
troupe — was part of a two-division general 
assault on Khmer resistance camps all along 
the 449-mile Thai-Cambodian border which 
started on 25 March. 

Since 1978, the year the Vietnamese 
overthrew Pol Pot’s Khmer Rouge govern- 
ment and installed a puppet government 
headed by Heng Samrin, the Vietnamese 
have been fighting on the Thai border. Im- 
mediately after the Khmer Rouge were 
forced out of Phnom Penh, they retreated to 
the heavily jungled hills of western Cambo- 
dia, and Pol Pot — an acknowledged mad- 
man who killed several million of his own 
people between 1975 and 1978, but also a 
military genius — began planning the guer- 
rilla war to throw the Vietnamese out. 

The anti- Vietnamese resistance original- 
ly consisted of about 20,000 Khmer Rouge 
fighters, but they were soon joined by the 
pro-Western KPNLF and later a third fac- 
tion, the Armee Nationale Sihanoukiste 
(ANS), loyal to former Cambodian King 
Norodom Sihanouk, who took the field 
against the Vietnamese. From the beginning 
the Khmer resistance has kept highly visible 
camps for its civilian supporters on the 
Thai-Cambodian border. 

Each year from 1979 through 1983, the 
Vietnamese launched operations against 
these camps in attempts to destroy the resist- 
ance’s civilian base of support. The bases 
also serve as ports-of-entry for most of the 
resistance arms, which come from a number 
of diverse sources, but primarily from Chi- 
na. The Vietnamese attacks are always 
launched in the dry season (December to 
May) since, once the spring monsoon ar- 
rives, Cambodia’s lack of good roads makes 
it difficult for the Vietnamese to operate the 
armor and trucks they now depend on. 

It appeared that 1984 would be different 
in that there would not even be a dry-season 
offensive against the border camps. Cambo- 
dia-watchers made that assumption after a 
series of daring raids were conducted by the 
resistance forces against Vietnamese supply 
lines, destroying a confirmed 10 million 
liters of petroleum oi! lubricants (PLO) in- 
side Cambodia. Although the Vietnamese 
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ABOVE: KPNLF fighter rescued dog from 
Vietnamese who had overrun outposts at 
Ampil camp. Soldier is armed with RPG-2 
and is carrying a Chinese canteen. 


d 
BELOW: KPNLF officer directs team of 
RPG men to positions during defense of 
Ampil. Soldier at left has RPG-2, second 


from left has RPG-2 and fourth from left 
has RPG-7. 
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denied some of the attacks took place and 
disputed the success of the ones they admit- 
ted, other sources (including satellite photo- 
graphs) indicated that, while the spectacular 
successes the Khmer resistance claimed 
were exaggerated, they had done enough 
damage to the Vietnamese logistics to make 
an offensive in 1984 unlikely. 

But at least two Vietnamese divisions 
(the 302nd and 75th, along with some Heng 
Samrin puppet troops) went on the offensive 
in late March at widely scattered points 
along the Thai border. 

The first major attack was directed at the 
Khmer Rouge camp atop hill 547 in Cambo- 
dia’s Preah Vihear Province, which is oppo- 
site Thailand’s Si Sa Ket Province and near 
the point where the borders of Thailand, 
Cambodia and Laos meet. 

The Khmer Rouge camp on hill 547 sits 
tight against the Thai border, and to assault 
it successfully the regimental-size Viet- 
namese attacking force (supported by 10 
T-54 tanks and artillery) had to send out a 
flanking force of some 500 men and two 
T-54 tanks. 

The flanking maneuver brought the Viet- 
namese and Thais to odds over the ends of 
their gun barrels since the flanking maneu- 
ver took the Vietnamese into Thailand. The 
Vietnamese objective was the occupation of 
hills 642 and 581, from which they could 


support the assault on hill 547 and cut off the 


Khmer Rouge line of withdrawal. 

Hill 581 is disputed terrain on the ill- 
defined Thai-Cambodian border — Thai 
maps as recent as 1982 show it as being in 
Cambodia, but the all-important current 
Thai Army maps show it in Thailand. Hill 
642 and the Para Phali Pass, which the Viet- 
namese came through, are in Thailand on 
everybody’s maps. 

When the Thais discovered Vietnamese 
Sitting atop their hills 642 and 581 on 25 
March, artillery men from the 6th Thai divi- 
sion fired warning shots from 105s and 
155s. When the Vietnamese failed to move 
back, the Thais went in with A-37 jet air- 
strikes and a ground force of four infantry 
battalions, supported by one artillery battal- 
ion, one battalion of M48-A5 tanks and 
some’ small units from the Border Patrol 
Police and Special Forces. 

Thai artillery knocked out the two T-54 
tanks, but the Vietnamese booby-trapped 
them and the surrounding area to prevent the 
Thais from retrieving them and thus proving 
to the world the Vietnamese had actually 
invaded Thailand. Eventually, the T-54s 
were dragged off by the Vietnamese. 

The 500-man Vietnamese force, which 
had come through the Para Phali Pass (only 
a few meters wide in some places), pene- 
trated as deep as four to five kilometers into 
Thailand, and Vietnamese 122mm and 
130mm guns shelled Thai villages as far as 
eight kilometers inside Thailand. 

The commanding officer of the Thai 
Second Army Region, Maj. Gen. Issar- 
apong Noonpakdi (a Thai hero from the 
Vietnam War), attributed the overwhelming 
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Thai victory to the quality of his troops, the 
poor morale of the Vietnamese and the dam- 
age done to Vietnamese supply lines by 
Khmer Rouge fighters deeper in Cambodia 
before and during the battle. Thais claim to 
have killed 200 Vietnamese while losing 10 
Thai KIA and 30 WIA. Khmer Rouge 
casualties and the losses the Khmer inflicted 
upon the main Vietnamese assault troops on 
hill 547 — which were taken by the Viet- 
namese — are unknown. 

Thai military authorities admitted that 
some of their claimed 40 Vietnamese pris- 
oners (only 17 were seen by the press) were 
handed over to them by the Khmer Rouge, 
but other Vietnamese’ became prisoners 
when they just walked across the border and 
gave themselves up. The Vietnamese units 
in Cambodia doing most of the fighting are 
composed of South Vietnamese draftees. 

While the Thais were winning the battle 
of Para Phali Pass, the Khmer Rouge re- 
ceived some loud and significant support 
from its Chinese backers in the north. 

In 1979, when the Vietnamese tossed the 
Khmer Rouge out of Cambodia, China re- 
sponded by invading Vietnam with a force 
estimated at around 500,000 men in what 
China referred to at the time as a ‘‘lesson.”’ 
Much to the surprise of the Chinese, the 
Vietnamese first gave ground and then held 
their own in the month-long battle. 

Since then there have been periodic re- 
ports of cross-border shelling which may or 
may not have occurred. One Hong Kong- 
based journalist with good contacts inside 
China told SOF the reports were nonsense, 
in most cases a matter of ‘‘Oriental face- 
saving.” 

‘One side accuses the other of having 
fired across the border,’’ he said, ‘‘and be- 
cause of ‘face’ the one who is accused re- 
sponds with ‘Yes, we shelled them, but only 
because they shelled us.’ It’s generally non- 
sense.”” 

On 2 April it quit being a game of face as 
Chinese artillery men, firing 122mm guns, 
opened up all along the 1,200-kilometer 
China-Vietnam border. Between 2 April 
and 9 April, some 20,000 rounds were fired 
against the half-million Vietnamese troops 
dug in along the border. The Vietnamese 
fired back with their artillery, and on 7 April 
both sides claimed the other had resorted to 
ground attacks at Pingxiang and Lang Son 
Province, northeast of Hanoi and quite close 

to Friendship Pass, the point at which many 
of the arms that supported the Vietnamese 
during the Vietnam War came through. The 
Vietnamese accused the Chinese of sending 
soldiers ‘to nibble at Vietnamese territory’” 
while the Chinese claimed they caught a 
small party of Vietnamese on their side of 
the border trying to lay mines. 

Nonetheless, the events of 2-9 April indi- 
cate that the Chinese are going to continue 
to apply military pressure against the Viet- 
nhamese anytime the Vietnamese move 
“against the Khmer Rouge in Cambodia — 
and that makes it quite costly for the Viet- 
namese, who must keep most of their best 
divisions tied up defending North Vietnam 
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from the possibility of another ‘‘Chinese 
lesson.”” 

The following week the Vietnamese in 
Cambodia moved against Khmer Rouge, 
KPNLF and ANS camps further to the west 
of the first battle. A small battle broke out 
on 12-13 April between the Khmer Rouge 
and the Vietnamese troops from the 59th 
division at Phnom Malai, just east of Aran- 
yaprathet, Thailand. The fight was over a 
water source located in Cambodia. The 
Vietnamese had captured the water source 
on 6 April against light resistance, but on 
12-13 April a 700-man Khmer Rouge force 
assaulted the Viets, knocking out one T-54 
and killing 105 while losing 39 KIA. 

Prince Norodom Sihanouk’s ANS has its 
major camp at a location known as Green 
Mountain, near Tatum and some 50 kilo- 
meters west from the Para Phali Pass. Some 
25,000 civilians and 4,000 soldiers were in 
the Green Mountain camp around 12 April 
when the Vietnamese moved at least three 
battalions and some tanks close to the camp. 
The civilians were evacuated and, since a 
successful attack against Green Mountain 
would require the Vietnamese to cross over 
into Thai territory, no attack was launched. 

But the Vietnamese hammer came down 
hard on 15 April as soldiers from the 751st 
and 752nd regiments of the 75 Vietnamese 
division assaulted Ampil, the KPNLF head- 
quarters camp. 

The Vietnamese assault came the day af- 


ter the Khmer New Year’s celebration —. 


shades of Tet 68. On the Khmer New Year 
(which is also celebrated in Thailand under 
the name Song Kran) the Khmers roam 
around dousing each other with water — the 
celebration is related to the return of the 
monsoon — and, of course, getting a little 
bombed. 

One version of what happened was that 
Heng Samrin puppet troops were able to 
infiltrate the less-than-alert KPNLF posi- 
tions around the outpost at Boeung Ampil 
around 0400 on 15 April. 

Whatever happened, when the fighting 
started at four, the KPNLF troops at the 
outpost found communist troops behind and 
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in front of them. The KPNLF defenders 
managed to get back to the main camp by 
moving around the attacking communist 
forces which had stalled in front of Ampil’s 
defensive lines. 
_ At least 30,000 civilians abandoned the 
camp in a rush to the Thai border, made 
most desperate by heavy Vietnamese shell- 
ing which started just after daylight on the 
15th. The Vietnamese pounded the camps 
with 130s, 105s, 155s and mortars for two 
days, then launched another infantry assault 
on the morning of the 17th, which drove the 
KPNLF back several hundred yards toward 
the main camp. The KPNLF counterat- 
tacked on the 19th and came close to retak- 
ing their former positions, but they were 
driven back by artillery. 

On the 20th, Heng Samrin troops 
launched what KPNLF fighters described as 


after battle of Para Phali Pass. 
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ABOVE: KPNLF soldier moves toward Ampil with RPG-7. BELOW: Thai 
turret-mounted dragoon 300 (APC) with MG3 on top supports troops engaged at Para 


Phali Pass. 


a desperate human-wave attack which failed 
to crack the KPNLF defenses. 

Son Sann arrived at the front on 21 April; 
the three-battalion counterattack came the 
next day and reached the outpost late in the 
afternoon as the rain started. Friendly radio 
intercepts revealed that Vietnamese forces 
were ‘‘very low, almost out of Class If 
[artillery] and Class I [small arms and food] 
supplies.’’ Resupply would have taken days 
because of damage to supply routes. 

Although the Vietnamese may continue 
attacks against Khmer resistance forces, it 
was clear that once Ampil held and the rain 
started, the dry-season offensive was essen- 
tially over for 1984. 

The Vietnamese lost hundreds of men — 
although the KPNLF claim that they pulled 
13 truckloads of dead Vietnamese out of 
Ampil should be taken with some salt — 
had two and possibly three T-54 tanks des- 
troyed, were trounced soundly by the Thais 
at Para PhaliPass, were battered by Chinese 
guns in the north and, most embarrassing, 
were not able to overrun Ampil. The only 
clear victory for the Vietnamese came 
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against the Khmer Rouge camp on hill 547, 
near the Para Phali Pass. That in itself is 
hardly a significant victory since the Khmer 
Rouge will either just move their operations 
to another hill or reoccupy the camp when 
the rain drives the Vietnamese out. 

The Vietnamese did force almost 80,000 
Khmer civilians to cross over the Thai bor- 
der. That will put a serious strain on refugee 
programs in Thailand, but eventually the 
Khmers will cross back over into their 
camps in Cambodia, just as Son Sann said. 

Thai first army division commander, Maj. 
Gen. Phichit Kullavanijaya (Gen. Pete to his 
friends), said the Vietnamese failed to capture 
Ampil because the Vietnamese troops were 
harassed constantly behind the lines by the 
resistance; the KPNLF and KR had done so 
much damage to the Vietnamese line of logis- 
tics that the Vietnamese couldn’t get enough 
ammunition or reinforcements through to 
press home their attack; and the rain came 
earlier than it has in recent years. 

Maj. Gen. Phichit also credited the 
KPNLF fighters’ courage, morale and wil- 
lingness to fight and hold their ground as 


factors behind the Vietnamese failure at 
Ampil. 

It is hardly likely that the KPNLF and 
Khmer Rouge, which carried out most of 
the preemptive strikes against the Viet- 
namese early in the dry season, will over- 
look the effect that had on the Vietnamese, 
either. 

The 75th Vietnamese division was sched- 
uled to attack Ampil in February, but the 
attack was cancelled when the 75th was 
rushed to the Tonle Sap (a lake in central 
Cambodia) area to fight KPNLF and Khmer 
Rouge guerrillas operating against Siem 
Reap and Sisophon, key cities on the Viet- 
namese logistic line. Fighting in that area 
was so heavy that the Vietnamese resorted 
to air strikes — using Mi-8 helicopters and 
modified Antonov-26 airplanes — for the 
first time in the battle against the resistance 
forces. Some sources in the ANS (Siha- 
nouk’s troops) have reported that the Viet- 
namese were using toxic gasses against re- 
sistance troops deeper inside Cambodia, 
and there have been some reports from the 
Tonle Sap area that the Vietnamese are even 
spraying defoliants. 

It seems certain that the resistance force 
attacks against fuel dumps, ammunition 
dumps and troop concentrations in the in- 
terior played a big role in both delaying and 
limiting the effectiveness of the Vietnamese 
border offensive. 

It is unlikely that the Vietnamese will 
stop their yearly dry-season offensives 
against the Khmer resistance since the 
troops are South Vietnamese draftees and 
the money comes from the Soviet Union. 
But the results of the 1984 offensive don’t 
indicate any bright future for them. 

In 1980 the Vietnamese overran the 
KPNLF camp at Kralor at a time when the 
KPNLF could put only 2,000 fighters in the 
field. In 1984 the KPNLF can put 14,000 
troops in the field, and Son Sann claims to 
have another 7,000 men who are trained but 
for whom he cannot afford rifles. The 
Khmer Rouge has grown from perhaps 
20,000 fighters in 1979 to close to 45,000 
fighters today, while the ANS has about 
7,000 troops. But the really significant 
point of 1984 was that 3,000 to 4,000 
KPNLE held off the same number of Viet- 
namese at Ampil, even though the Viet- 
namese with their 130mm and 105mm guns 
had a significant weaponry advantage over 
the artilleryless Khmers. 

The Viets will probably be back in 1985 
since there is no diplomatic solution on the 
horizon, but by 1985 the Khmer resistance 
will be bigger and better than ever and, if 
they stick to the same game plan, they will 
be launching preemptive strikes ever deeper 
into Cambodia to take the sting out of the 
Vietnamese. 

The Vietnamese appear to have only one 
asset that could change the equation — air 
power— and for a lot of reasons it is unlike- 
ly that the considerable air assets of Viet- 
nam will be directed against the Khmer re- 
sistance camps. 

As Thai Maj. Gen. Phichit explained, 
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there are no pilots among the Heng Samrin 
puppet troops; the Vietnamese don’t trust 
their own pilots not to defect when they get 
near a non-communist border and, finally, 
they know the Thais would blast them out of 
the sky if they violated so much as an inch of 
Thai airspace. 

Diplomatically, Hanoi was busy in the 
months before the 1984 offensive, trying to 
drive a wedge between the various elements 
of the Khmer faction and their prime sup- 
porters, China and the ASEAN nations 
(Association of South East Asian Nations: 
Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, Sing- 
apore and Thailand) over the Pol Pot issue. 
The Vietnamese approached several gov- 
ermments in Southeast Asia with the idea 
that they might be more receptive to a dip- 
lomatic settlement if the Khmer resistance 
groups would first get rid of Khmer Rouge 
leader Pol Pot. There is little love for Pol Pot 
— evéti the Chinese have made some hints 
that Pol Pot running things in Cambodia is 
not the optimum solution — but all the 
Khmer leaders and governments supporting 
the resistance movement realize that any 
attempt to oust the powerful Pol Pot would 
be impossible and only result in the break- 
up of the resistance coalition. 

Cambodia watchers are now saying that 
when the diplomatic overture failed so bad- 
ly, Vietnam opted for a late, almost desper- 
ate offensive. It would appear that the Viet- 
namese miscalculated how much damage 
had been done — and would be done — to 
its supply lines, and badly underestimated 
the fighting ability of the KPNLF. 

Son Sann, just before he returned to Paris 
on 28 April, appealed to the United States to 
“actively participate in opposing expan- 
sionist aggression’ and, while it is highly 
unlikely that President Reagan would in- 
volve the United States in any active way in 
the resistance, the United States has already 
moved to prop up Thailand’s defenses in the 
wake of the latest Vietnamese assault. 
Reagan has approved, among other things, 
the sale of F-16 fighters to the Thais, which 
would give them control of the skies in any 
head-to-head confrontation with the Viet- 
namese. 

But while the United States is unlikely to 
become openly involved in supporting the 
Tesistance, it is virtually certain that other 
Southeast Asian governments will increase 
support of the Khmer resistance based on 
the fact that it is showing some true capabil- 
ity to damage the Vietnamese. 

Three days after the KPNLF drove the 
Vietnamese out of Ampil, I was in Udon 
Thani, in northeastem Thailand, visiting 
with Jimmy the Belgian, a merc who started 
in the Congo and wound up in Southeast 
Asia, and Tony Poe, who started fighting at 
Iwo Jima and finished as a legend and then 
some in the CIA’s secret war in Cambodia. 
We were sitting around under Jimmy’s tin- 
roofed porch, sipping some cognac I had 
brought, talking about old times in Cambo- 
dia. Tony was griping at Jimmy for not 
having any Mekong whisky, thereby forc- 
ing us to drink cognac, and analyzing, in his 
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ABOVE: Vietnamese soldier in pen probably was captured by Khmer Rouge in battles 
around Para Phali Pass. His AKMS hangs on fence. BELOW: KPNLF soldier fighting 
for Son Sann watches over wife and child at refugee camp first-aid station. 


own way, our loss in Indochina. Politicians, 
journalists, bad generals and weak civilians 
all got their fair share of abuse, and then 
Tony said reflectively, ‘‘We’re anachro- 
nisms, you know. The fighters who lost, 
who have no place to fight and are too old, 
anyway." 

Seconds after he said it, the rain started 
beating furiously but pleasantly on the tin 
roof. 

As Tony continued, [ took another sip of 


cognac, leaned back in my chair, listened to 
the rain and thought about old Charlie. J 
realized that somewhere out there in the 
dark in Cambodia, Charlie was sitting in 
some goddamned trench, munching on 
sticky rice from a bamboo tube and shiver- 
ing his ass off in the rain. 

Charlie won a couple of big ones, but then 
— possibly because he didn’t know what 
else to do — he invaded Cambodia and just 
may have taken on one too many tigers. ® 
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NOTHER entry is now poised at a run for the roses 
x 5 in the already overcrowded 5.56mm assault rifle 
% Oo kk T& c sweepstakes. Unfortunately, the T65 rifle, manufactured 
K by the relatively unknown Combined Service Forces at 
—a) the Hsing-Ho Arsenal in Kao-hsiung, Taiwan, leaves the 
starting gate from a decidedly outside track position. 
Looking only vaguely like the M16 in external appear- 
ance, the faint resemblance is not just skin deep. Pres- 


ently in service with the Republic of China’s Marine 
Corps, military police and Airborne/Special Forces (in 
replacement of the M14 rifle), a single specimen of the 


T65 was recently imported by ARMEX International 


(Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 252, Broderick, CA 95605) and 
transferred to me for test and evaluation. 

The T65's upper receiver is a T-6 aluminum forging 
which has been crudely machine-finished. Gone is the 


M16's distinctive carrying handle. The rear sight is of 
the double-aperture flip type, protected by two sturdy 
ears milled into the upper receiver forging. The aper- 
tures are not marked for range. Windage adjustment is 
by means of a large knurled knob on the right side. 
More convenient to manipulate than the M16’s, it is, 
. therefore, far more likely to be tampered with incorrectly 
T65 = by troops in the field. The cocking system is identical to 
the M16. The spring-loaded dust cover over the ejection 
Co cat Tech n ol Oo port is a Colt-manufactured M16 part. There is no for- 
py gy ward bolt assist (a feature of dubious value). 
The lower receiver is an alloy casting identical to the 
at lts Wo rst M16 in all regards — even to inclusion of the winter trig- 
ger guard. Both upper and lower receivers have been 
finished with baked, semi-gloss black enamel. The two 


: components are held together by two removable pins in 
Text & Photos by Peter G. Kokalis the same manner as the M16. The trigger mechanism, 
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J gr, Sag 


T65 fed just as well (or badly) from Colt-type 30-rd. 
aluminum issue magazine. 


bolt catch, pistol grip, selector switch and magazine re- 
tention system are that of the M16 also. 

The hole cut into the right side of the lower receiver 
to accommodate the magazine catch-release button 
was milled .025 inch oversize on the sample | received. 
This permitted the magazine catch to wobble sideways 
when jarred during the firing sequences, invariably 
freeing the magazine which moved upward to block for- 
ward travel of the bolt carrier. Mildly irritating during the 
test and evaluation, this defect would acquire cata- 
strophic proportions in combat. An indication of abysmal 
quality-control standards, the problem could be rem- 
edied by fabrication of a larger release button. 

The T65 accepts all M16-type magazines. In addition 
to the 30-rd. Colt-type, aluminum magazine supplied 


Flawed, distinctive T65 rifle equipped with transparent 
plastic DME 30-rd. magazine. 
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with the rifle, two others were tested. The excellent 
Sterling 40-rd. magazine, distributed by Lanchester 
U.S.A., Inc. (Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 47332, Dallas, TX 
75247), fed Sike butter and will deservedly find great 
favor with those military forces that have adopted the 
M249 (FN MINIMI) SAW. A 30-rd. transparent plastic 
magazine manufactured by Defense Moulding Enter- 
prises, Inc. (Carson, Calif.) was also employed without 
stoppages that could not be attributed to the rifle’s faulty 
magazine catch system. Some of these DME transpar- 
ent magazines were recently combat tested in Angola 
by certain units of the South African Army. They func- 
tioned flawlessly and were well-received by the SA 
troopies, since it is at least comforting, if nothing else, 
to see how many cartridges remain. Recently popula- 
rized by the transparent magazines of Steyr’s AUG 
series, the concept dates back more than 80 years to 
the “Cartridge Counter” versions of the Mode! 1902 
Swiss-type Luger pistol. 

The T65’s buttstock, fabricated from high-impact plas- 
tic with a black wrinkled finish, is the same length as 
the M16’s. A sweeping hump at the bottom rear distin- 
guishes it from the M16. A storage compartment for 
cleaning equipment is reached through a trap-door in 
the buttplate, exactly as on the M16A1 rifle. The stock 
also houses and retains the recoil spring and buffer, in 
M16 fashion. The recoil spring is shorter than the 
M16’s. 

The buffer, identical in length and configuration to the 
M16A1, appears to be made of unhardened aluminum 
alloy. It was chipped and battered severely by the bolt 
carrier after only 500 rounds. 

The front and rear sling swivels are of the Colt type, 
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“Aloof with hermit-eye | scan 

The present work of present man — 

A wild and dream-like trade of blood 
and guile, 

Too foolish for a tear, too wicked for a 
smile.” 


Samuel Taylor Coleridge 
‘Ode to Tranquillity 


SOF’s Military Small Arms Editor Peter G. Kokalis tests 
Taiwanese T65 assault rifle. 


but have been attached to permit sideways rotation. As 
a consequence, they clatter incessantly and seriously 
compromise position disclosure. Such noise is potential- 
ly fatal on patrol, and the sling swivels should be re- 
moved. British SAS units remove sling swivels from 
their SLRs (Self Loading Rifle: FAL). 

The barrel and “bird cage” muzzle device are Colt- 
manufactured. The 20-inch, Colt-marked barrel has the 
standard six grooves with a right-hand twist of 1:12 for 
M193 ammunition. 

The gas block housing has been sweated on and 
pinned to the barrel. Its dimensions and shape differ 
considerably from that of the M16. The front sling swivel 
is attached to the bottom aft portion of the gas block. 

The integral bayonet lug is at the bottom forward end 
of the gas block and will not accept the U.S. M7 
bayonet. The Type 65 bayonet is 1.5 inches tonger than 
the M7 bayonet. The bottom edge is fully sharpened. 
Only 4.75 inches of the upper edge is sharpened. The 
handle is scored for a more secure grip when used as a 
utility knife — the bayonet’s most-frequent use these 
days. 

The front sight is an adjustable post M16-type, sans 
the “UP” and arrow markings. Heavy protective ears 
shield the front sight post from damage. 

The T65 is also equipped with tritium (betalight) night 
sights. Also unmarked, they appear to be zeroed for 
100 meters. In use, at dusk or night, the front betalight 
is folded up to expose a thick vertical bar, which is 
aligned between the two luminous dots of the rear be- 
talight. When the rear tritium sight is flipped up for use it 
clears the rear peep sight completely. This is a mild im- 
provement over the Galil which requires placement of 
the rear sights in an offset position midway between the 
two apertures. Night sights such as these are some- 
times useful for fighting under conditions of adverse 
light and should have been included on the new PIP 
(Product Improved Program) M16A2 rifle. 

The racy looking, ribbed, black plastic handguards 
also serve to distinguish the T65 from its M16 antece- 
dent. The bottom handguard is more or less permanent- 
ly attached to the retaining brackets and should be left 

undisturbed, except by an armorer. The top handguard 
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is held in place by a single bolt threaded to the rear re- 
taining bracket. While easier to remove than the in- 
famous M16 handguards, the bolt all-too-often vibrates 
loose during firing sequences. Alas, all that glitters is 
not aluminum. What appear to be aluminum heat 
shields when peeking through the handguards’ vent 
holes are nothing more than painted undersurfaces. As 
a result of this foolish attempt to cut some corners, T65 
forearms most frequently become too hot to handle dur- 
ing full-auto fire. The six vent holes each on the top and 
bottom handguards merely direct hot exhaust gases 
onto the shooter's support hand. 

The T65’s gas operation has been patterned directly 
from the Armalite AR-18. The gas block’s vent is lo- 
cated 6.75 inches from the muzzle and 12.75 inches 
from the chamber face. The 2-inch-long stainless steel 
cylinder is mounted .31 inches above the barrel and has 
three gas rings. A 2.75-inch-long female piston with four 
vents fits over the cylinder. After the female piston has 
moved rearward .63 inches, gas is evacuated through 
the four vents. The actuating rod is in two parts to ease 
disassembly. A short 1.75-inch head fits into the 11.25- 
inch main rod around which is housed the actuating 
rod’s return spring. The gas system is quite similar to 
the WWI! German G43 rifle. 

As the actuating rod moves backward it imparts a 
short, impulsive blow to a protrusion on top of the bolt 
carrier. The T65 bolt carrier resembles that of the M16 
except that this solid protrusion has replaced the M16’s 
gas key. The M16 of course uses no piston whatever, 
but a tube through which the gases travel into the gas 
key to then impinge directly on the interior of the bolt 
carrier. While gas systems like that used on the AR-18 
and T65 are marginally cleaner, the M16 is no less 
effective when properly maintained. 

The T65 bolt has seven locking lugs and an ejector, 
extractor and retaining pin of the M16/AR-18 type. The 
three gas valves required in the M16 are naturally ab- 
sent. The firing pin is also from the M16 and held in 
place by the same kind of pin. 

At 7.6 Ibs., empty, the T65 is welt balanced and offers 
excellent handling characteristics. The overall length is 
38.75 inches. The trigger pull is a crisp 6.25 Ibs. 
Although the cyclic rate hovers around 750 rpm, consis- 
tent two-shot bursts with high hit probability are mas- 
tered with ease in the full-auto mode. Both the speed of 
target acquisition and accuracy potential approximate 
that of the M16. Case ejection is to the right and rear, 
and all the empty brass is deposited in a small, neat 
pile — six feet from the firing point. 

All stoppages incurred during the 1,000-round firing 
test were a consequence of the previously described, 
improperly fitted, magazine catch system. 

The T65 is unlikely to ever be seen in significant 
numbers outside of Taiwan (unless it is used in an inva- 
sion of mainland China). A small country’s attempt to 
provide an indigenous solution to its military small arms 
requirements, the T65, while interesting, fails in almost 
all regards to meet the standards set by current state- 
of-the-art weaponry, such as the new M16A2. 

It appears, in fact, that the T65 is already being re- 
placed by the T68 assault rifle, a blatant and unauthor- 
ized copy of Steyr’s AUG based on specimens smug- 
gied out of Saudi Arabia. These intrigues from the inter- 
national arms bazaar often remind me of the poet 
Samuel Taylor Coleridge who said, 

“Aloof with hermit-eye | scan 
The present work of present man — 
A wild and dream-like trade of blood and guile, 
Too foolish for a tear, too wicked for a_smile.” 
Ode to Tranquillity 
R 
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T65 SPECIFICATIONS 


Caliber: 5.56mm NATO, M193 ammunition 
Weight, empty: 7.6 Ibs. 
Length, overall: 38.75 inches 
Barrel length: 20 inches — six groove, right-hand twist, 
pitch of 1 turn in 12 inches 
Sights, front: adjustable post type with protective ears 
rear: double aperture flip type, adjustable for windage 
night: folding, with tritium dots and bar 
Cyclic rate: 750 rpm 
Method of operation: gas-operated with actuating rod, 
seven-lug rotary bolt, fire from closed bolt position, 
bottom fed magazines of the M16 type 
Manufacturer: Combined Service Forces, Hsing-Ho 
Arsenal, Kao-hsiung, Taiwan 
Status: Currently in service with the Taiwanese Marine 
Corps, military police and Army Airborne/Special 
Forces 
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1, T65 rifle: 
international 
ancestry, but 
strictly local 
market. 2, T65 
receiver section: 
Lower receiver 
is an exact 
duplicate of the 
M16’s alloy 
casting and 
components. 3, 
Distinctive T65 
gas block 
assembly which 
also holds the 
front post and 
(folded down) 
night sights, 
bayonet lug and 
front sling 
swivel. 4, 
Wrinkle finish 
and bottom 
swell distinguish 
T65. 5, Tritium 
night sight is 
shown in the up 
position. 6, 
Easily 
manipulated 
windage knob 
mounted on the 
right side of the 
rear sight will 
result in 
incorrect 
settings in the 
field. 7, 
Flipped-up 
luminous bar 
blocks front 
post. 8, T65 
barrel and “bird 
cage” muzzle 
device are of 
Colt 
manufacture. 
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SOF EXCLUSIVE 


SUPER 


UN II 


Hackathorn Tests S&W’s 
Long-Awaited .45 


Text & Photos by Ken Hackathorn 


OR the past two decades rumors of a 

Smith & Wesson-manufactured .45 
ACP caliber pistol have circulated in the 
shooting world. The one big gap in the 
S&W catalog has been the listing of a .45 
auto-pistol. Word is out: Smith & Wesson 
will introduce in 1984 a Model 645 pistol 
chambered for the .45 auto round. First 
production runs of the M645 will probably 
be in late 1985. 

SOF has tested a production prototype 
Model 645 pistol. This new S&W autoload- 
er looks like a real winner. Smith & Wesson 
has made its name famous in the production 
of fine revolvers. In the past 10 years it has 
also made a strong attempt to get a big 
chunk of the auto-pistol market by expand- 
ing the design concept of its original Model 
39 9mm double-action service pistol. From 
the M39 came the I5-shot Model 59 auto, 
Later we saw stainless-steel versions of 
both. One of the hottest-selling auto-pistols 
in America today is the excellent, small 
compact version of the S&W Model 649. 
Currently, the M459 pistol is one of the top 
contenders in the U.S. Military XM9 pistol 
trials. It was thought that the 9mm Parabel- 
lum pistol would replace the .45 ACP cali- 
ber weapons in the police and military mar- 
ket. For U.S. police use, the .45 auto has 
remained ever popular, and the S&W 
marketing people have made a wise deci- 
sion to market the M645 auto pistol in .45 
ACP. 

Smith & Wesson built experimental .45 
auto prototypes in the early 1960s. This 
design was basically a modified Model 52 
target pistol set up to use .45 185 gr. wad- 
cutter match ammo. By mid-198! Tom 
Campbell of S&W Research and Develop- 
ment had made a prototype .45 auto pistol 
dubbed ‘‘Supergun II.” 
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Campbell tested his .45 S&W prototype 
in IPSC competition, and as one of the 
world’s best practical pistol shooters, the 
S&W .45 auto was given a real workout. 
Some questions remained as to whether 
Smith & Wesson would actually produce 
the .45. Now in the spring of 1984, Smith & 
Wesson has made the decision to market the 
M645 in a slightly modified form from the 
pistol that Campbell has used for the past 
two years so successfully. 

The S&W Model 645 is a stainless-steel, 
double-action, .45 caliber pistol. Overall 
length is 8.5 inch, barrel length is five in- 
ches, and the weight empty is 39 ounces. 
The M645 is 7.69 inches in height, and has a 
grip width of 1.14 inches. The M645 nearly 
equals the Colt .45 Government Model in 
overall size and weight. The grip frame area 
is slightly longer than that of a 1911. Any- 
one accustomed to packing a 1911 pistol 
will have no problems with the S& W M645. 

Smith & Wesson started the stainless- 
steel handgun craze back in the early 1960s 
when it introduced the M-60 Stainless 
Chiefs Special. The demand for stainless- 
steel handguns has become a key point in 
modern firearms manufacture. The M645 
pistol is made of quality stainless steel. 
Unique to Smith & Wesson is the use of an 
investment-cast frame. These castings pro- 
vide a precision part, reduced machine 
time, and, most important, help keep manu- 
facturing costs low. Finish of the M645 is 
the traditional satin stainless standard on all 
current S&W handguns. 

The M645 is an enlarged Model 39 pistol, 
the operation is identical, and the manual of 
arms the same. Each M645 comes with two 
eight-round magazines; thus, with one 
round in the chamber, the M645 is a nine- 
shot pistol. Standard items include good, 


ABOVE: Smith & Wesson’s M645 enters 
the .45 auto race. RIGHT: Author found 
perceived recoil lower, muzzle flip more 
pronounced than Colt auto. BELOW: 
Hackathorn displays 25-meter 2.5-second 
single shot group fired from Weaver stance. 
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high-profile fixed sights, squared and 
checkered trigger guard, beveled magazine 
well, and checkered-frame front strap and 
back strap. The back strap is made of alumi- 
num alloy, hard-anodized for wear and 
matching finish. The slide-mounted ham- 
mer drop safety is identical to other S&W 
autos. Each M645 pistol also sports the fir- 
ing-pin safety now standard on all current- 
make S&W autos that prevents the firing pin 
from moving unless the trigger is pulled. 

The M645 is fitted with checkered black 
nylon-stock panels, push-button magazine 
release like the M-39/59 series of S&W 
pistols, and has a serrated hammer spur and 
slide release. The new M645 has a very 
impressive lock, in keeping with S&W 
quality. M645s are big, rugged pistols, very 
reminiscent of the large N-frame S&W 
Magnum revolvers. Many a police officer, 
soldier, sportsman and back-country travel- 
er has put his trust in one of these S&W 
large-frame revolvers, and the M645 now 
joins this exclusive club of prestigious 
sidearms. 

Close examination of the M645 showed a 
number of interesting features. The maga- 
zine is well made, has an excellent cartridge 
feed angle, and has indicator holes num- 
bered for ease of counting the remaining 
rounds in the magazine. Most critical is the 
fact that the M645 has been designed with 
one of the best feed angles of any .45 pistol 
now produced. The loaded cartridge is fed 
into the chamber of the barrel with little 
bind. The result is one of the most reliable 
pistols made. Combined with a positive ex- 
tractor, the M645 feeds a variety of .45 auto 
ammo. 

The muzzle of the M645 barrel is made 
with a small alignment ring that mates to a 
solid front slide. The M645 does not use a 
barrel bushing like the 1911 pistol. This 
M645 barrel fit system allows for reliable, 
uniform lock-up from shot to shot. Test 
firing proved this beyond a doubt. 

Of the nearly 400 rounds of ammo tested, 
the M645 never missed a lick. First rounds 
tested were factory 185 gr. match wad- 
cutters. These short, stubby rounds rarely 
function in anything but custom-tuned 
match pistols. The M645 never failed. A 
variety of both hardball and lead bullet 
rounds were fired in the M645. My IPSC 
200 H&G 68 loads worked well and proved 
to be very accurate. Best accuracy was with 
the 185 WC Rem. ammo. Match 230 gr. 
hard ball did not shoot accurately in the test 
pistol. The 230 hardball was acceptable for 
duty use, but the M645 did not like it for 
tight groups. The test M645 was well cen- 
tered and zeroed for a six o’clock hold at 25 
meters. Firing deliberate, single double- 
action shots from 25 meters, the M645 
proved comfortable. DA stroke was a 
smooth 1 1-pound pull. Single-action trigger 
pull was about 5.25 pounds with excessive 
overtravel. Firing from a Weaver stance at 
25 meters, I easily placed a full magazine of 
185 match WC in the black of an NRA 
25-yard pistol target. Even with the over- 
travel, the SA pull was clean breaking. 
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While the stock feel and grip dimensions 
are comfortable for me, those with smaller 
hands will find the M645 difficult for get- 
ting a positive first DA shot-finger index. 
While the M645 grip area is narrow, the 
reach from front to rear is quite long. The 
checkered frame front and rear strap areas 
aid in providing a non-slip gripping surface. 
I found that even with my large hands, I did 
far better not using the squared trigger guard 
on the M645. 

Shooters with smaller hands will have to 
adjust by gripping the M645 slightly to the 
side, and the use of the checkered and 
squared trigger guard may be best forgotten. 
Balance of the M645 is excellent with just 
the proper amount of slight muzzle-heavy 
feel. All shooters test firing the M645 com- 
mented about the pleasant recoil and good 
recovery. I personally find the M645 to be 
less of a slap to the web of the hand than the 
1911, although muzzle flip is greater. Smith 
& Wesson reduced much of the weight of: 
the M645 to keep the overall gun similar in 
trim to the Colt Government Model. I would 
have preferred slightly more weight in the 
front of the frame and slide to reduce the 
muzzle flip during firing. 

Production pistols will have red-insert 
front sights and black, fixed rear blades. 
Some time later an adjustable sight model 
will be available. Smith & Wesson is gear- 
ing this to the police auto-pistol market, for 
those who want more punch than the 9mm. 
There can be no denial that the DA auto- 
pistol is more favored in police work, as it is 
far safer for general issue to moderately 
trained personnel. 

For T&E purposes, a series of practical 
pistol drills were fired with the M645. Feel 
of the M645 when grabbed in the holster is 
positive, and a firm firing grip is easy to 
obtain, Magazines ejected and seated free- 
ly. The magazine well bevel is well done, 
and with the good position of the magazine 
catch, speed-loading is simple. On the pilot 
production pistol, mold marks were very 
noticeable on the edges of the frame. I hope 
production pistols are polished and 
smoothed in these areas to reflect the excel- 
lent surface finish for which S&W hand- 
guns are famous. 

Much has been written concerning the 
problem of shooting skills, and the DA-to- 
SA transition. To place two fast shots on 
target at combat ranges, a certain amount of 
skill is needed. The design and mechanical 
action of the trigger cocking system of the 
individual pistol has a great deal to do with 
the overall success. Some pistol designs 
permit excellent DA-to-SA transition. Of 
these, the SIG Sauer P226 is my favorite. 

Range testing of the M645 proved that it 
may not be the best. Firing from 10 meters, I 
tried to place both shots on target as quickly 
as possible. I did manage to keep both hits 
on the silhouette, but the overall results 


ABOVE: S&W M645 was worth the wait. 
BELOW: M645 and Colt autos are similar 
in size and empty weight. 
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were pretty poor. The extra long reach to the 
DA trigger pull, then the much shorter SA 
sear release, caused widely dispersed shots. 
This could be improved with more training, 
but I tend to believe that the M645 will not 
be one of the better guns in this aspect of 
combat shooting. 

The Model 645 S&W auto is a good 
sidearm, with only minor faults. The de- 
mand for DA service pistols is a fact of life, 
and the police community will accept the 
M645 with open arms. There are now four 
other DA .45 auto-pistols sold in the U.S. 
Two are German- and two are Spanish- 
made. The German SIG Sauer P220 and 
Heckler & Koch P9S are well known. The 
Spanish Astra A-80 and Llama Omni are 
less well-known. The American-made 
S&W M645 will definitely have a jump on 
the rest. I would recommend only two of 
these pistols for use: the SIG Sauer P220 
and the S&W M645. If you want a .45 
caliber DA pistol that will provide rugged 
service and top performance, then get in line 
— the S&W M645 is worth waiting for. 

Suggested retail price has not been 
announced as of this date (April 1984), but 
S&W marketing people state that the M645 
will be competitive with the Colt .45 Gov- 
ermment Model. First delivery of the M645 
is scheduled for mid- to late- 1985. Smith & 
Wesson should make all efforts to get this 
pistol into production. If the long-awaited 
Bren Ten pistol gets into production prior to 
the M645, it could steal some of the M645’s 
thunder. Either way, the future looks good ABOVE: Investment-cast frame of S& W M645. BELOW LEFT: Field-stripped S&W 
for fans of big-bore auto-pistols. % M645. BELOW RIGHT: Good feed angle assures reliable feed. 
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SOF CENTRAL AMERICA 
CONVERSATION 
WITH A CONTRA 


As hundreds of dispossessed, disenfranchised 
Nicaraguans flock to FDN standard, Contras 
have a chance with more support. 


U.S. Policy Undermines FDN Goals 


by Jim Graves 
Photos by Francisco Carberry 


LTHOUGH whispers of a new, better- 
equipped, more professional anti- 
Sandinista force began circulating in Miami 
in late 1981, the first large troop movements 
across the Honduran border into Nicaragua 
in 1982 surprised most Central America 
watchers. 

The first anti-Sandinista counter- 
revolutionary troops had been ragtag, poor- 
ly armed and ill-prepared, but not so the 
new Fuerza Democratica Nicaraguense 
(Nicaraguan Democratic Force) Contras. 
When they went on the offensive in April 
1982, they were equipped with machine 
guns, grenade launchers, mortars, radios, 
new uniforms and bundles of cordobas to 
buy provisions from the peasants in the 
mountains. 

Within a short time, it became widely 
known that the new FDN, which was 
formed in late 1981, was receiving 
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“‘covert’’ financing from the U.S. Central 
Intelligence Agency. It was also apparent at 
least some of the initial soldiers in the FDN 
came from the ranks of the Nicaraguan 
Guardia Nacional units that had retreated 
across the Honduran border when Dictator 
Anastasio Somoza was overthrown in 1979. 

The Sandinistas, named after the Frente 
Sandinista de Liberacion Nacional (the 
Nicaraguan Sandinista Liberation Front), 
labeled the new Contras as ‘‘Somozistas”’ 
and much of the American media dismissed 
the FDN simply as a creature of the CIA. 

Things are seldom that simple and the 
FDN certainly is not. 

Even in early 1982 there were signs that 
the FDN was a lot more broad-based than 
the Sandinistas would admit. The seven- 
person FDN directorate consisted of Lucia 
Cardenal Vda. de Salazar, widow of a 
Nicaraguan businessman assassinated by 
the Sandinistas in 1980 because of his popu- 
larity with businessmen and small farmers; 
Edgar Chamorro Coronel, a former Jesuit 
priest and educator at the University of 
Miami from 1979 to 1981; Adolfo Calero 


Portocarrero, businessman and anti- 
Somoza leader of the Conservative Demo- 
cratic Party, who was imprisoned by Somo- 
za for about 30 days; Marco A. Zeledon, 
businessman; Alfonso Callejas Deshon, 
cabinet minister under Somoza, who re- 
signed in protest in 1972; Enrique Ber- 
mudez Varela, military officer under Somo- 
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za, and Indalecio Rodriguez Alaniz, one of 
the founders of the FSLN (Sandinista 
National Liberation Front), who was twice 
imprisoned by Somoza. 

When CIA aid to the FDN became a hot 
topic in early 1983, U.S. government 
spokesmen explained that the government 
hoped the FDN could apply enough pres- 
sure to force the Sandinistas to reform inter- 
nally (end press censorship and suppression 
of the church and rival political parties) . . . 
and to quit exporting their revolution to their 
Central American neighbors. 

But as 1983 progressed, it became ob- 
vious that the FDN was more than just a 
band of ‘‘Somozistas’’ and a lot more than a 
tool of the CIA. Reports coming out of 
Honduras indicated the FDN, equipped 
with a number of planes and helicopters, 
was launching bigger and more effective 
attacks, hitting targets as deep as 200 kilo- 
meters inside Nicaragua, and receiving sup- 
port from the people in the Nicaraguan 
countryside. They had the Sandinistas 
squirming. 

While covering the U.S. Big Pine II op- 
erations in Honduras last fall, I decided to 
check in with the Contras to see just where 
they stood in late 1983. With the right tele- 
phone number, it was easy to meet with 
Edgar Chamorro Coronel, who acts as Pub- 
lic Relations Director for the FDN. 

SOF: Three events took place in late 1983 
which would seem to affect the FDN’s 
situation — the U.S. liberation of Grena- 
da, open Congressional appropriation of 
U.S. $24 million to the FDN and the con- 
ciliatory moves made by the Sandinistas, 
including an offer of amnesty. 

CHAMORRO: I think the most influential 
of the three is the Grenada operation be- 
cause it illustrated that the United States is 
willing and able to do a surgical strike, 
quickly and with overwhelming force, and 
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then get out — solving the problem instead 
of just taking insults or humiliation and let- 
ting the USSR and Castro have the upper 
hand. 

It also broke the pattern, the idea that the 
communists are invincible. For the first 
time, people are hearing that Castro lost a 
battle; that he was defeated, humiliated and 
his men were kicked out of Grenada. That 
was very important because it’s a tuming 
point, a historical turning point. 

I know in America there’s a lot of press- 
ure [not to get involved in the fighting in 
Central America] because of the liberals and 
because many people do not understand 
how to fight communism. But the fact that 
America did it [liberated Grenada] showed 
it has the power to do it. But itis not enough 
just to have power, you have to use it once in 
a while. That is a healthy thing, very effec- 
tive. That helped our morale very much — 
as did the money from Congress. 

SOF: The amnesty offer? 
CHAMORRO: [Chuckle]. 

SOF: I saw ABC’s Nightline the night you 
appeared with U.S. Ambassador to the 
United Nations Jeane Kirkpatrick and 
Nicaragua’s Foreign Minister Miguel 
d’Escoto. Kirkpatrick stated that CIA 
support of the FDN was designed to force 
the Sandinista government to moderate 
its repressive regime, but the FDN 
appeared intent on overthrowing the gov- 
ernment. Are the FDN and the CIA 
working at cross purposes there? 


CHAMORRO: It is a conflict of people 
setting goals. It’s typical in a group to have 
some people who want to go further than 
others. 

Let’s say it [the cooperation between the 
United States and the FDN] is a marriage of 
wills. 

Some people in the United States are will- 
ing to provide help to anti-Sandinista groups 
for the purposes of moderation. Well, it is 
better to receive, that [than no support at all] 
and we receive it gladly, but we don’t fight 
just to put on pressure. Our men go to fight, 
to win. Our men would shoot you if you told 
them that [their mission was not designed to 
win]. We are a rebel democratic force that 
wants to have a free Nicaragua. 

Back to the Grenada example, I realize 
for us alone to liberate Nicaragua will take a 
long, long time. With the help of the United 
States, we could do it quickly and effective- 
ly with less suffering and less damage to the 
infrastructure. 

SOF: But is that politically possible at 
this time? You are talking about substan- 
tial numbers of casualties in an election 
year. 

CHAMORRO: It seems to me if all goes 
well and you do it right, you don’t take so 
many casualties. 

SOF: How is the fighting going for the 
FDN? 

CHAMORRO: We did well from January 
to early April °83. We developed enough 
momentum militarily that everybody 
thought we would overthrow the Sandinis- 
tas, but our success was our main problem. 


Many young men and women join FDN 
Contras to fight Sandinista communists. 


We had too much success, too soon. The 
force was not designed to be that successful 
that quickly. 

So, the politicians tried to slow us downa 
bit so the political momentum could catch 
up with the military momentum. They 
slowed us down so that other important fac- 
tors — diplomacy, international world 
opinion, U.S. public opinion and the opin- 
ion of Congress — could be worked on. 

That [the slowdown] occurred about the 
same time as the Pope visited Nicaragua in 
March 1983 .... The way the Sandinistas 
treated the Pope was greatly disrespectful, a 
shameful act. That did us a lot of good in 
Europe because they realized the Sandinis- 
tas were just a bunch of thugs. But in the 
United States, people started having doubts 
just when we were winning the war in the 
mountains. 

Things picked up again in September- 
October '83 and we launched a new offen- 
sive this winter. ' 

Today I saw a force of close to 1,100 men 
— strong, healthy, motivated men with 
good weapons. And these men are willing to 
die for Nicaragua, to liberate it from the 
Sandinistas. 

They are peasants. This is not the Guardia 
Nacional, the Somoza guard that repressed 
the people. No, all of our forces are simple 
people. Some of them fight for personal 
reasons: because their property was confis- 
cated; or a friend or relative has been killed, 
wounded or jailed; or because they don’t 
want the Sandinistas to change their reli- 
gious way of life. Some fight within our 
framework of liberation: They don’t accept 
the Marxist-Leninist cooperative or con- 
trolled economy. 

SOF: You say most of your troops come 
from the rural areas. Do you get any from 
the cities? 

CHAMORRO: A few are coming now. 
They are young men from the university and 
the high schools. One of the reasons they are 
joining us is the Sandinista-approved draft 
law. Now they can’t get employment, a 
passport or even an education unless they 
have been in the army. Well, they say if they 
have to fight, they’re going to fight with the 
FDN. 

But our force is basically peasants. That 
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Teamwork Spells Relief for Needy 


by SOF Staff 


EFUGEE Relief International, In- 

corporated, a non-profit tax-exempt 
organization dedicated to providing medical 
and other assistance to refugees and dis- 
placed persons throughout the world, re- 
ceived a tremendous shot in the arm this 
January when an agreement was reached 
with the Air Commando Association to 
cooperate in providing medical training and 
supplies to E] Salvador. 

The two groups have been able to com- 
bine their experience, expertise and con- 
tacts in the United States and El Salvador to 
bring a staggering $2 million of medicine 
and equipment to the needy of that war-torn 
country, and they have the potential to do 
even more. Brig. Gen. Heine Aderholt, 
president of the Air Commando Associa- 
tion, states, ‘‘There is no question in my 
mind that the American pharmaceutical in- 
dustry turns out and destroys enough medi- 
cine to supply the world’s needy. If we had 
the wherewithal to deliver the supplies and 
to provide overseers for this program, we 
could help all the people of El Salvador.”’ 

The Air Commando Association, found- 
ed in Ft. Walton Beach, Fla., almost 16 
years ago, is made up of U.S. Air Force 
personnel and any military personnel who 
have served in a special warfare capacity. 
There are more than 1,500 members 
nationally. ACA’s primary projects over the 
years have been scholarships and medical 
relief. In the last 15 years, in conjunction 
with an organization called World Medical 
Relief, they have provided over $100 mil- 
lion of drugs and equipment to Southeast 
Asia, South America and Central America. 

Today, they have again teamed up with 
World Medical Relief, a truly inspiring 
organization headed by 87-year-old Irene 
Auberlin, and run out of a warehouse in a 
Detroit ghetto. WMR is a nonpolitical or- 
ganization which draws on the manpower of 
volunteers, including many senior citizens, 
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to contact doctors, clinics and hospitals 
about donating samples of medicine and 
equipment to their organization. World 
Medical Relief has contributed an incredi- 
ble one-half-billion dollars’ worth of aid to 
the needy of the world since its founding in 
1962. Mrs. Auberlin was honored by Presi- 
dent Reagan on 7 May for her humanitarian 
service. 

The Air Commando Association worked 
with World Medical Relief years ago in 
Laos, and their joint action in El Salvador is 
the result of many years of familiarity and 
mutual trust between the two groups. Once 
ACA learned that WMR would provide 
medical relief for E] Salvador, they began to 
consider how best to get the supplies to El 
Salvador and distribute them efficiently and 
honestly. 

Refugee Relief International, Inc. came 
to mind immediately. RRII had been doing 
work with refugees in Central America for 
the last year, and they had many valuable 
contacts and a great deal of experience in El 
Salvador. 

So ACA contacted RRII for help in get- 
ting the medicine and supplies to the people 
who needed them, and a team was formed. 
ACA would provide retired Air Force per- 
sonnel on a long-term basis to administer 
and distribute the material. RRII would pro- 
vide the funds to transport the supplies to 
New Orleans (from whence they would be 
flown to El Salvador), pay administrative 
expenses in El Salvador, provide contacts 
with people who would get the supplies to 
the Salvadorans who really need them rather 
than into the hands of some crook who 
would sell them on the black market and 
continue to dispatch medical teams to civi- 
lians in hotly-contested rural areas. 

The growth of RRII has been steady and 
rapid. From a modest first trip in June 1983 
when the RRII team distributed approx- 
imately $4,000 of medical supplies and con- 


ducted medical surveys which concluded 
that medical supplies and equipment were in 
drastically low supply, on their most recent 
mission their agreement with ACA has put 
them in the position to deliver 7,500 pounds 
of WMR-provided supplies worth approx- 
imately $1.8 million. The supplies included 
one ton of medication, dressings, surgical 
supplies and equipment, and a blood ana- 
lyzer which was desperately needed. In the 
last year they have distributed medical sup- 
plies and donated many man-hours to train- 
ing Salvadorans in first aid, use of medical 
equipment and medical techniques, and tre- 
ated thousands ot people in medical civil- 
ian-assistance programs (MEDCAPs) held 
all over the country. And perhaps most im- 
portant, they have shown the people of E! 
Salvador that they care enough to return 
again and again and to act on the findings 
that they made during their first visit to El 
Salvador. 

During RRII’s February mission the 
medical team performed initial and re- 
fresher first-aid training for I8 helicopter 
doorgunners and presented them with 15 
medical kits for use aboard their aircraft. 

The doorgunners were trained in basic 
emergency techniques: stopping bleeding, 
applying tourniquets, keeping airways 
open, making stretchers, immobilizing pa- 
tients with back and neck injuries. The Sal- 
vadorans have had no training in this; there 
are no trained medics for chopper duty, and 
there have been many unnecessary casual- 
ties on the way to the hospital. Dr. John 
(‘‘Doc’’) Peters, a member of the RRII team 
who has trained Emergency Medical Tech- 
nicians and taught survival medicine all 
over the United States since 1972, says, 
“*These guys are terrifically motivated, and 
they are very quick learners. They pay strict 
attention, ask intelligent questions and are 
determined to learn techniques properly — 
probably because they know that they could 
be injured tomorrow and this training could 
very well save their lives.’’ 

RRII members Peters, Kraft, Huber and 
Reisinger were invited to participate in three 
helicopter medevacs. The first was in Caba- 
nas Department at the village of Dolores, 
which had been attacked by 500 to 600 
guerrillas the night before. The guerrillas 
had been held off by 30 to 40 members of 
the civilian police force until Salvadoran 
airborne troops arrived by helicopter, but 
the village had been chewed up during the 
battle. Four men were killed, and seven 
were medevacked out. 

RRII set up a MEDCAP in the school 
building and spent a day treating villagers 
who lined up for treatment and medical sup- 
plies. 

An interesting note is that while RRII was 
in Dolores, a Salvadoran government 
medical team showed up trailed by ABC 
and NBC camera crews, and the two groups 
worked together with the people of the vil- 
lage. The ABC and NBC journalists ques- 
tioned RRII about the people’s feelings 
about the government, and RRII said that 
they had never heard any expression of anta- 
gonism — in fact, the people had welcomed 
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the soldiers as protectors only hours before. 

One NBC cameraman, who incidentally 
did not approve of the politics of RRII (he 
had just returned from a sympathetic visit 
with the Sandinistas in Nicaragua), told Doc 
Peters that RRII seemed to have had the 
greatest impact on and rapport with the Sal- 
vadorans of any of the many groups he had 
seen because of their numerous trips and 
their willingness to go into dangerous situa- 
tions to help people who needed them. 

The remaining days of RRII's February 
mission were spent organizing medical sup- 
plies, loading them aboard a C-47 and de- 
livering them to San Francisco Gotera in 
Morazan Province. RRII along with a repre- 
sentative from ACA conducted MEDCAPs 
in two large refugee camps, examining, 
treating and teaching refugees first aid and 
sanitation. Although they treated nearly 
1,400 people, they have barely scratched 
the surface. The medical situation in the 
camps is horrible. From 60-80 percent of 
the children have scabies or worms, and 
many of them are ill from secondary infec- 
tions. These illnesses are easy to treat, but 
the medicines are very expensive. Luckily, 
the World Medical Relief supplies included 
a number of these medicines, but the prob- 
lem is so widespread that the medicine was 
quickly exhausted. 

Each RRII mission to El Salvador has 
been more successful than the last. They 
have developed bonds of trust with people 
in the country, and their continuing interest 
and work have convinced people that they 
are sincere in their mission to Central Amer- 
ica. For the first time, in February they were 
accompanied by a Salvadoran military doc- 
tor, and they worked with Salvadoran 
medics in Dolores. One Salvadoran Air 
Force colonel told Doc Peters, ‘*Because 
you come down here and we see you again 
and again getting dirty and bloody with us, 
we trust you.”’ 

Meanwhile, the U.S. government has 
made some half-hearted efforts in the right 
direction. In June 1983 President Reagan 
sent a team of 25 nurses, corpsmen and lab 
technicians to E] Salvador. Although their 
initial assignment was for six months, it has 
apparently been extended. However, the 
teams are restricted to the cities of San Sal- 
vador, San Miguel and Santa Ana in brigade 
headquarters. This is the same problem 
faced by the Milgroup in El Salvador. They 
are not allowed to officially speak with RRII 
people, but privately some have told RRII 
that their problem is that they are not 
allowed to go out in the field and are there- 
fore unable to develop mutual trust with the 
people. And once again, it is Congress that 
is responsible for this problem, as U.S. 
military personnel are not allowed to go into 
the field. 

There is no question that Refugee Relief 
International, Inc. is making an impact in 
Central America, and they still need your 
help. There are some supplies that World 
Medical Relief does not have in large quan- 
tities: malaria medicine, Ringers Lactate 
IV, foot powder, vitamins and individual 
battle dressings. Any assistance in procure- 
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ABOVE: Drs. Fred Kraft (left) and John 
Peters (center) join RRII President Tom 
Reisinger for presentation of medical kits to 
Salvadoran Air Force helicopter crews 
following intensive first-aid training course. 
Photo: Ralph Edens 


ment of these items would be deeply 
appreciated. But the most important thing 
you can contribute is cash — cash for get- 
ting the supplies to El Salvador and for 
organizing their distribution once they ar- 
rive. For the price of a case of beer you can 
help save a life and get a blow in at com- 
munism at the same time. The people of 
Central America need your help. Please for- 
ward any donations to Refugee Relief Inter- 
national, Inc., 6340 Nelson St., Arvada, 
CO 80004. 

We can all benefit from the example of 
Refugee Relief International, Inc., the Air 
Commando Association and World Medical 
Relief. Individuals can make a difference, 
regardless of what their government 
chooses to do. WMR and some determined 


BELOW: Refugee Relief International, Inc. 
and Air Commando Association conduct 
medical civilian-assistance program in 
village of Cacaopera, El! Salvador. Photo: 
Rick Venable 


senior citizens, the ACA and RRII have all 
proved that. They have helped thousands of 
people, and have the potential of doing 
much more. 

Doctors and medics have volunteered 
their services; private individuals have 
volunteered their time; former military peo- 
ple have volunteered their expertise; private 
physicians, pharmacists and hospitals have 
donated medicines and equipment; and cash 
donations have been received from every 
state in the union. 

Brig. Gen. Heine Aderholt says, tWe 
want everyone to get their feet wet. Maybe 
we in the private sector can take over and 
win down, there.” 


x 
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SOF Uncovers the 
Real FDN 


Text & Photos by Francisco Carberry 


Contra sports FN FAL and ‘‘I’d Rather Be 
Killing Communist”’ button. 
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A« months after SOF interviewed 
Edgar Chamorro of the Nicaraguan 
Democratic Force (FDN: see p. 46), Steven 
Salisbury and I visited an FDN Contra camp 
in Nicaragua. What we saw reinforced Cha- 
morro’s claims that the FDN is not merely 
an organization of former Somoza national 
guardsmen intent on restoring Somozismo 
to Nicaragua. 

A long, dusty, bumpy trip in jeeps 
through southern Honduras and a perilous 
river crossing brought us and our body- 
guards into Contra country in northem 
Nicaragua. As we passed the last Honduran 
outpost, our bodyguards broke out their 
concealed weapons, which consisted of 
AKs, FALs, UZIs and a few LAWs. 

In the past, both Contra and Sandinista 
units had been ambushed on this road, so 
small talk ceased and all eyes were glued to 
the front, sides and rear. Every 200 to 300 
meters three-man Contra outposts were sta- 
tioned to prevent the piricoacos (a derisive 
term used for the Sandinistas meaning 
“‘yvelping street dogs’’) from infiltrating the 
makeshift road. 

The Contra outposts and walking patrols 
were alert, suspicious and well-armed with 
AKs: They were ready to battle the Sandi- 
nistas. The few Nicaraguan campesinos 
who still inhabit the area appeared to wel- 
come the presence of the Contras. We twice 
stopped and talked to campesinos who said 
they were thankful for the protection the 
Contras provided them from the dreaded 
piricoacos. 

We knew that we were nearing the base 
camp when we spotted more and more sand- 
bagged outposts and walking patrols. My 
first glimpse of the ‘‘Somozista Cutthroat 
Guerrilla Army’’ provided quite a shock. 
The FDN troops, at least in that camp, were, 
in fact, a large irregular force composed of 
tough, in some cases toothless, illiterate 
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SOF T-shirts are part of FDN’s irregular 
uniform. Contra on right carries Rumanian 
AK-47; center weapon is FN FAL. 


campesinos — some of whom had fought 
against Somoza and all of whom were proud 
to be FDN members. 

Both Steven and I speak Spanish and 
could converse with the campesinos direct- 
ly, so it wasn’t difficult to get them to talk 
about why they had joined the Contras. 
They told us their hopes for throwing the 
communists out of their country so they 
could return to their small farms. 

These men and women were just days 
away from a projected long penetration 
deep into the interior of Nicaragua, but nev- 
er have I seen an army with higher morale. 
In this army, men and women fight 
together, and leadership is based not on who 
you know, but on the process of natural 
selection. Former Col. Enrique Bermudez, 
the only former member of the Nicaraguan 
National Guard on the FDN Directorate, 
explains, ‘‘In the past, when we were start- 
ing our struggle, we arbitrarily picked as 
leaders those we thought could do the job. 
But, you know when the bullets start to fly 
and get closer and closer, that appointed 
leader is sometimes hiding in a hole; and 
that, my friend, is when the real leaders 
emerge.” 

Of course, the Contras” TO&E cannot be 
compared to that of the U.S. Army because 
so many items are in short supply. ‘‘It is 
basically a question of priorities,’’ says 
Comandante Ganso. ‘‘With our limited 
funds, we sometimes have to forego things 
that a civilian would laugh at, but you have 
no idea how important a simple can of foot 
powder is. Bore cleaner, rifle oil, good boot 
socks have to be struck off the buy list so we 
can upgrade our communication or increase 
our ammo supplies. We tried to save some 
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money by buying Korean jungle boots. That 
almost cost us a 600-man task force: The 
boots fell apart in less than three weeks and 
we had to pull those people out, reoutfit 
them and treat the numerous foot prob- 
lems.” 

Nicaragua’s northern terrain is, to say the 
least, horrendous. It contains high peaks, 
followed by steep inclines into the valleys 
and more high peaks. When you stand in a 
valley and look up at the next peak, the back 
of your head is resting on your shoulders. 
U.S.-made jungle boots last, at best, three 
months. That is one reason why the Contras 
are always running out. 

For security reasons, the manner in which 
the Contras resupply has been omitted from 
our report. The basic arm of the Contra 
troops is the AK, in its various models. 
There are also a number of FALs. 

The Contras operate in task forces from 
400 to 600 men and women, and are prob- 
ably some of the finest light-infantry troops 
operating today. Issue weapons are AKs or 
FALs, RPG-7s, 60mm Commando Mor- 
tars, LAWs and M60 MGs. Heavier 
weapons such as 81mm or 82mm mortars, 
and M2 .50-cal. HMGs are available, but 
because of the terrain, these weapons are 
sent in by mule train to internal bases situ- 
ated high on mountain tops. The Contras 
must move quickly, and light weapons have 
proven more valuable since the Contras 
avoid holding villages. 

A year ago they tried, with little success, 
to take and hold small towns, but the Sandi- 
nistas brought up the heavy guns and blasted 
away. The Contras — realizing that they 
were not ready to fight a regular, much- 
heavier-armed force — reverted to classical 
guerrilla warfare. The Sandinistas, who rely 
on tanks, heavy mortars and artillery, now 
are being run ragged by the incredibly fit 
campesinos, who never would have been 
their enemy if they had been left alone. An 
11-year old boy, who at his tender age is a 
two-year combat veteran, summed it up 
concisely, *‘The piris forced us off our 
farm, killed my father and accused me of 
aiding the Contras. They made me a Con- 
tra.”” 

Upon our arrival, the three task forces in 
the forward camp were assembled and gave 
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Nicaraguan Contras greet SOFers Steven 
Salisbury and Francisco Carberry at FDN 
camp in northern Nicaragua. 


an impressive demonstration of close-order 
drill, albeit guerrilla style: They marched in 
squad, halted, then executed right-shoulder 
arms and port arms, and fell to attention. 
Steven and I were surprised: We never ex- 
pected such a show from the tough, but 
raggedly uniformed guerrillas. 

Up until 1984, the Contras were forbid- 
den by the CIA from attacking oil-storage 
dumps or mining Nicaragua’s ports, but the 
CIA and the Contras became wary in early 
84 that the Contra funds, which must be 
appropriated by Congress, would be cut off, 
and decided to try for a few spectacular 
successes to show their effectiveness 
against the Sandinistas. Col. Bermudez told 
them to take off the gloves: ‘‘If you smell 
gas, burn it! If you see power transmission 
lines, drop them. Don’t pick a fight with an 
enemy battalion unless you can suck the 
bastards into making a mistake. Instead, go 
after the fuel dumps and trucks that supply 
that battalion. 

‘*I know most of you would not be here if 
you had not been made Contras by the 
abuses of the piris, but let’s go and make 
more Contras. Our people are waiting for 
us,’’ Col. Bermudez concludes. 

Steve and I were saddened to have to 
leave these rugged men and women who are 
roaming the steep mountains of Nicaragua, 
deeper and deeper, to rid their beloved land 
of Russians, Bulgarians, East Germans and 
the much-hated Cubans. Adios, 
muchachos, we will be with you again soon. 

Editor’s note: SOF continues to collect 
and forward vitally needed items for the 
FDN and Miskito Indians who are fighting 
to rid Nicaragua of Cuban and Soviet pup- 
pets — and to remove the base from which 
terrorism is shipped to E] Salvador and other 
Central American countries. 

The El Salvador/Nicaragua Defense 
Fund needs boot socks, foot powder, 
weapons-cleaning materials, boots in 
medium and small sizes, T-shirts, field 
jackets (it gets cold in the Nicaraguan 
mountains) and especially money to trans- 
port these items to places they can do some 
good. The IRS has not defined freedom- 
fighting as a charitable act, so your dona- 
tions are not tax-deductible. 

Refugee Relief International, Inc. (RRI: 
see p. 48) has delivered over $2'% million 
worth of medical supplies to Central Amer- 
ica, but this is just a drop in the bucket. We 
desperately need funds to continue the 
effort. Donated supplies must be delivered 
and airline tickets must be bought to send 
SOF representatives to escort shipments so 
they are delivered to the people who need 
them (and don’t get into the black market). 
Donations to Refugee Relief International 
are tax-deductible. 

Mailing address for equipment or sup- 
plies to El Salvador/Nicaragua Defense 
Fund is 5721 Arapahoe Ave., Boulder, CO 
80303. Cash contributions should be sent to 
El Salvador/Nicaraguan Defense Fund, 
P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306. RRII’s 
address is Refugee Relief International, 
Inc., 6340 Nelson, St., Arvada, CO 80004. 

Rx 
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TAKING IT 
TO THE 


STREETS 


SOF Trains Salvadorans 
in Urban Warfare 


Text & Photos by Steve Salisbury 


Sis Miguel, Usulutan, Tenancingo, 
Berlin, El Paraiso, Perquin. These Sal- 
vadoran cities and towns have one thing in 
common: All have been the scene of vicious 
sweet fighting between government troops 
and leftist guerrillas. 

Urban combat has become a way of life 
— or death — in El Salvador. The guerrillas 
mass hundreds of/men around a town and 
overrun it; the army then dispatches rein- 
forcements and drives them out. It’s a grisly 
business and casualties are almost always 
high. So when Soldier of Fortune offered 
instruction in urban warfaré,, the Salvadoran 
army jumped at it. The Airborne Battalion, 
given its role as a national-level airborne/air 
mobile strike force, was a logical choice for 
training. 
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On 21 February, SOF team members Bill 
Brooks (SOF Convention director), Ben 
Jones and I walked into Airborne headquar- 
ters at the sprawling Ilopango air base five 
kilometers east of San Salvador and met the 
battalion’s ebullient commander, Maj. Luis 
Turcios. After abrazos and pleasantries, the 
major introduced us to his husky, mus- 
tachioed S1, Lt. Guillén, the man in charge 
of facilitating our mission. The lieutenant 
led us into the situation room and, over 
Cokes, we outlined a three-day training 
program for 75 men. 

That done, we searched for training sites. 
With nine soldiers as companions, we 
packed into a military truck and drove to the 
outskirts of San Salvador to look over sever- 
al apartment complexes under construction. 


Former legionnaire and SOF convention 
director Bill Brooks led Salvadoran troops 
in urban-warfare training. 


None was suitable so we decided to devise a 
grenade course and assault-rifle course in 
the famous Poligono, Ilopango’s Death 
Valley, a bleached-sand gulley rancid from 
trash dumps and mess-hall-grease run-offs 
— and accessible only by a dusty quarter- 
kilometer road over Drag Ass hill. 

The next morning we hauled a dozen 
troops over to dig holes, line up barrels and 
erect wooden windows. Suddenly, all hell 
broke loose. Intense gunfire blasted a cou- 
ple of hundred meters off and several tight- 
faced soldiers from a different Airborne 
Battalion unit came charging down old Drag 
Ass, diving for the nearest cover. Bullets 
cracked overhead, one kicking up dirt about 
30 feet from Jones’ head. It sounded as if the 
base were under attack, but our troopies, 
seemingly oblivious to the gunfire, con- 
tinued to work enthusiastically. They knew 
it was only zealous soldiers in exercise. 
‘*‘They want to scare us,’’ said a sergeant, 
grinning. We finished the preparations that 
afternoon a little more peacefully. 

On 23 February, explosives and small- 
arms expert Dennis Daly joined our team 
and we began the training. We marched 78 
paratroopers, including two lieutenants and 
several NCOs, over to a shady tree behind 
their barracks. We put up a blackboard and 
sat them in a half-circle around it. I served 
as translator for the group. Brooks, an 82nd 
Airborne veteran of the Dominican Repub- 
lic operation and Vietnam, and a French 
Foreign legionnaire from 1972 to ’77, kick- 
ed things off with a lecture on the general 
strategy of attacking and clearing towns. 
Using a hypothetical town on the black- 
board, Brooks diagramed how to attack and 
clear a town correctly, using the three-phase 
approach of current U.S. military doctrine: 
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1) Isolation — seize dominant terrain 
features and approaches to town. 

2) Foothold — establish foothold, usual- 
ly in a weak point in the enemy’s defenses, 
and use for Command and Control and op- 
erations springboard. Quickly proceed to 
the next phase. 

3) Advance and clear — advance evenly 
through zones, block by block, landmark to 
landmark. Clear every building. Establish 
points where units come into physical con- 
tact. 

The Airbome troops took copious notes; 
they knew this was information that could 
save their lives. 

After Brooks had explained the general 
strategy of clearing towns, Jones, a former 
Marine in Vietnam, went into the nuts and 
bolts of house-to-house fighting, including 
what to do if you’re the one stuck inside the 
house and the guerrillas are trying to clear it. 
Jones chose not to lecture but to lead a group 
discussion with the troops, many of whom 
had considerable combat experience them- 
selves. 

“‘How many floors do buildings usually 
have here?’’ he asked. 

“One, right,’’ he acknowledged the 
group’s answer. ‘‘Most of the buildings 
here are adobes.’’ He drew an overhead 
view of a house without a roof. ‘‘Now from 
where do you shoot at the Gs trying to get 
inside?”’ 

‘The door. ..the window,”’ the troops 
eagerly ventured. 

‘Avoid shooting from the door,’’ the 
muscular Jones replied, waving his finger 
for emphasis. ‘‘It’s too obvious; the guerril- 
las expect you there. And barricade the door 
from the inside. Anybody know why?” 

The troops mumbled among themselves, 
but no one volunteered an answer. 

‘*Well, number one, it’s the easiest ac- 
cess for the enemy. And, number two, what 
would you think if you saw sand bags, con- 
crete, bricks, barbed-wire, and all that other 
shit in front of a house? You'd think the 
guerrillas were inside. We don’t want to be 
detected that easily. 

‘‘Windows are pretty obvious, too, but 
they’re better than doors. If you shoot 
through windows, fire from the lower cor- 
ners and don’t stick out your gun barrel, 
they'll spot it. 

‘The best thing is to knock small wedge- 
shaped holes in the wall, with the external 
hole only large enough for the gun barrel to 
fit. This gives you a better angle of fire and 
more concealment and protection.’” 

Jones concluded the morning’s training 
by showing the soldiers how to use obsta- 
cles to channel the enemy into fields of fire. 

““However, be sure to use obstacles your 
fire can penetrate, such as empty barrels or 
wooden carts, so the guerrillas can’t find 
cover behind them.”’ 

After lunch, we gathered the troops in 
front of Maj. Turcios’ office at 1400 and 
marched to the grenade course in the Poligo- 
no. Brooks began the basics by using a 
practice grenade. 

‘Grip the grenade with your thumb on 
the spoon.”’ he instructed. ‘‘Observe your 


AUGUST 84 


Dr. Demo, John Donovan, teaches San 
Miguel airstrip security troops the use of 
Garrett electromagnetic metal detectors — 
donated by SOF and Rene Le Neve of 
Rene’s International Metal Detector Sales 
and Security Devices, Dept. SOF, 214 E. 
Front St., Bloomington, IL 61707 — to find 
mines. 


target. Pull the pin hard — and not with your 
teeth, that’s only in the movies. Then re- 
lease the spoon and throw.’’ The former 
legionnaire followed through like Steve 
Carlton, simultaneously pointing his other 
arm for a sight. 

“*Burn off a second or two if your target is 
close,’’ drawled the North Carolinian. 
‘Otherwise the guerrillas may throw the 
damned thing back. But be real careful not 
to take too long or it'll blow up in your 
hand.”’ 

The secret of grenade throwing, like any- 
thing else in war, is to hit your target with- 
out exposing yourself more than necessary, 
Brooks explained. Thus, soldiers need to 
learn how to throw in different modes and 
situations. Our course offered plenty of 
that. 

At the first six stations, the troops threw 
practice grenades overhand, underhand and 
sidearm into holes and through windows, 


while lying in trenches or kneeling behind 
rusty barrels. Station seven had them fol- 
lowing a bend to the right in the gulley’s 
wall and shooting six M16 rounds left- 
handed at three targets. They then climbed a 
10-foot precipice with a rope and followed 
another green rope through parched vegeta- 
tion downhill to resume tossing grenades 
through windows and at silhouettes from 
standing, kneeling and prone positions (and 
one over-the-shoulder toss while lying flat 
on their backs) behind tall grass, the rocks 
and finally in the open. They finished the 
training course by racing on a short, thick 
wall, up the lower third of Drag Ass, across 
the road and into a pit where, in groups of 
four, they would boost and/or haul each 
other up a 10-foot stone butte. 

Daly began the second day’s training 
with a demonstration of plastic explosives. 
Most of the troops were unfamiliar with the 
procedure so he threw them a few chunks of 
the rubbery mass. They giggled and 
curiously kneaded it before passing it on to 
their anxious buddies. 

“Chewing gum,’’ joked the genial Daly, 
affectionately dybbed El Gordo by‘his new 
listeners. “‘But don’t bite: it. Just this much 
can blow a barrel 50 feet in the air,’’ El 
Gordo indicated about three inches with his 
thumb and index finger. 
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Daly went into the mechanics of detona- 
tion, occasionally throwing in raunchy one- 
liners for laughs. He lit a fuse, showing how 
it burns inside, and popped a blasting cap. 
He then put a blasting cap onto a wire and 
inserted it into a marble-sized ball of plastic. 
He detonated it with a crank and the power 
of the burst astonished the troopies. Dev- 
ilishly twirling his handlebar mustache, 
Daly asked if they would like him to blow a 
huge wad. The troops shouted their approv- 
al like pyromaniacs, and the 44-year-old pro 
grinned and walked off to set up a demo. 

While waiting for Daly to set up, Brooks 
and Jones showed how two-man teams 
should enter houses in which the enemy 
may be holed up. They positioned a couple 
barrels to simulate the sides of a doorway 
and crouched behind them. Each man has a 
role: There’s the first man and the support 
man. One of them (and it can be either) 
throws a grenade into the room, both brace 
for the blast, and then the first man bursts in 
low, spraying the room with full-auto and 
tucking himself around the wall on his side. 
The support man follows doing the same. 
Closets, beds and other possible hiding 
spots are peppered. 

“Shoot first. Don’t look first to see see if 
he’s there because, if he is, he’!] kill you,”’ 
warned Jones. 

Daly was still fiddling. The troops were 
anxious. 

“‘Are you ready, El Gordo?’’ we all 
shouted in unison. 

‘*Kiss my ass,’” he answered jocularly in 
broken Spanish, dismissing us with a wave. 
Finally, he was ready. But the demo literal- 
ly fizzled out. The fuse was bad. So much 
for the Big Bang. 

For the rest of the day and the following 
morning, we ran the troops through the pre- 
liminaries of a competition to see who had 
learned the most. We heightened enthu- 
siasm by promising undisclosed prizes for 
the winners. They threw two practice gre- 
nades at each station (except number seven) 
and their hits were tallied. The 10 highest 
scorers advanced to the finals that after- 
noon. 

CBS-TV had been filming SOF’s activi- 
ties in El Salvador for the new series Amer- 
ican Parade (see ‘‘SOF on Parade,”’ p. 64) 
and, by fortunate coincidence, was in the 
Poligono for the finals. As the finalists hus- 
tled from station to station, the exhausted 
cameramen, huffing and puffing, raced to 
keep up with them. 

Amazingly, six troops tied for first. Sud- 
den Death! We then awarded two points for 
rifle hits at station seven. Diegoberto Trini- 
dad, a fearless fighter who had already 
made a name for himself by taunting the 
guerrillas in a fire fight, won with 19 of 30 
possible points. His prizes: an SOF logo 
pin, lighter and camouflage billfold, pre- 
sented with handshakes by Brooks and SOF 
Editor/Publisher Robert K. Brown. The 
runnerup’s prize was an SOF pocket knife, 
and all the finalists received SOF patches. 
Jones ended everything with a bang by dem- 
onstrating M60-machine-gun assault firing, 
letting the Salvadoran machine-gunners 
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SOF team member Sam Allen during February trip to El Salvador. 


AFTER-ACTION 
REPORT 


In February 1984, SOF asked Sam 
Allen to make an evaluation of the state 
of M60 machine guns and other weapons 
of the 3rd Brigade elements at San 
Miguel, the Lenca Battalion at San Fran- 
cisco Gotera and the FAS helicopter 
doorgunners at Hopango. Although 
Allen’s military career was cut short be- 
cause of an injury during USMC train- 
ing, his practical experience makes him 
well-qualified to evaluate machine guns. 
He is a Class Three machine-gun dealer 
in North Carolina and serves on the 
county sheriff’s auxiliary and Special 
Tactical and Rappelling (STAR) teams. 
SOF conventioneers may remember him 
as Peter Kokalis’ helper from the 
machine-gun demonstrations at the 1982 
and ’83 conventions. Below are his find- 
ings. 

General Observations: The Salvador- 
an troops are enthusiastic, but lack basic 
weapons-maintenance knowledge. The 
blame for this falls on the U.S. Congress 
for not providing sufficient trainers. If 
they did, SOF would not be here. 

We found the weapons in the worst 
conditions at San Miguel. Four out of 14 
of the M60s inspected were totally inop- 
erative. Weapons-cleaning to the troops 
meant field-stripping, passing under a 
faucet and reassembling while still wet. 
However, some troops did attempt to 
wipe dry the internal cavities. Troops 
from the school that used oil, did; those 
that weren’t, didn’t. 

Two of the four inoperable M60s re- 
quired the use of the 12-ounce gas piston 
removal tool. One was missing the ex- 
tractor, explaining the fired casing in the 
chamber. During preliminary disassem- 
bly, the sear fell out. Furthermore, there 
was neither a sear pin nor trigger pin. 
These weapons had just returned from 
the field. 

M60s bearing the serial numbers 46, 


415, 52262 and 120393 had two rebuild 
dates stamped on them: 1975 and 1977. 
Remaining weapons had serial numbers 
in the 193XXX through 199XXX series. 
Preventive maintenance is not in this 
unit’s dictionary. 

Lenca Battalion at San Francisco 
Gotera: 15 M60s in the serial-number 
range 192XXKX. 

These weapons were in much better 
condition as far as maintenance is con- 
cerned. Only one weapon which came in 
from the field was inoperative, and that 
was because of a reversed gas piston. 
The basic problem with these weapons 
was too much oil. Internal inspection of 
some weapons revealed a substance with 
the consistency of soft wax. It turns out 
that the lubricants used were a mixture of 
L.S.A. and L.A.W. It appears that 
L.A.W. in the tropics combined with 
dust creates the soft wax-like substance. 
The use of L.A.W. should be discon- 
tinued. The unit has some good armorers 
and, with sufficient training and parts, 
maintenance could be excellent. 

Ilopango: M60 D — more than 25 of 
these weapons were worked on. Four of 
the weapons had loose rivets allowing 
the receiver rails to move in the trunion 
SNs on these units. SXXXR, 86XX12 
and 98XXR had rebuild dates of 1974 or 
1976. SNs ranged up to 192XXX. Bolts, 
op rods and barrel extensions show ex- 
cessive wear due to sustained firing. 
These weapons are cleaned in vats of 
varsal creating carbon problems in the 
system. At least one soldier solved this 
problem by scrubbing the carbon away. 
Problems Observed: One reversed gas 
piston; five firing-pin sleeves and spring 
reversed; all burned and gouged cam- 
ming surface on op rod; cracked, chip- 
ped and worn op rod rollers; 80 percent 
of the bolts should be replaced because 
they were cracked, chipped and in some 
cases non-existent. Bolt-camming sur- 
face: one loose barrel extension; one 
cracked feed arm; five missing leaf 
Springs on pistol grips. 
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Machine-gunners were not exempt from 
moving course of fire. 


SOF training-team member Dennis Daly 
teaches basic demo at Ilopango Airbase. 
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Brooks taught and directed exercises in 
surmounting obstacles. 


Wall-scaling practice helps urban combat 
teams move faster, with better cover, and 
appear where they aren’t suspected. 


have a try at it too. 

All too soon, the three days were over. 
We had enjoyed teaching the basics of urban 
warfare to this group. They had listened 
attentively and learned quickly. We would 
like to have given the program a few more 
times, but Jones had to go to the States and 
Brooks, Daly and I were scheduled to teach 
the basics of the M60 in San Francisco 
Gotera, Morazan. 

We arrived at Gotera at a bad time. Vir- 
tually every soldier was either rehearsing 
for the Oath to the Nation parades or pulling 


extra patrol duty because of a guerrilla 
anniversary. We managed to get 50 men and 
five machine guns, but we only had a day- 
and-a-half to work with — just enough time 
to let each man zero the M60 at 25 paces and 
fire 25 rounds in short bursts at targets 150 
meters away. 

Tracers from the rounds set the dry bush 
afire, and while the troops were beating out 
the blaze with branches, a rabbit hopped 
into view. You would have thought it was a 
communist. The troopies immediately for- 
got about the fire and started shooting at the 
damn hare. That was fine until it bounded 
between the obsessed soldiers and us. A 
couple of bullets kicked up the dirt close by 
and Brooks and I hit the deck. They finally 
killed the scrawny rabbit, but there was 
hardly anything left of it. 

We should receive combat pay for this, I 
thought as I picked myself up from the dirt. 
But I would see combat soon enough. 

At 1715 that afternoon, 1. March, I. 
boarded a six-truck convoy with approx-" 
imately 180 troops headed for the town of 
Sociedad, 12 klicks to the east. Guerrillas 
had been coming down periodically from 
their surrounding mountain redoubts, haras- 
sing the townspeople, stealing their live- 
Stock, imposing ‘‘war taxes,’’ painting slo- 
gans on their homes and press-ganging their 
young men. The army had tried to surprise 
them two weeks before, but the elusive ter- 
rorists vanished by the time it arrived. This 
time we succeeded. 

We left the trucks six klicks from town 
and waited until nightfall before advancing 
on foot in three prongs. I was with Capt. 
Turcios (no relation to Maj. Turcios of the 
Airborne Battalion) and troops of the Mora- 
zan Battalion in the center prong. We 
walked five meters apart in two Indian files 
on each side of a dusty road. The bearded 
captain talked to campesinos along the way 
to get information. We rested at a mom-and- 
pop store for a few minutes. The visit was 
profitable for the owners. The troops bought 
snacks and sodas, a big difference from the 
guerrillas who rarely paid. We stopped for 
the night, spreading out and camping in the 
hills two klicks west of Sociedad. I followed 
Turcios and about 12 of his men to the top of 
the biggest, steepest hill. The climb alone 
made me ready for bed, but it was unusually 
cold and I, wrapped in a plastic poncho, 
shivered wide-eyed most of the night. 

We resumed our march at 0515. A half- 
hour later we heard intense fire to the north- 
east. Capt. Turcios got on the radio and 
learned that troops of the First Battalion had 
surprised the guerrillas on the edge of town. 
We eagerly pressed on. 

Pock! pock! pock!...Guerrillas un- 
leashed a furious volley at us from a hill a 
hundred meters ahead. We flung ourselves 
to the ground and pressed against the banks 
of the road. Bullets landed everywhere. 
Puffs of dust rose like mini smoke sipnals. 

The government troops responded with 
bursts of M16 fire and slithered like sala- 
manders into a position to advance. Turcios 
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Airborne trooper 
gets checked out 
before loading for 
drop. 


Diving out the 
door, and looking 
at the world 
between your feet 
unite the 
international 
jumping fraternity. 


AY1 
The Munich airport looks like any other 
modern terfninal: standardized and im- 
personal. But the drive from Munich to 
Altenstadt is right out of a travelogue. 
The'city is clean and’ green, and in a 
short time | am out of the suburbs head- 
ing south through picture-postcard- 
perfect Bavarian. countryside. We drive 
through gently rolling country past 
meadows, forests and scenic villages, 
and the Alps on the horizon get larger 
with each kilometer. After two hours we 
pass Schongau, a walled town originally 
settled by the Romans, and | know we 
are getting close. We drive through nar- 
row, winding streets through an old vil- 
lage — this must be Altenstadt, which 
means “gid town” — and suddenly the 
main gate of the German Airborne 
School looms 200 meters ahead. High 
up onthe guardhouse | see the tradition- 
al German paratroop (Falischirmjager) 
insignia of a large diving eagle within a 
wreath. 
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U.S. Marine Jumps 
with Legendary 
Diving Eagles 


by Maj. Lindsey Kiang 
Photos by David Mills 


AIRBORNE MARINE 


Lindsey, Kiang, ,a major jn the 
Marine Corps Reserve, was invited 
by the West German ‘Army’ in the 
summer of 1979 to participate in their 
airborne course. This is the story of 
how he earned the jump wings and 
maroon beret of the Falischirmjager. 

In civilian life Kiang,.a lawyer, lives 
in New Haven, Conn.,,and is eneral 
Counsel * for, Yale University, jThis ig 
his first article for SOF: 


AUGUST 84 


; 

We drive through the gate and are met 
by the officer of the day. | have my first 
look at a German paratrooper, wearing a 
maroon beret with the silver diving- 


eagle insignia, close-fitting olive-drab _ 


fatigue uniform, a P38 pistol and lace-up 
jump boots. Behind him, up on the hill, | 
can see the flag of the Federal Republic 
of Germany. It is still difficult to believe, 
butlam actually in Germany about to go 
through the airborne course of the West 
German Army 
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Day 3 

{am billeted on the second floor of a 
two-story classroom building, the 
ground floor of which is used by the Luft- 
waffe Survival School and the Paratroop 
NCO School. Pan Am has lost my bag- 
gage, so | arrive with nothing but my 
carry-on bag. But the German Army fa- 
tigues | am temporarily issued are so 
comfortable and durable that | wear 
them throughout training. 

It is a short walk to the company area, 
and | muster with the other trainees. We 
march to the mess hall, where the first 
sergeant greets us and leads us by the 
numbers in filling out the many admin 
forms. | find out very quickly that they 
speak German much faster than | am 
used to hearing. | begin to worry. 

We march back to the company area, 
where our cycle is formed into two train- 


Candidates for Bundeswehr'’s maroon 
beret line up for tower jumps. 


“Like a ballet dancer!” Stylized spring 
and legs-out posture are demanded by 
German jumpmasters. 


ing platoons. each with approximately 
40 men and a cadre of five NCO instruc- 
tors. In my platoon the only other officer 
is a German lieutenant; the rest are 18- 
and 19-year-old German soldiers sent 
here by their battalions in the 1st Air- 
borne Division. The other training pla- 
toon is made up completely of young 
soldiers, except for about a dozen Royal 
Netherlands Marines. | later learn that 
the entire Dutch Marine Corps is gra- 
dually qualifying in the airborne role. | 
‘see other platoons composed entirely of 
NCOs and officers from a mixed bag of 
non-airborne units, and consider myself 
very fortunate to be in a normal platoon 
having only paratroopers from the divi- 
sion. | am assigned the le position in 
my platoon, which is difficult because 
everyone guides on me and yet | am 
unfamiliar with the German Army’s 
close-order drill. We doubie-time to the 
training area where we spend the rest of 
the day doing parachute landing falls 
(PLFs). 


Benning doesn’t have a monopoly on 
the Nutcracker. 


, 
\ 


AUGUST 84 \| 


Day 4 

We muster in the company area and 
_ double-time up to central supply to draw 
parachutes and harnesses. The day is 
spent practicing PLFs and putting on the 
‘chutes. Learning the long German 
words for the different parts of the Amer- 
ican-style T-10 parachute and reserve is 
difficult — | am concentrating so hard 
that | have a headache at the end of 
each day. But soon we will be up in a 
Luftwaffe aircraft, and | had better be 

able to understand fully by then! 

Every hour or so we are allowed a 
short break. On the command, 
“Achtung!”, we spring to attention and 
scramble back to formation, where we 
are led through physical exercises. The 
philosophy here is different from that at 
Ft. Benning; the German Army assumes 
that every trainee is physically fit and 
has passed the test given by his air- 
borne battalion before being sent here. 


Once out the door, German soldiers fali 
like everybody else. 
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SOLDIER OF FORTUNE. 50 
¢ . st 


AUGUST 84 


Therefore, physical exercise is de- 
signed to keep soldiers fit and flexible, 
not to weed them out. All of the exer- 
cises are military-related and resemble 
athletic contests. We have relay races of 
various kinds over and under obstacles, 
we pair off and carry each other on our 
backs, and we do many other agility ex- 
ercises, often with one half of the pla- 
toon competing against the other, such 
as smokers against non-smokers. 
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Day 5 

A Marine observing our morning 
formation would find it difficult to recon- 
cile what he sees with his previous no- 
tions of the German Army. The maroon 
beret is exactly the same as that worn by 
paratroopers all over the world, and the 
olive-drab fatigue uniform is French in 
style. The indifferent manner of mar- 
ching reflects a modern army in which 
the training emphasis is not on close- 
order drill but rather on the accomplish- 
ment of the tactical mission. The groom- 
ing standards are rather liberal, and 
military courtesy is relaxed: The soldiers 
are required to salute only officers who 
are their direct superiors. Despite alll 
this, | will soon learn that the German 
Army is fully capable and completely 
professional. 


Parachutists find common experiences 
wherever they meet: packing chutes, 
tightening harness and going out the 
door. 


Maroon beret and Diving Eagle badge 
mark Falischirmjager. 


We double-time across the school to 
the headquarters building to see some 
films. The school was built in 1937 and 
served throughout World War Il as a 
FLAK-gunners’ school. The kasernes 
(in military usage: barracks), school 
buildings and training area are virtually 
unchanged, as is the modernistic head- 
quarters building on a hill overlooking 
the rest of the school. After the rebirth of 
the Fallschirmjager in 1956, the Air- 
borne School was established here. 
Since then it has trained all parachutists 
for the German Army as well as those for 
the Luftwaffe and Navy. In addition, it 
has trained parachutists for many other 
countries, including the Netherlands, 
Belgium and Norway. Also, qualified pa- 
rachutists from NATO allies regularly 
visit the school and in assembly-line 
fashion make the required five jumps in 
two days in order to win the German 
airborne wings. 


PT at Germany's version of Ft. Benning 
has more stretches than push-ups. 


In the afternoon we draw ‘chutes and 
harnesses and run back to the training 
area where we are introduced to the 
suspended harness. Most of the training 
apparatus and training methods are 
basically American and would be famil- 
iar to any graduate of the Airborne 
School at Ft. Benning. While hanging 
from the suspended harness, we prac- 
tice slipping, water and tree landings, 
and reserve deployment. The day 
seems to end very quickly. 


Day 8 

The training this morning consists of 
an introduction to the pendulum. We are 
hooked up to a harness and swing back 
and forth about 12 feet off the ground. At 
the farthest point of one of these oscilla- 
tions, the instructor releases the appar- 
atus so that the trainee falls to the 
ground with a swinging motion. A prop- 
erly executed PLF enables a trainee to 
roll and spring back on his feet in one 
continuous move; most of the trainees 
land with a crash. The pendulum is prac- 
ticed over and over again, swinging fore 
and aft as well as sideways. 

| take my meals in the officers’ mess. 
The noon meal consists of heavy soup, 
bread and a hearty main dish of pota- 
toes, meats and vegetables. The sche- 
dule is difficult for Americans, who prefer 
to eat a light lunch during the training 
day and have the main meal in the even- 
ing. Here, the heavy meal is served mid- 
day, and the evening meal is pitiful: cold 
cuts and bread. | am unable to get 
enough to eat at night and find myself 
having to order food from the short-order 
cook in the officers’ club. His speciaity: 
grilled ham with a fried egg on top. 


In the afternoon, we change routine 
and go back to the suspended harness. | 
am beginning to see the pattern. They 
are introducing us to new skills each 
day, but also taking us back to previous 
stages of instruction for constant review 
and refinement of technique. Our cadre 
of five NCOs serves as our exclusive 
instructors for each stage of training. 
They begin to know us individually and 
see which students are doing well and 
which ones are constantly having trou- 
ble. Their attitude toward the students is 
always professional: firm, fair and moti- 
vated. This is both the result of their 
philosophy of military education, which 
assumes that the students have the 
necessary motivation and aptitude to 
learn military skills, and a result of the 
German Army's policy to avoid training 
methods which degrade the individual. 


Day 9 

Today we are introduced to the 
wooden mock-up of the aircraft in which 
we practice unbuckling, standing up, 
hooking up, checking equipment, and 
shuffling to the door. Most of all, we 
practice jumping out of the aircraft. The 
instructors insist on a stylish leap up and 
out of the door: feet and legs together 
and extended straight out parallel to the 
ground, upper body bent forward at the 
waist, and hands at each end of the 
reserve with elbows in. 

“Like a gymnast,” the instructor 
shouts at me repeatedly. We do this 
over and over, wearing both main and 
reserve ‘chutes, forming one large circle 
of troops shuffling through the aircraft, 
jumping out of the door, running to the 
aft ramp, shuffling through and jumping 
again. 
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The day is hot and humid, the steel 
helmet is like an oven, and the ‘chutes 
seem to get heavier. Our jumps get 
weaker, but the instructors insist all the 
more on perfect leaps out of the door. 
The going is grim, and today 5 realize | 
am not 19 years old. 


Day 10 

Before the morning formation | speak 
to the company commander and tell him 
that since ! do not fully understand the 
German commands and close-order 
drill, someone else should replace me in 
the lead position so that the platoon can 
perform better. The company comman- 
der listens and replies simply that since | 
am a Marine captain | belong in the lead 
position. | do not object any longer. In 
fact, although it may be my imagination, 
| begin to feel that | am starting to stamp 
my boots and move just as smartly as 
any of the young German soldiers. 

We are introduced to the 12-meter 
tower today. We move in sticks of four 
and, with a series of chants, slowly make 
our way to the top where we are hooked 
in. Then we shuffle to the door and leap 
out to fall about three meters before the 
risers pull taut with a bone-wrenching 
jerk; we then slide down the cables to- 
ward the ground about 100 meters 
away. The senior instructor stands be- 

“low, carefully noting all discrepancies 
and critiquing each trainee as he stands 
at attention in front of him after double- 
timing back. 

We jump again and again until the 
instructor is satisfied. My friend, the lieu- 
tenant, has difficulty and must jump over 
and over; he begins to look very ex- 
asperated. It is here that the first separa- 
tions from the program occur. Two 
young soldiers refuse to jump. Upon 
freezing at the door the first time, each is 
told to came down, compose himself 
and go back up. After giving them three 
chances, the company commander un- 
hesitatingly orders that they be dropped 
and sent back to their units. By the next 
day the two are gone as if by magic, and 
the training goes on. 


Day 11 

The training schedule follows a pre- 
dictable pattern: the pendulum and the 
12-meter tower alternating in the morn- 
ing and afternoon. We also learn to get 
out of the ‘chute while being dragged 
and are introduced to the assault pack 
designed to clip onto the reserve and be 
released while a few meters off the 
ground. 

| meet a number of officers on the 
school staff. There is the Bavarian cap- 
tain who looks like a boxer and is the 
leader of the Army parachute team; | will 
always remember his habit of wearing a 
loaded P38 pistol in the club. Then there 
is the young paratroop officer who is a 
Ranger instructor and does not want it 
known that his father is a general, be- 
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Airborne exercises include armed runs 
through obstacle course. 


Crawling through the snow feels the 
same in any country. 


cause he wants to succeed on his own. 
There are also the senior lieutenant, 
who is fiercely anti-communist because 
of his memories as a refugee child in 
1945, and the woman captain, who is 
the staff doctor at the school and who 
wears the German jump wings in gold, 
the highest grade. My training company 
commander is a former CO of an air- 
borne long-range reconnaissance com- 
pany. He loves to parachute and is an 
outstanding leader; as a weekend guest 
at his home | enjoy the hospitality of his 
lovely family. These and all the other 
officers are professional but friendly, 
and the evenings in the club see much 
good camaraderie. 


Collapsible-stock G3 is standard issue 
for German Airborne. 


German airborne school presumes 
conditioning, but some exercise is 
preserved to keep students loose, 
prevent injuries. 


German officers seem to hold their 
ranks and be stationed at one base far 
longer than their American counter- 
parts. This is because of the smail size 
of the German Army (about one-third 
larger than the U.S. Marine Corps), the 
limited number of duty stations, and the 
fact that officers serve longer — for in- 
stance, colonels serve until the age of 
60. Some of the officers have been sta- 
tioned at the school for close to 10 years, 
and one of the senior NCOs on the staff, 
who just made his 5,000th jump, has 
been at the school for nearly 20 years. 
Almost all the senior field-grade officers 
and generals | see have had combat 
experience, as indicated by their de- 
corations — Iron Crosses and Infantry 
Assault Badges abound. The younger 
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Day 12 

The weather has been quite cold and 
rainy for summer. During the morning 
session at the pendulum, an NCO runs 
up and speaks excitedly to the instruc- 
tor. Suddenly, orders are barked out for 
all cycles to terminate training and return 
to quarters immediately. We sense a 
crisis, and soon find out that the school 
is being mobilized to send troops for 
flood-relief work. The ‘worst summer 
rains in Bavaria since 1945 have caused 
major rivers to overflaw, and troops are 
urgently needed to shore up the banks 
with sandbags to prevent flooding in cer- 
tain populated areas. We muster in front 
of the kaserne. The lieutenant and | are 
told we need not go, but.of course we 
choose to do so. Our platoon spends the 
test of the day in the caid, driving rain, 
filling and carrying sandbags next.to a 
raging river which is close to washing 
away the railroad bridge and flooding 
nearby farms. We are served hot chow 
in the field: a couple of hard rolls and a 
sausage. Toward the end of the day, the 
cold becomes severe, and our hands 
feel frozen. At last we are relieved and 
huddle in some farm buildings, waiting 
for transportation. A local farmer invites 
a few of us in to warm up, and his wife 
spreads bread and cold cuts on the 
kitchen table and offers us schnapps. | 
learn that schnapps does wonders for 
the cold. 


Day 15 

Today there is some free time, and | 
take the opportunity to visit the head- 
quarters building and inspect the display 
on the history of the Falischirmjager. It is 
a complete, well-documented display 
tracing the development from 1936 to 
1945 and covering the milestones in 
German airborne history so well-known 
to military historians: Eben Emael, 
Corinth Canal, Crete, North Africa, the 
East Front, Cassino, Normandy and all 
the rest. There is more than | can digest 
in the short time | have. | am impressed 
to meet the deputy commander of the 
school, who put together the display. 
Looking at the many ribbons on his 
chest, ! see that this man jumped in the 
airborne assault on Crete in 1941, 


Day 16: 

The commanding officer of the school 
invites me to accompany him ona visitto 
the 1st Airborne Division, which is con- 
ducting a division exercise about three 
hours away in lower Bavaria. The col- 
onei, who at the age of 59 is the senior 
active parachutist in the German Army, 
once served in Rommel’s Afrika-Korps. 
He is a forceful leader; his way of qual- 
ifying in free-fall jumping was to order an 
instructor to give him a ‘one-day crash 
course instead of taking the usual four- 
week course. | ride with the colonel and 
his driver in an Army Volkswagen j jeep to 
division headquarters, which is spread 
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out in a small village, each headquarters 
unit in some building with the camou- 
flaged vehicles nestled among side 
streets. |am taken aback by this use of a 
built-up area, but | later learn that this is 
common practice in the German Army. 

Such. a division exercise can occur 
only in. peacetime; in war, each of the 
division’s three airborne brigades would 
be attached separately to one of the 
three Corps commands for special. use. 
We drive some distance to the head- 
quarters of the 26th Airborne Brigade 
which, again, is located in a small farm 
village, with the headquarters in the vil- 
lage Gasthaus and various sub-units in 
other buildings and farmhouses. It 
actually looks like a scene from a WWIt 
movie. | am told that the typical German 


countryside is dotted every few kilo- 
meters with village complexes and that 
in a defensive war these built-up areas” 
will provide the centers of resistance for 
the infantry. We receive a briefing by the 
battalion commander on a helicopter 


-assault later that afternoon, and then we 


eat a very simple lunch in the battalion 
headquarters. 

After further driving we join a staff 
group with the I! Corps commander ona 
hill overlooking terrain covered with 
large forests and clearings. A paratroop 
battalion of the 26th Airborne Brigade 
will soon make an airmobile assault 
which will demonstrate convintingly 
why mass parachute jumps have been 


Continued on page 88 
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ABOVE: CBS film crew shoots footage of 
SOF training Salvadoran soldiers. Photo: 


Steve Salisbury 

LEFT AND BELOW LEFT: SOF meets the 
press in San Salvador hotel room. Photos: 
John Metzger 

BELOW: SOF editor John Metzger on 
location in El Salvador, where SOF shot 
some film of its own. Photo: Fred Reed 
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SOF CENTRAL AMERICA 


SOF ON PARADE 


CBS Crew Tracks Brown’s A-Team 


by Fred Reed 


ELEVISION people at 

work are, well, amazing. 
I came here [San Salvador] to 
see what was afoot militarily. 
At the airport I ran into a 
group from Soldier of Fortune 
magazine, here to do 
free-lance medical and 
military training. A CBS crew 
was also here to do a story on 
the magazine. 

Soldier of Fortune has 
many reputations, most of 
them inaccurate, but its 
principal notoriety is that of 
being a journal for military 
adventurers. The staff 
regularly go to Afghanistan, 
Africa and other war zones 
and write about them. The 
magazine breathes an 
atmosphere of clandestine 
operations and death in the 
bushes that makes the staff 
sound incorrectly — I know 
them well — like a 
motorcycle gang. 

I tagged along with them, 
knowing they would have 
close contacts in the 
Salvadoran army. We shortly 
set out for the guerrilla 
country to the north, with me 
watching CBS watching 
Soldier of Fortune. 

The CBS crew were nice 
guys, old pros who had been 
to countless wars and 
countries. I’d guess without 
evidence that they were 
liberal, but not rabidly so. 
They did not strike me as the 
evil eastern press out to do a 
hatchet job. 

On the other hand, with the 
possible exception of the 
director, they seemed much 
like so many correspondents 
overseas: intelligent but not 
thoughtful, authorities on 
things they had seen but not 
on much else, given to quick 
judgments. 

Superficially the SOFers 
were a dozen men in their 30s 
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and 40s, dressed in 
camouflage fatigues and 
carrying pistols strapped to 
their waists. One had a 
MAC-10 submachine gun and 
a grenade. One was a 
competent armorer, two were 
doctors, several were trained 
paramedical technicians — 
former medics from Special 
Forces and such like. All of 
them were good at things the 
Salvadorans needed. They 
also looked silly at times, as 
civilians in military gear 
always do. 

Really knowing them not at 
all, CBS didn’t like them. 
The SOFers, most of whom 
knew exactly nothing of the 
press, reciprocated. I knew 
immediately how the TV guys 
would size them up. Their 
actual phrase, as I later heard 
it through someone else, was 
‘‘over-the-hill clowns trying 
to relive the glory days of 
Vietnam.”” 

On hearing this I thought, 
well, yes, sort of and well, 
no, sort of. Something about 
the phrase bothered me. Then 
it occurred to me that the 
group had been reduced to a 
one-sentence cliche, which is 
what television does to 
everything. CBS was getting 
the form, but not the 
substance. 

The crowd around SOF are 
in fact picaresque, maverick, 
intriguing, bright, looney and 
complicated — real lulus. 
One spent five years in the 
French Foreign Legion; this is 
the stuff of books. Bob 
Brown, the publisher, started 
the magazine on $10,000 and 
parlayed it into 200,000 
circulation and millions of 


dollars; anyone in New York 
can tell you this is impossible. 
Another was summa cum 
laude from Harvard Law, a 
polymath, sometimes 
described as the best 
13th-century mind in 
America. One is a 
professional dynamiter who 
looks like Daddy Warbucks. 
Like them or not, they are 
fabulous copy. 

CBS utterly missed this. 
They saw shapes in cammies, 
and didn’t notice that there 
were people inside. 

Mutual hostility came about 
partly, I think, because both 
groups in many respects were 
the same type of people: 
gutsy, big-egoed, and drawn 
to war zones. Each certainly 
regarded the other as wimps. 
But over-age warriors trying 
to live it all again? They were 
probably no older on average 
than the CBS guys, who were 
also driving through guerrilla 
country because it’s fun: They 
aren’t in Central America 
because they couldn’t get on 
with Burger Chef. 

Human motivations are 
rarely so simple as the cliches 
of television. The desire to 
relive the good times of one’s 
youth is probably universal, 
but most of these guys 
weren’t doing it. Some of the 
SOFers were there for 
political reasons, some to help 
the peasants from genuine 
charity, some because they 
are professional adventurers, 
some from boredom, most 
from combinations of 
motives. Not coincidentally, 
stomping around in cammies 
sells magazines. Mr. Brown 
sells a lot of magazines. 

None of the flavor of the 
group will make it onto the 
air, however, because CBS 
made no attempt to get to 
know most of those in it. For 


example, they always stayed 
at another hotel and showed 
up for rather distant and 
formal taping during the day. 
I understand this: It is wearing 
always to be forced into 
intimate contact with 
strangers, especially if you 
don’t like them. This explains 
in part why reporters always 
congregate in one hotel when 
abroad. Being with people 
like themselves becomes 
spiritually necessary for 
people constantly on the road. 
I usually do it myself, for the 
same reasons. 

But it doesn’t make for real 
knowledge of the people 
being covered. And so the 
SOFers will probably come 
across as cardboard cutouts, 
Cliche 37-A as amended: 
armed bikers in green 
fatigues. 

I will watch it and probably 
think, yeah, that’s what they 
look like, but not what they 
are like. Maybe a lot of what 
looks like bias in television is 
something else — an inability 
to get anything complicated, 
as for example people, across. 

Reprinted with permission, 
The Washington Times. 


Editor’s note: At press 
time, the episode of American 
Parade featuring the SOF A 
Team had not been shown and 
CBS had announced it had 
cancelled the new program, 
which featured Charles 
Kuralt. So we may never 
know how CBS viewed SOF. 


x 
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ERC stories are usually wild. But this 

is a war story with a moral. | hope 
you'll enjoy the tale for the story, and take 
the advice for its own sake. 

1 am a 44-year-old Ph.D. in Clinical 
Psychology, and taught statistics at a state 
university in Florida for five years. | also 
served with the 82nd Airborne Division, 
18th Airborne Corps and the 4th Infantry 
Division. I’ve soldiered from the Brown 
Boot Army at Ft. Bragg to Southeast Asia. 

I went to Nicaragua last year to see what 
was going on. In 24 hours I was locked up 
by the Sandinistas for taking pictures. My 
photos included barracks of Cuban troops 
and some of General Somoza’s former hold- 
ings that had been taken over by the Sandi- 
nistas. 

They were indeed the bad guys, so I went 
in search of the good guys in San Jose, 
Costa Rica. I hooked up with the the Demo- 
cratic Revolutionary Alliance (ARDE) and 
by August 1983, I was back inside Nicar- 
agua. 

I was in charge of reconnaissance and 
military intelligence gathering for Pastora. 
During this period, I helped plan the battle 
of El Castillo (see *‘ Assault on Nicaragua’s 
E! Castillo,’” SOF, April ’84). My specific 
responsibility for the El Castillo operation 
was recon and diversionary patrols before 
the attack, and harassment operations to 
delay pursuit. Pastora postponed the battle a 
half-dozen times, so I got bored. 

Transferred to a line camp known as Luna 
Roja — *‘Red Moon,”’ due south of the 
Sandinista battalion post of La Noca — I 
shared command of two missions and led 
two more. These were relatively small ac- 
tions: never more than 80 of us and God- 
only-knows how many of them. This series 
of ambushes along the San Juan River in- 
flicted personnel and materiel losses. The 
point was to disrupt river traffic. Our mis- 
sions were successful: We accomplished 
our objectives, and took no casualties on the 
ops I led. Two missions don’t prove any- 
thing, but I’m proud of not losing anyone. 

I got sick with malaria in November. 
Pastora says his was the only army in the 
world with no wounded, only dead. That’s 
because his people don’t do medevacs. 

I shot my way out of Nicaragua with a 
104-degree fever. After a day of running 
fire fights in Nicaragua, and two days on 
horseback in the Costa Rican jungle, we 
reached a road. A jeep picked me up and 
carried me back for treatment. 

While I was convalescing, Pastora and 
Alfonso Robello, head of the political sec- 
tion, publicly fell out. People deserted, re- 
signed and formed splinter groups trying to 
bridge the gap between Pastora’s Democra- 
tic Alliance and the more conservative FDN 
(Fuerza Democratica Nicaraguense). A fel- 
low suggested I investigate one of the splin- 
ter groups. M3 was headed by Alvaro 
Taboada, a former Sandinista ambassador. 
(Many of the Sandinistas’ worst enemies are 
disappointed former accomplices.) Com- 
posed of disaffected ARDE fighters, M3 
claims to have control of 400 men. That 
number cannot be substantiated, and they 
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SOF MERC UPDATE 


MERC RIP-OFF IN 
SURINAM 


Americans Caught Up in a War 


That Almost Was 


by Dr. John Photos by Ken Kelsch 


Our heroes: Boss (left, with Frankford 
Arsenal XM16) and Dr. John (right, with 
AR-180). 


can arm only 35 men at a time. 

Through a former associate of Pastora, 
Alejandro Gringo, I made preliminary con- 
tact and was supposed to join them for ‘‘spe- 
cial operations.”’ 

When | went home to get my strength 
back, a friend told me a Surinamese who 
had formerly worked in their Washington 
embassy wanted mercenaries. | told my 
friend to investigate. but returned to Costa 
Rica for the special operations planned with 
M3. 

After a week it was apparent that alleged 
friends in Virginia were not going to finance 
any sustained operations for M3, and Pas- 
tora had been intercepted on a radio broad- 
cast discussing the possibility of killing 
everyone in M3. Pastora wants it very clear 
that he is the leader of the southern Contras. 
M3 isn’t much of a threat, but they exist. 
That’s enough to anger Pastora. 

War doesn’t bother me. but fratricidal 
gang-fights I neither understand nor control 
aren't my idea of amusement or safety, so I 
returned to America in December ’83. 

I was contacted on my arrival, and my 
friend and I met Ed, a Hindustani- 
Surinamese who allegedly had been chief of 
security at the Surinamese embassy in 
Washington before Bouterse’s takeover in 

1980. I was shown a video tape purportedly 
produced by our friends at Langley. [t was a 


slick presentation documenting Bouterse’s 
seizure of power, the purges he had con- 
ducted, and a few of the coup attempts. The 
tape also described the Council for the Li- 
beration of Surinam, led by Dr. Henck Chin 
A Sen, former prime minister.and president 
of Surinam. 

I suspected Chin A Sen’s patriotic stance 
when I learned that one of his terms as 
president was during Bouterse’s reign, after 
the original revolution. He had been head of 
state both before and after a Marxist- 
dominated revolution, had fallen out with 
the dictator and then fled to Holland. 

E. Wijngaarde is listed as a member of 
the Council. He is supposedly wealthy: an 
entrepreneur and businessman. I was told 
later that he never attended meetings and 
never put one dollar into it. Evidently, he let 
them use his name. 

There was also a journalist named Fret 
Marte. | have it from several good sources 
that he once recruited some other American 
mercenaries and arranged to meet them 
somewhere — Florida, I believe — at their 
own expense. He stranded them. I under- 
stand he has resigned from the Council. 

Mohammed Nasrullah, an electrical en- 
gineer who was an executive with the Suri- 
nam telephone company, and Glenn Tjong 
A Kiet were also Council members. They 
were the two with whom I had quite a bit of 
face-to-face contact. 

My first meeting was with Ed. He 
showed me the tape and his maps, and 
brought out all his plans for a crossbow 


AUGUST 84 


attack on some roadblock. 
Ed was a typical fairyland mercenary. 
You know the type: never heard a shot fired 


in anger. Ed probably buys a/f the stuff . 


advertised in SOF. E/ Guerrillero Grande. 

He asked me to prepare logistical and 
operational plans, with price tags, that he 
could present to the Council, after which a 
meeting would be arranged with the mem- 
bers. 

So, in early January *84, | met with 
Mohammed Nasrullah and Glenn Tjong A 
Kiet at Ed’s house in the Washington sub- 
urbs. Also present were my friend who had 
contacted me and Ed’s neighbor, a Marine 
Vietnam veteran who had put Ed onto my 
friend. Unbeknownst to me at the time, Ed 
promised his neighbor and my Marine 
friend $5,000 each, plus $100 for every man 
| furnished for this operation. These are 
excessive sums, and a hell of a lot more than 
I was going to make out of the operation — 
$2,000 a month and $100 apiece for each 
fighter | recruited. 

This bounty offer was the first of the 
many lies these people told Americans dur- 
ing the organization of their comic-opera 
operation. 

Originally, I had been told that a force of 
400 was desired for my Plan A: the all-out 
assault on the capital, Paramaribo, which 
would get the whole thing over with. Of this 
400. I was to recruit 150. 

Myend of the deal was to provide Nicara- 
guan soldiers. They would not be mercenar- 
ies, since they would not be paid. M3 was 
going to receive a cash contribution per 
man. The equipment — all equipment, from 
web gear to mortars — would become the 
property of M3 and be transported, free, by 
private aircraft to Central America to be 
used against the Sandinistas. 

This would make everyone happy. except 
Bouterse and the Sandinistas. We were 
going to give Surinam back to the Suri- 
namese. and we were going to make M3 a 
viable operation without any help from 
Langley. 

By the time the first meeting with Glenn 
and Mohammed rolled around, I was told I 
would have to recruit the whole 400. All 


they could come up with were a dozen or so 
Surinamese guides and interpreters. 

Well, this was fine since M3 leadership 
had informed me that they would happily 
provide 300-400 men. The original plan had 
a price tag of roughly $1 million: a 200-man 
strike force and a 50-man reserve, and an 
airborne assault on Paramaribo. 

Simultaneous strikes against all of the 
strategic points in and around the capital 
city would isolate Ft. Zelandia, where the 
dictator lives. We would besiege Ft. Zelan- 
dia later, since Bouterse couldn't hurt our 
operation from inside the fort. Actually, it 
seemed like a nice place to trap him — then 
lie back with the 81s and turn the place into 
rubble. 

Fucking beautiful! We could film it and 
sell it to MGM. I can’t tell you the details, 
since somebody may pull this off, someday. 

Glenn and Mohammed took this plan to 
the Council in Holland. They called me. 
Things were great, but there were ques- 
tions. | was to wait. 

So on 18 January, Glenn met me in New 
York. Things looked bad. They could not 
raise that much money. Could we make 
plans with lower price tags? 

The original plan was rock-bottom. 
Cheaper operations would not win the coun- 
try. 

Still, | developed two more plans, imagi- 
natively named Plan B and Plan C. Plan B 
called for a 100-man invasion of Nickerie, 
the western coastal province of Surinam, 
and a protracted guerrilla war. Plan C called 
for a platoon-sized force composed of 
Nicaraguans, American Vietnam-veteran 
mercenaries and a half-dozen Surinamese 
with Belgian Army commando training. We 
would take Nieuw Nickerie, inflict max- 
imum damage, hope for maximum publicity 
and wait for contributions. If no help came, 
we would extract by sea, or by means of the 
Corantijn River, which forms the border 
with Guyana. 


The cast: (left to right) Boss, Joey, Soerind, 
Pedro, Dino, Roy, Romeo (political 
representative), Oort, Steve, Giap and Dr. 
John. 
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Glenn was delighted. He went back to 
Holland to report, and phoned with ques- 
tions which required a tp to Central Amer- 
ica. I ascertained that: Yes, the men were 
there; yes, there was a cainp; and, yes, 
equipment could be obtained from friends in 
Panama. 

While I was working this out with M3 I 
stopped at an American bar, where a fellow 
slid up next to me and told me that he and | 
needed to talk. Since San Jose is known as 
the city of gays and whores, I wondered 
what we had to talk about. 

He said he understood that I needed an 
airplane. He proceeded to tell me a good bit 
about myself, and what I was doing, and for 
whom | was doing it, and stated that he 
could help with all of this. He introduced me 
to another individual who stated that not 
only would the plane be furnished, but it 
would be furnished gratis, and that radios 
would be furnished as well. They asked for 
a shopping list of arms, and 24 hours later | 
was told that these too would be furnished. 

By this time I was thinking that | had no 
doubt made some important friends. And 
since one of the fellows I was talking to was 
a graduate of Virginia Military Institute, it 
did not require my Ph.D. to figure out who 
these friends might be and what outfit they 
might be from. 

The only catch — if there was a catch — 
was that the Surinamese had to buy some of 
the equipment. It seemed a modest con- 
tribution, since it was their country we were 
going to rescue for them. 

Feeling optimistic, I went back to the 
States and contacted the people in Holland. 
By this time | had been paid, month-by- 
month, for arranging details and coming up 
with plans for these folks. I was then told to 
come to Europe, where a ticket and hotel 
reservation were waiting — I would be con- 
tacted. So on 31 January 1984 I arrived at 
Luchthaven Airport in Brussels, went to my 
hotel and waited. 

The next day Glenn, Mohammed, a Suri- 
Namese expatriate businessman (known 
hereafter as Fat Man), and a physician 
friend of his showed up. Plans were ana- 
lyzed and evaluated, and Fat Man told me 
how he had been ripped off for $300,000 by 
a Belgian mercenary who was going to train 
Surinamese as soldiers and get them to re- 
capture Surinam. Everyone was very angry. 

Later I learned the real story: The sum 
was not $300,000, but 300,000 Dutch guil- 
ders: about $90,000. The Belgian had in- 
deed trained quite a few Surinamese, and 
not just basic training. He taught them how 
to jump out of airplanes. He probably 
eared his $90,000, saw these hamsters we- 
ren’t going to do anything and bowed out. 

This was another untruth they presented 
to me. Anyhow, the four of them left. I was 
to wait in Belgium. 

The next night I got aphone call. Fat Man 
did not trust Americans and therefore was 
not going to put up anything. This made my 
new-found friends very angry. After I made 
my report, | never heard from them again. 
Nor did they wish to hear from me again. 
When I returned to New York at the end of 
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my Surinamese misadventures, | tried to 
reestablish contact with my former friends. 
They wouldn’t even listen to my debrief. 

So I returned to America with about a 
week to go on the time I’d been paid for. | 
told them I wouldn’t give up, and that | 
would see if there was something else that 
might be done within their budget, even if it 
appeared to be $1.98. 

It was 2130 hours on a Saturday night, 
and my contract was going to run out at 
midnight. I got acall from Glenn. He was in 
Miami, and asked me how soon I could get 
there. I took a cab to Newark Airport and 
arrived in Miami about 0200 Sunday morn- 
ing. There I met with Glenn and a fellow 
named Roy Bottse. Roy had been a first 
lieutenant in the Surinamese and Dutch 
armies. 

(I later learned that he had been an intelli- 
gence officer for about 12 years. The Dutch, 
by the way, don’t want Bouterse over- 
thrown. I had already been told by our State 
Department that the Dutch Secret Service 
was actively protecting Bouterse. They may 
well have had a hand at putting him in — 
before they knew of Bouterse’s deal with 
the Cubans — they don’t want the boat 
rocked any more, and the whole mess may 
end up being the Dutch version of Water- 
gate.) 

Roy and Glenn informed me that two 
dozen Surinamese, most with prior military 
service, were at a camp in French Guiana. 
They wanted to hire me to train them and 
ultimately lead them into battle in Surinam, 
according to my Plan C. At this point ] had 
been advised by friends in Washington and 
other veterans to drop these people. 

But I decided to take the job for the worst 
reason in the world: I needed the money. 

So I agreed to continue my $2,000 a 
month and go to French Guiana to train 
these people. If they could arm them and a 
few little things like that, I would take them 
into battle . . . if they hired one other Amer- 
ican. 

After a few debacles in Nicaragua, where 
I was led into unnecessary danger by inex- 
perienced officers, 1 had promised my wife I 
would never again go into combat without at 
least another American. Also, I wanted to 
make sure that when I gave the order to fire, 
there would be at least two rifles fired. 

They agreed to that, and I returned to 
New York. I waited and waited — the 
hamsters could never deliver on time — and 
finally, a week later, they got together a 
plane ticket from New York to Martinique, 
laying over one night, and connecting from 
Martinique to French Guiana. | was to meet 
Glenn in Martinique, and we were to pro- 
ceed together to French Guiana, where we 
would meet Bottse and two dozen recruits. 

Well, when I got to Martinique — where 
I was supposed to be met with my week- 
overdue month’s pay in U.S. dollars — | 
was given half a month’s pay in Dutch guil- 
ders. 

When I went to the bank to change the 
guilders to dollars, I was arrested because 
the guilders had been stolen. 

This did not make me happy, because 
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French jails are unpleasant places. So I 
promptly told them where I got the guilders. 
They arrested Glenn. We were held for a 
few hours — long enough for us to miss our 
plane — and released. (We were either 
being warned by the French, or they really 
couldn’t find any incriminating connection 
between us and the alleged robbery.) This 
delay required a few more days of laying- 
over. 

In Martinique I began to inquire into the 
make-up of this Council and the general 
nature of the Surinamese population, both 
in the country and in exile in Holland. I 
found that there are 150,000 Surinamese 
living in Holland, most of whom went to 
live there before the communist revolution. 
They were economic refugees, like the Hai- 
tians here. Most of them took Dutch 
citizenship, which they were able to do as 
former colonial residents, and most of them 
were on welfare, which is quite high in 
Holland. 


ATLANTIC 
OCEAN 


Si. Lourent 
YF du Maroni 


FRENCH 
GUIANA 


CLAIMED BY 
SURINAM 


BRAZIL 


A great concern of these Council mem- 
bers was not to jeopardize their welfare. 

The Council was tolerated in Holland as 
long as it didn’t do anything. Members had 
been told that they would lose their welfare 
benefits and possibly be kicked out of Hol- 
land if anything happened. Well, this didn’t 
sound like the kind of motivation that 1 was 
used to in Nicaragua, especially with the 
Miskito Indian refugees. (Before | left Pas- 
tora’s organization, I was due for transfer to 
the staff of Hugo Spadafora, leader of the 
southern Miskito Contras, and I have spent 
much time in the Miskito camps.) 

But Surinam is not Nicaragua. Nicaragua 
has a history of violence and passion, and 
Surinam is kind of an artificial country. 
Most of the indigenous people were killed, 
of course, and successive waves of slaves 
and laborers have contributed to the present- 
day population: a combination of Negro, 
Hindustani, Javanese, Sumatran, Chinese, 
Korean and Dutch. 

Finally we got to Cayenne, French 
Guiana, where we were met by a couple of 
Surinamese, a former policeman and 


another fellow who describes himself as a 
hustler. He elaborated that he sold heroin 
and pimped out of a bar that he owned in 
Amsterdam. Of course, the idea of someone 
giving up a lucrative career like pushing and 
pimping and tending bar to come fight for 
his country impressed me greatly. What 
moral character! 

After arriving in Cayenne, I learned that 
there were no longer 24 Surinamese. There 
were now 10 Surinamese. The others got 
tired of waiting for anything to happen, and 
went back to Amsterdam and welfare. So 
there was no camp. 

The weapons I was promised proved to be 
two single-shot shotguns (a 16- and a 12- 
gauge) and two .22s (a pistol and a sawed- 
off rifle). 

Of this stuff successful revolutions and 
counter-revolutions are not made. 

They packed up one of the Surinamese 
expatriates and gave us his farm as training 
camp. They just threw everyone — the 
owner and the workers — out of their 
houses. The first night was spent listening to 
grown men giggle and telling stories all 
night, like 17-year-old recruits at Ft. Jack- 
son. 

At 0600, I fell out in full fatigues and web 
gear. Reveille was played by my old 
1911A1. That was just to let these people 
know that they were no longer pimps, drug 
dealers and welfare chiselers, and that if 
they wanted to take their country back they 
were going to act like soldiers. 

Bottse showed up a few days later, and 
together we arranged a training environ- 
ment. Because of the fruit trees everywhere, 
we christened HQ ‘‘Ft. Mango.”’ The re- 
cruits were enthusiastic. Only eight of them 
lasted out the first few days, but all were 
enthusiastic. They wanted their country 
back. 

Unfortunately, their enthusiasm was not 
equaled by logistical support from the 
Council. Money was always late, short and 
in the wrong currency, sO more money 
would be lost at the exchange. By the time 
the other American got down (weeks after 
he had been promised) I did have his money 
waiting for him, in American dollars: a ma- 
jor coup. 

Supplies of any kind simply did not exist. 
We hunted, foraged, scrounged and even 
raided a few gardens. Hunting trips added 
such exotic critters to our diet as anteater, 
boa constrictor, anaconda, flamingo and 
iguana. Surinamese can cook. Their cook- 
ing would make a Mexican beg for mercy. 
There must be a stronger word than ‘‘hot’’ 
for whatever Surinamese food is. 

The other American’s code name was 
Boss. He was a ’Nam vet, 10Ist Airborne 
LRRP trooper, and just about as crazy as 
you would expect an LRRP to be. One of the 
best moves that I ever made was having this 
fellow come along. 

I can’t describe supply channels, but — 
finally — some weapons appeared: uni- 
forms, web gear, packs, bayonets, compas- 
ses, boots and hats. I had a nice Armalite 
180, scoped, and an XM16 for Boss. Maybe 
we were going to war after all. After three 
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weeks of intensive night and day training, 
four of the eight were as close to combat- 
ready as they were ever going to get, given 
that they were all over 30. Meanwhile, I had 
made a reconnaissance into Surinam. 

There I was: dugout canoe, piranha- 
infested river, broiling sun over the malarial 
jungle, stinging plants and biting insects, 
armed, dangerous and alone. I scouted the 
town of Albina, right on the border across 
the Maroni River from St. Laurent du Maro- 
ni. I felt like I could have taken the town 
with my .45. 

It was Sunday afternoon: four military 
police at the port of entry, and 50 off-duty 
soldiers. I shot two rolls of film — landing 
sites and targets — and made my way back. 
Shortly after that, a couple of our spies were 
caught. Security was tightened, but not to 
any degree that would have hampered an 
operation in Albina. I had three plans for 
attacks from Ft. Mango. All three were can- 
celed at the last minute by the Council for 
the flimsiest of reasons. 

By then we had help — very secret help 
— from some French. [ must not divulge 
their collective or individual identities, but 
they were impressive. Langley might take a 
page from these folks’ book. Unfortunately, 
their government is Leftist, now, but these 
fine civil servants assured me they were 
Right no matter which way the government 
went. 

One of the things that these Frenchmen 
did was arrange a meeting between Dr. Chin 
A Sen and a minister of the French govern- 
ment. Later I was told that Chin A Sen had 
not handled himself well. He presented a list 
of demands rather than establishing rapport. 
Also, they said that the communist mem- 
bers of the French cabinet found out about 
our presence in French Guiana and deman- 
ded our expulsion. 

Now, let me recap. We had eight troops, 
two Americans and one politician at Ft. 
Mango. We had put them through a training 
cycle that involved physical training, obsta- 
cle courses, radio procedure, marks- 
manship, and care and cleaning of small 
arms (which is all we ever had, no mortars, 
no machine guns, no grenades, no plastic, 
nothing). We had done a lot of ambush/ 
counter-ambush practice, night field prob- 
lems, long hikes through jungle and swamp, 
crossing rivers and crossing major high- 
ways during the day. 

We had finally decided to take the four 
best men inside, raid and either retreat into 
French Guiana or coordinate with reinforce- 
ments in an attack on Albina. At the last 
minute Fat Man financed a half-dozen more 
warm bodies. They were all either veterans 
or had been trained by the Belgian I men- 
tioned earlier. I had little time to train them, 
but they knew what they were doing. They 
responded well. 

We were going to leave the new fellows 
with Bottse to finish their training while 
Boss, the four *‘commandos’”’ and [ went in. 
We would either meet them at Albina and 
coordinate an attack there or infiltrate back 
into French Guiana. 

This was also postponed by Council 
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order. 

Boss and I were wondering if these peo- 
ple really wanted a war. We knew some 
spies had been captured. We suspected 
Bottse of working for the French (he was 
actually working for the Dutch). We won- 
dered about the Council’s concern with 
keeping their welfare checks. 

To draw the line — and to vent our frus- 
tration — we offered to go in alone. The 
fucking two of us would start their god- 
damned war for them. This gesture was also 
refused. 

Our offer wasn’t quite mad. Based on my 
intelligence estimate, and some good leaks 
from American journalists, I figured the 
Surinamese Army could be taken by an 
“A” team. 


Roy, Dr. John and Chuck Di Caro (right) 
of CNN inspect obstacle course. 


But the Council didn’t want the Suri- 
namese Army taken by any means: They 
were interested in publicity, and the money 
drawn by publicity. The Council tried to 
pick my media contacts, because they 
wanted the word out that they were fighting 
to liberate their country, even if it weren’t 
true. Naturally, I wasn’t very happy with 
this. I was hardly prepared to wire Paris 
Match our plans for an invasion of Surinam 
from French territory. Still, they tried to 
persuade me to arrange publicity for them. 

Press might have done us some good if 
we could have gotten some coverage inside 
Surinam. That way support might have ral- 
lied, and the bad guys might have been 
frightened. But the dictator Bouterse con- 
trols the press completely. If he chose to 
ignore us, we could actually invade Suri- 
nam, and most of the Surinamese would 
never know the difference. [ decided to 
compromise. 

At the insistence of the Council I dusted 


off my Cable News Network (CNN) con-~ 


tacts. I had met some of their boys in Nicar- 
agua when I was fighting for Pastora. Chuck 
Di Caro, a 20th Special Forces Group reser- 
vist, and Ken Kelsch, a Special Forces Viet- 
nam veteran, had tried to do an interview 
and voiced an interest in newsworthy anti- 
communist activities. I sent them a message 


saying they would find news if they came 
my way. If they didn’t, NBC would be glad 
to do so. 

CNN came right down. 

First they went to Surinam to interview 
the dictator. That didn’t pan out, but they 
got good footage showing the repressive 
nature of the regime. They filmed in our 
camp for a couple of days. Ken had been an 
officer in Vietnam, and even he was im- 
pressed with our troops. The soldiers 
wanted to learn, and we had done our job. 

Those of you who saw the CNN film saw 
some French officials. Actually, they had 
no idea they were being filmed, and I’m 
sure they are embarrassed about it now. 
Kelsch left the camera running when he set 
it down on the hood of the car, generally 
pointed toward them. When I was detained 
later in Martinique, the French Secret Ser- 
vice was insistent that I convey their con- 
cem over this footage to CNN. I did, but 
CNN just howled. They were spoiling for a 
First Amendment Rights fight with the 
French government in a U.S. court. 

Release of the film report was supposed 
to coincide with our attack. Actually, CNN 
wanted to come in and film the assault, but I 
refused permission. It was going to be bad 
enough crawling, running and shooting in 
the green hell without video equipment. I 
couldn’t guarantee their safe return, so I 
sent them on their way. 

They went back to the States to await our 
invasion of Surinam. However, ona Thurs- 
day night we learned from our friends that 
the French gendarmes were going to raid us, 
close the camp, kick everyone out of the 
country and possibly press weapons- 
trafficking charges. We were also told that 
if the gendarmerie was afraid to go after us, 
the Foreign Legion — 20 klicks away — 
was not. 

That cinched it. French politics may 
vacillate, and French bureaucrats may give 
you a break here, or break you there, but if 
the Legion gets into it, your days of uncer- 
tainty are over. I had no desire to fight the 
Foreign Legion at all, nor did I have any 
desire to go to French jail again. 

I demar ded expense money for Boss and 
myself, and told the hamsters that we would 
check into a hotel and wait to hear from 
them. They could wait until this blew over, 
or until things got patched up in Europe, or 
until Hell froze over. We would wait until 
Monday. 

On Monday a couple of our French 
friends showed up and told me that Satur- 
day, 24 March 1984, the camp had been 
raided. Everyone had been deported to 
Curacao (the Dutch dependency), since 
most-of them had Dutch passports. They 
were going to be sent back to Holland. 

These fine Frenchmen protected us and 
on Monday, 26 March, shipped us out of the 
country. Boss was to fly from Cayenne to 
Martinique to Paris to Amsterdam, then 
back to America. My ticket took me to 
Martinique, connecting a few days later to 
New York. We left on the same plane: He 
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Spetznatz 


Suppressor 
Captured in 
Afghanistan 


Text & Photos by David C. Isby 


HEY arrived in Afghanistan at the end 

of 1980, after the first year of the war 
had shown the Soviets that their mecha- 
nized, combined-arms divisions were out of 
their element in the unforgiving mountains 
and deserts. The Afghans reported that they 
were lean, athletic soldiers, who fought not 
with tanks and armored personnel carriers, 
but from helicopters or on foot, often far 
from their bases. 

The Spetznatz had come to Afghanistan 
to give the Soviet 40th Army a greater capa- 
bility for fast, hard-hitting, commando-type 
operations than its airborne and motorized 
rifle divisions could provide. Spetznatz — 
the Soviet term means Special Operations 
Forces — cover their tracks well. Usually 
the only indications of their operations have 
been dead Afghans, ambushed guerrilla 
supply convoys, or artillery striking liber- 
ated villages. But Soldier of Fortune has 
found interesting evidence of one time when 
the battle did not go in their favor. 

This evidence is something that apparent- 
ly has never been seen before in the West: a 
silenced version of the AKM 7.62mm 
assault rifle. Karen McKay, executive 
director of the Committee for a Free Afgha- 
nistan, and I had been sent by Soldier of 
Fortune to the Area of Operations to look, 
among other things, for interesting hard- 
ware. Our shopping list was rather interest- 
ing in itself — body armor, the AKR assault 
rifle, bits of T-72 tanks (although the maga- 
zine would pay for shipping a whole one 
home if we could find it). 

The silencer was a find we had not been 
expecting. [have spent many years studying 
the Soviet military, and the first I knew of 
this silencer was when; as we sat cross- 
legged on the floor after eating dinner with 
some mujahideen, it was literally dropped 
into Karen's lap by a senior official of the 


70 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


SOF SILE 


National Islamic Front of Afghanistan 
(NIFA), one of the Peshawar-based groups 
fighting inside the country. We listened in- 
tently as the Afghans described how they 
had acquired this weapon and how it had 
been used. f 

The Soviets cannot do everything right, 
but they manage to do a good job on what is 
important to them: That is why they can 
produce the most accurate intercontinental 
ballistic missiles in the world but cannot 
make a decent toaster. We are pleased to be 
able to report that silencers apparently are 
considered, in the Soviet system of priori- 
ties, closer to toasters than missiles. 

Analysis of the silencer has shown it to be 
the inefficient application of outdated tech- 
nology. Silent killing with bullets — as 
opposed to poison gas.— appears not to 
have been a priority of Soviet weapons re- 
search and development. There is no evi- 
dence, however, that this level of interest 
will continue in the future. 

Rather, it may be that as this silencer 
shows its limitations in combat in Afghani- 
stan, and if the Soviets continue to increase 
their use of special operations forces there 
and elsewhere, they will develop and use a 
new type of silencer. Usually, in any area 
where the Soviets have found themselves 
falling behind the West, they will use *‘bor- 
rowed”’ Western technology to close the 
gap. A Soviet version of a more modern 
Western silencer may now be something to 
look for in Afghanistan. 

The silencer came off a 7.62mm AKM 
assault rifle which apparently had a slightly 
lengthened barrel and a screw thread at the 
muzzle to receive the silencer. When cap- 
tured, the rifle had a night sight mounted, 
but the Afghans had detached it and put it on 
a PKM general-purpose machine gun, 
which they thought was a better use for it. 


Assembled suppressor shows compact size, 
inappropriate to gas production of normal 
rifle round. 


Cyrillic lettering in serial/model number 
and source show Russian origin. 


Inside view of silencer’s rear nut shows 
elastomer wipe which limits gas escape, but 
ruins accuracy. 
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From the description of the sight we re- 
ceived from the Afghans, it could be either 
the standard Soviet NSP infrared device or 
an improved active version. 

Our source at the Interrand Corporation, 
one of the leading consultants on the use of 
silenced weapons, the first Western techni- 
cal expert to examine Soldier of Fortune’s 
prize Afghanistan find, said, ‘‘This is one of 
the worst silencers I’ve ever seen.’’ He con- 
siders it inferior not only to contemporary 
Western silencers, but to obsolescent ones. 
It is not even as effective as the wide variety 
of silencers for pistols and submachine guns 
used by the Chinese and North Koreans, or 
that used with the Czech-built Skorpion 
submachine gun. This device may be a 
WwWIl-vintage system, possibly intended 
for different weapons which used subsonic 
7.62x25mm pistol or 7.62x54mm rifle 
ammunition. 

The use of standard 7.62x39mm ball 
ammunition with this silencer is probably 
out of the question. The Afghans did not 
have any of the ammunition that was cap- 
tured with the silencer-equipped AKM — 
they had returned it all to its Soviet owners 
through the muzzle — but from their de- 
scriptions, it is probable that it normally 
fires a round with subsonic loads marked 
with a green band. This Afghan rumor is 
bolstered by intelligence-community re- 
ports that low-velocity black-green-coded 
ammunition has been found. Subsonic loads 
are used with many silencer-equipped 
weapons, and have their muzzle velocity 
reduced to avoid the normal bullet’s minia- 
ture sonic boom, so reducing weapon noise 
signature. With such a reduced-power 
round, the gas-operated Kalashnikov auto- 
matic would not be able to cycle. Therefore, 
all firing would have to be semiautomatic. 
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Simple and rugged, like most Soviet 
equipment, but it hardly works. 


Slotted round nuts lock baffle assembly to 
rods. 


All this leads to low lethality. The AKM 
in its standard form is not an accurate 
weapon, with normal dispersion of six to 
seven minutes of angle. Even if the rifle on 
which the silencer is mounted is improved 
and accurized and a scope is mounted, it is 
unlikely that even this figure of accuracy 
will be achieved, because as the round exits 
the muzzle and goes through the noise- 


a yeeegreeyt 
ta) 


es e*naesa ve @» # 4 8 ®@ 
ttededs dodeda dete deed 


Sad. 


wan Ladwgubededetyte’ 


suppressing rubber wipe adjacent to it, its 
trajectory will be disturbed. The round will 
leave the silencer wobbling. Maximum 
effective range is probably no greater than 
50 meters. In effectiveness and lethality, it 
is probably less effective than a pistol firing 
9mm Parabellum rounds and equipped with 
State-of-the-art Western silencers. 

The noise level on this weapon is likely to 
be considerable — again, louder than a si- 
lenced Western 9mm Parabellum weapon. 
Interrand estimates that the noise level of a 
standard AKM firing ball ammunition is 
160-165 decibels. Even with a brand-new 
silencer and subsonic ammunition, the 
noise level will probably be 155-160 de- 
cibels or, at a maximum, a noise reduction 
of 15-20 decibels over the standard AKM 
firing ball. Once the rubber wipe by the 
muzzle is shot away over the first 10 sub- 
sonic rounds, the reduction level will not 
exceed 10 decibels over the standard 
weapon. If ball ammunition is used by the 
silencer, a reduction of 5-10 decibels is the 
maximum one could hope for, and that 
would be reduced to less than a five-decibel 
reduction with five or less rounds. 

The Mark IIS ‘‘Silent Sten’’ submachine 
gun is still in widespread service with U.S. 
and NATO forces. This silenced version of 
the unsophisticated British-designed 9mm 
submachine gun dates back to WWII, but 
there are still probably more Mark IISs in 
the U.S. special-operations arsenal than any 
other silenced weapon. This silencer uses 
ball ammunition fired at a reduced velocity 
through a ported barrel. It is not the best 
silencer available, nor is it state of the art — 
but it is still, in Interrand’s opinion, an order 
of magnitude better than the Soviet silencer. 
A Silent Sten has a noise signature of 125- 
Continued on page 92 
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‘*! remember the 
funny stuff — 


the unbelievable 
humor of war.’’ 


by Jim Coyne 


HE life of a doorgunner on a helicopter gunship 

in Vietnam was like that of a fireman at a forest 
fire: It was either ‘‘stand by” or ‘‘scramble.”” When 
contact was made and fighting flared up, we would 
hose it down. 

Immediately after jump school, in March 1966, I 
was assigned to the 101st Airborne Division, RVN. In 
retrospect, | suppose I had illusions about what I 
would be doing once | got to Vietnam. I had a 
light-weapons infantry-airborne MOS (11B2P), and 
an expert’s qualification with the M60 machine gun 
— I was sure I'd be humping up and down hills 
carrying it. My illusions were to be shattered in 
Vietnam. 

When | arrived at Tan Son Nhut, in May 1966, 
and stepped from the dark, cool, air-conditioned 
interior of the chartered Pan American Boeing 707 
into the bright, humid air of Vietnam, my glasses 
fogged up — and | knew things were going to be 
different from what I'd expected. 

At Camp Alpha, in Saigon, as | was being routinely 
processed forward, the clerk hesitated and asked me 
if | wanted to volunteer as a doorgunner on a 
helicopter gunship, 

I said, ‘‘Sure.” 

He said, ‘‘Great,” and began filling in forms. 
“Doorgunners only seem to last for three months.” 
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“What the hell,” I said. “At least I won’t be 
walking.” 

I was assigned to the 174th Helicopter Assault 
Company, 52nd Aviation Battalion, MACV. (This was 
before the formation of the 1st Aviation Brigade; the 
174th would later become part of the 14th Avn. 
Bn./1st Ave. Bde.) For the next 18 months I would 
be in combat air operations almost daily with “shark 
flight,” the gunship platoon. 

I had never been in a helicopter before. No one 
cared. | had the mandatory airborne-infantry MOS, 
and the desire to see combat; they would take care of 
the rest. They did. 

Two grinning warrant officers told me to buckle 
myself into the open right door of a brand-new ‘“‘C”. 
model gunship — the newest, fastest helicopter the 
Army had: We were going for a ride. The crew chief, 
not at all happy, told me dispassionately to piss now, 
because he wasn’t going to clean it up later. I looked 
at him as if he were from Mars. 

Well, we did high-G banks, gun-run divés, tight 
360-degree turns, auto-rotations, low-altitude 
flare-outs and nap-of-the-earth approaches; 
everything but loop-the-loops. I loved it. Contour 
flying was like riding in an aerial motorcycle, wind 
whipping through the doors, leaning out into the 
slipstream. | was hooked. They saw me grinning and 
gave me ‘‘thumbs up.’”’ Below us, Vietnam rushed by 
in a green blur. 

I was assigned to a “‘ship,”’ and issued an M60 
machine gun to hang in the door. | learned quickly. It 
was no longer feasible to fire only a two- or 
three-round burst, as | had been taught; bursts were 
now 100 rounds, all tracer. Aiming was done behind 
the target and, due to optical illusion, bursts seemed 
to “curve.” 
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Traditionally, the newest member of the platoon 
drew the Aerial Rocket Artillery (ARA) ship and, with 
it, the responsibility of maintaining the beast’s 48 
2.75-inch rockets, slung 24 to a side. We called it the 
“hog.”’ It was an apt, but not affectionate, name. 
Primarily, it was the hog’s chore to prep an LZ prior 
to the arrival of the troop-carrying slicks, while the 
other seven gunships of the platoon — armed with 
7.62 flex-guns (later mini-guns), 40mm grenade 
launchers and 14 rockets each — covered us with 
“daisychains’’ on each side. One run, 48 rockets: 
whoosh, gone. 

We learmed quickly to hate the hog. On one 
Combat Assault (CA) we would expend over half the 
combined rockets of the entire platoon! Then we 
would retum, rearm and refuel, and do it again. It 
soon became apparent, to even the dullest among us, 
that we were going to spend half our time being shot 
at, and the other half sweating and breaking down 
rockets. After a few hot LZs we would be up most of 
the night ‘feeding the hog.” 

We replaced the hog. I helped influence that 
decision by stitching two or three rounds into the 
cumbersome rocket tubes on a particularly exciting 
exchange of fire with the ground. 

We were issued one of the first 7.62 General 
Electric mini-gun systems and two rocket pods of 
seven rockets each. We thought this was a better idea 
and a step in the right direction. But now, instead of 
breaking down rockets, we found ourselves breaking 
down 7.62 ammo. The combined rate of fire of both 
mini-guns was 8,000 rounds per minute! The 
5,000-round feed trays emptied faster than anyone 
thought possible. 
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Think about it: 40 ammo crates per minute! It 
didn’t even sound like a machine gun; it sounded like 
a banshee chainsaw. 

On a 140-knot gun run, a ball of flame two feet in 
diameter leaped from the barrels. No one had ever 
seen anything like it. The effect on the target was 
awesome; a three-second burst covered every square 
foot of a swath 100 meters long. We spent a lot of 
time breaking down and linking up ammo. We also 
spent a lot of time using it. 

We returned from an exceptionally vicious fire fight 
west of Khann Dong, 20-minute fuel-warning light 
on, skimming fast and low over the lush coastal rice 
fields toward the air strip at Nha Trang. No one said 
much. The memories were fresh: the shattered ARVN 
convoy skewed every which way in the chaos of the 
ambush; the splintered windshields and bullet-pocked 
vehicles; the deuce-and-a-half full of corpses; the 
greasy black smoke boiling up from the road; the 
twisted wreckage of the Air Force FAC shot down 
earlier in the day, hanging in the trees. 

We knew we had been hit; we just didn’t know 
where. We had drawn automatic-weapons fire on 
every gun run; on the last run we picked up a 1:1 
vibration, broke contact and streaked toward home. 

“T think it’s in the main rotor,” the crew chief said 
over the intercom. We had taken hits there before, 
no big deal — a little vibration, then a two-day rest 
while the maintenance company replaced and 
“tracked”’ the blade. Still, no one said much. ; 

We could still hear the fire fight over the company “OK, OK, I see you. Dust off, pop smoke, pop 
radio net, crackling like a bad dream in the distance: smoke.” The searing sound of men screaming. 

Ahead, Nha Trang glinted peacefully, a jewel set in 
the azure crescent of the South China Sea, warmed 
by the hot tropical afternoon sun; five klicks and 
coming up fast. 

A helicopter doesn’t need a tail rotor above a 
certain speed. In a “charlie model,” as I recall, it was 
10 knots. Below that speed, there isn’t sufficient air 
flow to keep the fuselage parallel to the line of flight, 
and the pedals controlling tail rotor pitch are required. 

Without the tail rotor, below 70 knots, the tail tries to 
catch up with the torque of the main rotor. * 

As we approached the perimeter of the airfield at 
Nha Trang, flat-out on-the-deck, nose down and 
cooking, the pilot began to rein it in, flaring just short 
of the 5th Special Forces Compound. 

Then, two things happened: We ran out of altitude 
and luck simultaneously. The tail of the helicopter 
slipped out from under us, spinning us to the right, 
out of control. We knew instantly what was 
happening: We had no tail rotor — we were going in, 
hard. Just as quickly, the main rotor struck the 
ground, flipped the helicopter over and slammed us 
into the moist, damp earth of a drained rice paddy. 

The sequence of events seems, in memory, to have 
lasted all day, but was, in reality, compressed into a 
few seconds. One moment we were flying; then, as if 
there’d been an explosion, we were inverted, 
motionless on the ground, hanging upside down from 
our seatbelts, looking at each other. 

We had almost no fuel remaining when we hit — 
there was no fire. Nevertheless, after | determined | 
was alive, after everything stopped moving and after 
the last echo of the crash reverberated through my 
brain, fire was all I could think of. 

The copilot, dangling upside down from his 
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harness, yelled, “Is everybody OK?” 

A weak chorus: “I’m OK,”’ from the pilot, crew 
chief and myself followed, all of us still trying to orient 
ourselves. 

“_et’s get the fuck out of here!’’ the pilot yelled. 
Then he released his seatbelt, fell, and knocked 
himself unconscious. As we dragged him from the 
wreckage, we were all laughing. Men ran toward us 
from the Special Forces Compound and stared at us 
as if we were survivors of some drunken insanity. We 
were alive. 

I remember the funny stuff — the unbelievable 
humor of war. I suppose, to the uninitiated, it sounds 
macabre. I could never explain it — those who were 
there, in the thick of it, know; others may think what 
they like. There were days it seemed like a comedy. 

We followed the war like migrant laborers, north to 
I Corps, to a desolate coastal wasteland near the 
small village of Duc Pho. A battalion of the 101st was 
holding the base of a modest hill nearby, waiting. The 
plan was to occupy the hill, establish a base camp, 
secure the coastal area and the trails leading up into 
the highlands and, from there, mount sustained 
operations in support of Special Forces efforts at Gia 
Vuc. 

The hill was no problem. An all-day sweep found 
little evidence that anyone occupied it, or ever had — 
only a few old holes. An observation post with a clear 
view of the surrounding area and a 106mm recoilless 
rifle were placed on top. Then everybody came down 
and began building a perforated-steel-planking (PSP) 
runway, capable of receiving C-130s for the 
reinforcements soon due to arrive. 
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A 175mm “Long Tom” artillery battery came by 
sea, disembarking from LSTs on the beach, followed 
closely by a 155 battery for close work. Soon there 
was a runway, another battalion of infantry, our 
complete helicopter company (25 helicopters), an 
OH-13 company, a control tower, Tactical Air 
Control Center (TACC), a field hospital, graves 
registration, elements of the 11th Armored Cavalry 
and the 196th Infantry Brigade. That’s when Uncle 
Charlie made his debut. I guess he had had enough. 

We stood in the noon chow line, waiting to eat, 
while the bustle of the camp droned around us. 
CRACH! The cook said, “‘Shit.’’ A neat hole, the size 
of an AK round, appeared in the side of the large 
stainless-steel vat used for dispensing ice-cold 
Kool-Aid®. A large puddle formed around the prone 
figures of those who were quick enough to get down. 
We stared up at the hill. 

Gunships scrambled into the air, orbiting 
menacingly around the slope. A half hour went by, 
and everyone went back to work. There were no 
more shots that day, and that became the pattern: 
One shot a day, usually during the afternoon, never 
hitting anyone. There were a few half-hearted efforts 
at sweeping the hill again, but no one found 
anything; besides, if we found him, they might 
replace Uncle Charlie with someone who could shoot 
(my own feeling was that he was an excellent shot). 

Uncle Charlie became routine — a way to mark 
time. There were days when the foolish and the 
brave sat on top of the bunkers, watching the hill and 
the camp, betting where he would place the next 
shot. 

WHAP! The double rear tires of a 6x6 deflated 
with a hiss. Everybody cheered — everyone except 
the humorless truck driver, who struggled and cursed 
for the next four hours; jacked up the truck, removed 
the tires, patched the holes, replaced the tires, jacked 
down the truck, opened a well-deserved beer and 
watched, in sweating disbelief, as Uncle Charlie 
deviated, just that once, from his normal pattern, and 
ripped another round through the tires. Uncle Charlie 
had a sense of humor. ® 
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WITH A CONTRA 


Continued from page 47 


is why the press has not understood our fight. 

The Sandinistas were urban guerrillas. They 
were trained in the mountains but they succeeded 
in 1978 and 1979 when they moved to the cities 
and used urban-guerrilla tactics. The Sandinista 
tactics were based on taking hostages, robbing 
banks, hiding in safe houses and attacking at 
night. They infiltrated families that had doubts 
about how they lived and took the children of 
those families and penetrated the middle class and 
upper middle class. 

Urban guerrillas are trained to be ruthless, 
cruel and suicidal. 

The first act of the Sandinistas was to take the 
house of an important person in Nicaragua and 
hold 25 hostages. They exchanged the hostages 
for money, a plane, and newspaper, radio and TV 
coverage of their socialist manifesto for three 
days. 

They did the same when Pastora [Eden Pas- 
tora, Comandante Zero, the famous Sandinista 
hero-turned-Contra-leader of the Costa Rican- 
based Democratic Revolutionary Alliance 
(ARDE) guerrillas] stormed the national palace. 
The Sandinistas exchanged the hostages he cap- 
tured for Tomas Borge and others, a million dol- 
lars, a plane to go to Panama and Cuba, and the 
means to get their manifesto before the people. 

I like this analogy because that is what they 
have been doing, going from a small house to a 
bigger house. : 

Then they took a town. When the communists 
take a town, it’s not that the people join them: 
They force the people to join them. The people 
become the hostages of the communists. [ re- 
member people [Sandinistas] telling me in 1978 
when they went into a town they gave the people 
shotguns and the communists stood behind them. 
They always put the people in front. When the 
Guardia Nacional came, the Sandinistas dis- 
appeared. 

The point that I’m making is that the Sandinista 
model (the one the press understands) is different 
from ours. We are not terrorists. We don’t rob 
banks, we don’t kidnap, we don’t kill hostages 
and we don’t assassinate. 

We are a rural campesino revolution and, in 
that sense, I am proud of the FDN. 

The Sandinistas were urban guerrillas who fil- 
led the power vacuum created when the United 
States and the Organization of American States 
(OAS) made Somoza leave. The FSLN was the 
only organized force, so they took power. 

Our revolution is the opposite. It’s a true re- 
volution of fighters who have to get rid of these 
Sandinista Marxist-Leninist imitators of Castro. 

And our revolution will come about from the 
mountains to the cities. 

SOF: There have been several attempts in 
1983 to bring together the various anti- 
Sandinista factions — the FDN in Honduras, 
the MISURA (Miskito, Suma and Rama Indi- 
ans) in Honduras, UDN-FARN (led by Fer- 
nando ‘‘El Negro’’ Chamorro) in Honduras, 
the Miskitos in Costa Rica and ARDE in Costa 
Rica. How is it going? 

CHAMORRO: Our differences are not ideolo- 
gical, especially with MISURA and UDN- 
FARN, and even with the others, I do not see a 
major ideological difference. It’s more of a perso- 
nality difference. Some are reluctant to join with 
people who were associated with the Sandinistas 
and Castro, and some are reluctant to join with 
people who were supposed to have been associ- 
ated with the Guardia Nacional. 

That is our mutual distrust. 
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Militaries the world over. 


SOF: But you have good relations with Mis- 
kitos? 

CHAMORRO: Yes, and with Femando ‘El 
Negro’’ Chamorro, who has a small force. They 
are the only other groups that are really fighting. 
Recently, the Miskitos have been doing some 
good fighting in northeast Nicaragua. They are 
also politically important and they have good 
press. They have an ear in Europe and many 
sympathizers. 

SOF: One of our writers visited ‘‘El Negro’’ 
Chamorro in Costa Rica in late 1982 [see 
“SOF Visits Contra Camp in Central Amer- 
ica,’’ August ’83, p. 50]. 

CHAMORRO: Then Chamorro moved his op- 
eration here to Honduras after some sort of falling 
out with Pastora. He has a small force but he has 
more political power because of what he repre- 
sents, what he symbolizes. [*‘E] Negro’’ Cha- 
morro is directly related to Nicaragua's powerful 
Chamorro publishing family; Edgar Chamorro is 
not.] 

But the only group that has 8,000 fighting men 
is the FDN. (Editor’s note: At press time, esti- 
mates of FDN strength ranged from 12,000 to 
18,000.] 

The press keeps asking me, “Why haven’t you 
accomplished more with those 8,000 men?’’ 
They have trouble understanding that we are 
fighting a force that is 10 times larger than ours. 
They use massive units against us. Where we 
have forces of 50 to 60 men, sometimes 150, they 
will send three battalions. 

They mobilize men very well. They have heli- 
copters, good roads and trucks. We have des- 
troyed hundreds of their trucks. 

We estimate conservatively that we have killed 
around 1,000 Sandinistas and wounded over 
4,000. | believe they have been hurt militarily. 
SOF: Have you taken any Sandinista prisoners 
and, if so, what do you do with them? 
CHAMORRO: We release them. 

When our soldiers talk with the prisoners there 
is a great face-to-face sincerity, an impressive, 
honest exchange. The POWs say, ‘‘You really 
want to kill me and I want to kill you? Why? You 
are Nicaraguan; you are also a peasant and you 
are not the beast the Sandinistas told us you 
were.”’ 

And we have had experiences of communica- 
tion from trench-to-trench, hill-to-hill shouting. 
On occasion, they have let us go by without 
shooting. But they have told us that behind them 
or near us there was an elite group that were not 
like them so we shouldn’t make noise. 

SOF: Have you had any POWs ask to join the 
FDN? 

CHAMORRO: Always. Almost all of them join 
after a few hours when they realize we are campe- 
sinos, just like them, not Somozistas or CIA 
lackeys like the Sandinistas have told them. 
SOF: What are the Sandinistas doing with 
Contra prisoners? 

CHAMORRO: We are told they have been kil- 
led. The Sandinistas say they escaped, have been 
wounded and died. [ don’t believe that because 
we have gotten men from the mountains and 
brought them to the clinics 20 days later where 
they have been saved. We have been training 
paramedics and now we have them in the field. 
SOF: How is the morale of the FDN soldiers? 
CHAMORRO: The paramedics have been good 
for the morale of the men and it has improved 
since we have been dropping supplies by C-47. 
Many campesinos think that means we have 
friends, powerful friends, and that we have the 
power to bring good things. 

If you compare — and the campesinos do — 
our boots, our uniforms, our backpacks, our 
equipment, the way our men dress with the Sandi- 
nistas, we impress the people. They prefer the 
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men who look good with all the gear and equip- 
ment. 

SOF: The better-looking soldier. 
CHAMORRO: Yes. It conveys discipline, order 
and ... something else. 

We have equipment that we recovered from the 
Sandinistas, like their AK-47s, most of which are 
in bad shape. They do not have backpacks at all, 
only small bags. And the quality of their clothing 
is bad. 

They carry plenty of ammunition and they have 
mobility. Those [factors] are against us — and the 
number of men. 

But you should also know that our men know 
the terrain and have the support of the people — 
with the exception of cities like Managua, Leon 
or Granada, which the Sandinistas control. 
Perhaps we have partial support there. They 
might admire us, but they can’t show it. But in 
other areas, we do have great support. They give 
us food, information and their houses. We can 
send men from place to place via a chain. Some- 
body takes you three miles or five miles, and then 
another takes over, and another .,.. 

SOF: Are the Sandinistas using planes against 
your troops? 

CHAMORRO: They have not used many 
planes. On one occasion they used four planes 
against us, and when we downed two planes near 
Jinotega [in northwest Nicaragua], they sent 11 
planes out against us. 

SOF: I am surprised the Sandinistas are not 
using more aircraft. Is it because of the terrain 
and cover? 

CHAMORRO: They don’t have enough pilots. 
We believe that some of their pilots are for- 
eigners. We haven't been able to prove that, but 
we are almost certain the helicopter pilots are not 
Nicaraguan. 

SOF: Cubans? 

CHAMORRO: Cubans — or they could be from 
any communist country. That is important be- 
cause we have never fought with foreigners. Our 
men are only Nicaraguan. 

We have trainers, but they are Nicaraguan 
trainers. We have never had American trainers. 
We have many Nicaraguans who were trained in 
military schools, or have taken courses with the 
Special Forces, or have been to Ft.. Benning, Ft. 
Knox or Ft. Bragg, and speak fluent English. | 
tell the press, which sometimes believes we have 
American trainers, that we don't. We do receive 
American aid. That reporting is correct. But that 
is not the same as saying that we have Americans 
fighting for us or giving us training. 

SOF: In your first raids into Nicaragua the 
best known of your column or battalion com- 
manders was Comandante Suicide. What has 
happened to him? (Comandante Suicide was a 
former Guardia Nacional NCO who was re- 
ported to be in disgrace and confined in late 
1983 by the FDN.] 

CHAMORRO: After the Sandinistas killed his 
wife in a road ambush at La Negra [on the Hon- 
duran-Nicaraguan border], he became a different 
person. She was very important to him. She 
served as his entire staff: She handled logistics, 
public relations, training, everything. 

He started acting in a way we would cali very 
independent, from planning to tactics. 1 would 
describe him as a truly courageous person, but he 
did not want to work in a group, following in- 
structions. He did not want to fight an unconven- 
tional war; he wanted a conventional war. And 
many men followed him — he was so brave. 
Later he had some discipline problems and finally 
he was restricted. He still is restricted. 

SOF: But is he still here in Honduras? 
CHAMORRO: I don’t know where he is. His 
men have been incorporated into other forces. 
SOF: Eden Pastora launched a number of 
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rather spectacular aerial attacks against the 
Sandinistas in late 1983, using planes which 
were subsequently traced to the CIA. Yet Pas- 
tora has always claimed one of the reasons he 
would not join with the FDN was because it 
was receiving aid from the CIA. 
CHAMORRO: You should read again the first 
story about Pastora (Newsweek, 8 November 
1982) in which he spoke against the FSLN. He is 
quoted as saying exactly what you just said and he 
has said that all along. 

My theory is quite the opposite: Pastora is the 
favorite [of the CIA] for political reasons. So he is 
the cover of the cover, no? Eden Pastora is well- 
protected, well-financed and he has a license to 
kill. 

He has attacked the hand that feeds him? That 
gives him credibility. 

SOF: Do you think he’s actually doing the 
fighting he claims to be doing in southern 
Nicaragua? 

CHAMORRO: No, but I hear he has done some 
good political work and it is important to de- 
nounce the Sandinista regime. He can do that. He 
has credibility. [Pastora was the most widely 
known of the Sandinista comandantes and is still 
immensely popular in Nicaragua.] 

He has also been effective in emphasizing the 
presence of foreign communists in Nicaragua — 
soldiers from Cuba, Brazil and other places. That 
is one of the main contentions he made when he 
left. He also pointed out the corruption of the 
Sandinista regime. 

{Editor’s note: This interview took place be- 
fore Pastora scored his first major military victory 
by taking, temporarily, the Sandinista-garrisoned 
town of San Juan del Norte in April ‘84. After a 
few days the Sandinistas counterattacked with 
hundreds of men, planes and helicopters, By the 
time they had recaptured the town, however, 
Pastora’s men had retreated safely back into the 

jungle.] 

What I don’t like about him is he wants to be 
everybody’s man. For instance, if he’s talking to 
Nixon, he will say something good [about Nix- 
on). 

So he’s like a person withaut an ideology. That 
makes me a bit uneasy and that’s why we have not: 
worked with him. 

We tried, when he left Nicaragua in April 
1982. We were very glad and invited him to join 
us. It was a good idea. He had charisma, popular- 
ity, youth, sex appeal and he was known interna- 
tionally. 

We would like him to do well — and we wish 
him well — but he has been troubling with his 
Somozista accusation. It’s not correct. Somoza 
was not an ideology. He was just an individual 
who was very greedy and wanted everything. The 
men fighting with us, they hate Somoza. If they 
had seen Somoza, they would have killed him. 
They [the FDN’s former Guardia Nacional 
troops] were loyal to the president and govemn- 
ment of Nicaragua. But they were not for Somoza 
as a person. 

SOF: I find it curious that no one has really 
taken credit for assassinating Somoza on 17 
September ’81 in Asuncion, Paraguay. 
CHAMORRO: Well, the Sandinistas say they 
know the people who did it, Paraguayan com- 
munists led by ‘‘Captain Santiago,’’ supposedly 
a communist internationalist. The communists 
work through a network of international terror- 
ists. In Managua, they have the ETA Basques 
from Spain, the PLO and guerrillas from all of 
Central and South America. (But there is no firm 
evidence as to who actually killed Somoza or who 
“Captain Santiago”’ is — if he exists.] 

SOF: Journalists who have traveled in Nicar- 
agua have reported that internal dissent, pri- 
marily from the Catholic church and the mid- 
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dle class, is growing. Do you have any contacts 
with these groups inside Nicaragua? 
CHAMORRO: We have very good contact with 
them. But we don’t want to appear to be using the 
church as a tool. But we were glad to hear that the 
church criticized the military draft and recom- 
mended that Nicaraguans use the conscientious- 
objector argument against the Sandinistas. 
SOF: Going back to Pastora, or actually to the 
image he presents, I’ve wondered why the 
FDN has not tried to build up the image of its 
commanders more? 

CHAMORRO: We’ ve started to do that with one 
called ‘‘Mike Lima,’’ who is well-known in 
Nicaragua, and with ‘‘Pontegria’’ and ‘‘Max."’ 
Their names are legends in the north, in the 
mountains. And they have many followers. 

I have invited the press to meet these men, but 
the main problem with the American press is 
they’re interested only in finding out what’s 
wrong or where is the CIA’s hand or who is 
behind us and how they can prove it. They are not 
interested in why we are fighting or what good we 
are doing. They come to write to a special audi- 
ence or to prove a point to their editor. 

SOF: As if they had their minds made up? 
CHANORRO: Yes, they just come to look for 
the evidence. Where the tax dollars are going and 
how much money is spent. To give an argument 
for some senator to strike, to embarrass some- 
body in the administration or to ruin the career of 
somebody. The information they want is more for 
infighting than for analyzing what is going on in 
this part of the world. 

They are not really interested in this new phe- 
nomenon of anti-Marxist guerrillas in Afghan- 
istan, Angola and Nicaragua fighting communist 
imperialism. They [the USSR and Cuba] have 
become imperialistic: They have soldiers spread 
all over the world and are taking the human and 
material resources from countries like Nicaragua. 

I guess that’s a typical American thing, to be 
anti-establishment. The press come from Amer- 
ica but they are only interested in criticizing 
America. They are very un-American. 

SOF: Editor/Publisher Robert K. Brown and I 
witnessed some of that attitude in Grenada 
while we were covering the liberation. [See 
“The Grenada Papers,’’ SOF, February ’84.] 
Some of the journalists there, including some 
Americans, appeared almost annoyed when 
they discovered the Grenadians were over- 
whelmingly in favor of the operation and 
viewed it is a liberation, not an invasion. 

CHAMORRO: The communists and Sandinis- 
tas have been skillful in making some American 
intellectuals and church people, whom they have 
invited to Nicaragua, believe the Nicaraguan peo- 
ple hate America. That is nonsense. The Amer- 
ican people were never hated in Nicaragua. 

Hate America because of Somoza? No. Somo- 
za became very strong in great part due to the 
circumstances of World War II. If you analyze all 
the Central American dictators — Somoza, Batis- 
ta in Cuba, Jimenez and later Trujillo in the 
Dominican Republic — they were in great part 
consequences of WWII. The United States 
needed stable countries during and after WWII, 
and many of the dictators became rich as a result 
of the war, such as Somoza who became rich by 
confiscating Germans’ property. That was the 
beginning of his financial empire. 

So the dictators are, in a sense, not the policy of 
the United States but the consequences of that 
war. After the war, these dictators abused their 
power and tried to steal everything, but it was 
difficult for the United States to tum on them 
because of what they had done during the war. 

But the Nicaraguan people never hated Amer- 
ica for that. [President John F.] Kennedy was 
well-liked just 20 years ago — and that is not such 
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a long time. And we have many streets named 
after American presidents and places. 

All of the rewriting of history the Marxists 
have done in Nicaragua is completely false; it is 
not historically true. For instance, they claim 
Nicaragua has been a country invaded and occu- 
pied by the Marines 16 times. I don’t know how 
they count that. We have never been occupied by 
Marines 16 times. You could count three or four 
occasions and then the Marines came as 
peacekeeping forces because Nicaragua had 
permanent police troubles and bandits in the 
mountains. And the first two times, just before 
World War I, they came to protect us from the 
British and Germans, who had fleets off Nicar- 
agua’s coast. 

America is not an imperial empire as the Sandi- 
nistas claim. 

SOF: You said earlier that your columns oper- 
ate as deeply as 200 kilometers inside Nicar- 
agua? 

CHAMORRO: We are trying to go much furth- 
er. We have mules now and that has helped our 
men, 

I heard in Grenada your men went in with 150 
rounds of ammunition. Our men go with 500, 
sometimes 800 or 1,000. It’s almost impossible 
to walk with that much ammunition; I’ve tried, 
but these men are strong and they do it. 

When they cross over, we try to get them to 
take books — FDN documents on the organiza- 
tion and its purpose, a guide book for the soldiers 
outlining the ideological basis of the FDN and the 
FDN newspaper — to give to the people, but the 
men say they weigh too much: “‘It’s bullets that 
count, not psychological preparation.” 

Logistics is our main weakness. 

SOF: But you have some helicopters and 
planes now? 

CHAMORRO: A few. In one recent attack, our 
men had to march for 25 hours, with just a few 
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breaks, to attack a town. They were discovered 
just before they were ready to launch the attack 
and were fired on. But they were so tired, they 
couldn’t fight back effectively. It [the Contras’ 
basic combat load] is too heavy. We need to drop 
more supplies by C-47 or insert the men by heli- 
copters. 

Our men are not afraid to fight the Sandinistas 
— especially after we hit the oil system, reducing 
their mobility and numbers advantage. After that, 
our men had much better morale. 

SOF: What about the morale of the Sandinis- 
tas? 

CHAMORRO: We have better morale than they 
do, but they do have among their young people 
many fanatics. Sadly, they have been able to 
brainwash many young men — some 16-, 15-, 
14-, even 13- or 12-year-olds — to go into battle 
with little training and no facts. And many of 
them die with great heroics. They die like people 
looking to be martyrs. 

They have been brainwashed very effectively. 
Maybe: you have noticed in Managua or read 
about all the posters of the dead, all the heroes of 
the Sandinistas. They’re famous, these dead 
heroes of the revolution, and cities are named 
after them. The Sandinistas have created a cult — 
a subculture. For the young, to die for the country 
is great. They become poems to martyrdom. That 
is the world of young people in Nicaragua. 

For our comandantes, it is sad to see these 
young, untrained people who are just there to die. 

But the Sandinistas don’t care. They prepare a 
furor for the other young people of the towns. 
When they bring the bodies back, they have a 
funeral and everybody cries. This is a propaganda 
event. The funeral is an important ceremony, like 
the funeral of old Indians. The heroes are buried 
with their weapons, like the old Indians, and with 
the flag, and then these dead join the dead that 
never died: the muerto que nunca muerte. I am 
not an anthropologist, but I see many signs that 
the Sandinistas are using and abusing the primi- 
tive cultures of the people. 

SOF: How are your men received around the 
countryside? 

CHAMORRO: The common people tell me the 
Sandinistas are like rats: dirty people who go 
looking for what they can take from the poor 
people. Our men buy [provisions from the peo- 
ple] and they are welcomed. Also the Sandinistas 
bring people from one area of the country to 
another, where they have no friends. But our men 
go to the areas from which they come. 

Let’s say there’s a town named Concordia. The 
men of Concordia know Mr. Juan Perez because 
Juan Perez has family there and he’s their leader. 
We recruit Juan Perez and tell him to fight there 
with his men. So he knows the area well and the 
Sandinistas don’t know. 

The way I see it, in the rural areas, we are 
greatly superior. But the logistics war worries us: 
We have no trucks so we walk and carry so much 
ammunition — and those hills. Have you seen 
those hills over there? They are very, very steep. 
And we have to fight after crossing them. 
SOF: It is common for soldiers to carry more 
ammunition than they will ever expend in a 
fire fight. Have you tried to get them to lighten 
their loads? 

CHAMORRO: Yeah, I’ve been telling them. 
But they feel when they go in, they are going to 
stay forever so they need the ammunition. Our 
men take ammunition like you Americans take 
credit cards. 

SOF: Overall, how is the battle going, politi- 
cally and militarily? 

CHAMORRO: Well, the military part depends 
substantially on the amount of weapons we get. 
We have many more men willing to take weapons 
and use them than we have money for weapons. 
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Politically? It depends on a lot of things, such 
as this CONTADORA group [Mexico, Panama, 
Columbia and Venezuela have joined together to 
try to achieve a political solution to a number of 
guerrilla problems in Central and South Amer- 
ica]. 

The way | see it, everybody [other nations 
friendly to FDN objectives] wants to use outside 
force against Nicaragua only as a last resort. 
We'll keep putting on pressure, but outside or 
multinational forces will be used as a last resort 
only. Sometimes | think it [a multinational force] 
could be tomorrow, or next week or in two weeks 
because it is the way to do this. But our friends 
want to exhaust all possible chances to achieve a 
political solution. 

SOF: Do you really believe a political solution 
is possible with the Sandinistas? 
CHAMORRO: | don’t believe it. | think the 
Sandinistas are just trying to gain time. They are 
going to be conciliatory, agree to diplomatic 
approaches, when they are losing or they are 
worried about something. They are acting smart. 
They don’t want to lose power and they know that 
if they want to stay in power, sometimes that has a 
price. They seem to be willing to pay the price. 
They are going to make concessions, some be- 
cause they have to, some because the concession 
does not hurt them, some because they will not 
keep their word. 

This diplomatic process is giving them an ex- 
tension on their power. They use the excuse that 
they are a young revolution and so they have 
made some mistakes. They are going to offer 
some reforms to get an extension until this elec- 
tion and then after the election, they will say they 
are going to behave better. Then they will put the 
screws down again. 

There is a lot of lobbying going on. | have 
talked to many people in the press, foreign minis- 
ters and so on. I have found that almost all of them 
agree with me in private, but they don’t want to 
come forward — with the exception of [those 
from] Honduras and El Salvador. 

But, in private, these leaders come up to me 
and say, *‘We know that the communists are sons 
of bitches. We know they don’t respect human 
rights.’’ Most of them agree the Sandinistas have 
betrayed all the principles of the anti-Somoza 
revolution, failed the Nicaraguan people and 
brought all kinds of terrorists and guerrillas to 
Nicaragua. And these leaders know that there 
won't be peace and stability in this area until we 
have a democratic solution, or a constitutional 
solution the people will trust. 

You [other countries] can send money here 
(Central America] but it will accomplish nothing 
unless you get rid of the Sandinista government. 
They are a plague of rats and this plague is going 
to spread. You have to kill the rats. | sincerely 
believe in this. 

SOF: How do you assess the situation in Cen- 
tral America? 

CHAMORRO: Honduras is in good shape be- 
cause of America’s military presence and the 
American money coming into their economy. But 
the same things happened in El Salvador, and it’s 
going bad there, according to all the reports I get. 
And the reason is the Sandinistas are sending a lot 
of men and money to El Salvador now. They 
know they have to win in El! Salvador to stay in 
power. And Castro knows that if Nicaragua is 
lost, he’s next. 

It’s like a triangle, the Bermuda Triangle: 
Cuba, Nicaragua and Grenada. It has been 
broken; one angle is gone. Next is Nicaragua. 
They have been counting on Castro, or the 
Soviets, to send MiGs or helicopters, And Castro 
admitted during the Grenada operation, ‘‘l have 
not the option to give you more assistance.” 

The problem for you to think about — and it 
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worries me a bit lately — is that some leaders in 
America, even some in the administration, want 
to improve relations with Castro. These people 
believe for poor Third-World countries in Central 
America, a moderate socialist solution might be 
good. Not just for Central America, but for other 
Latin American countries, too. And that is troubl- 
ing. 

Editor's note: U.S. support for the Contras 
became overt in 1983 when Congress knowingly 
approved a $24 million appropniation to support 
Contra efforts against the Nicaraguan govern- 
ment. But even at the time this money was given, 
it was known that $24 million would not last the 
entire year. The Reagan administration went back 
to Congress for an additional $2! million later in 
the year, but met resistance from Congressional 
liberals, and it is unlikely that the legislation will 
be passed now in light of the struggle underway 
between the administration and the legislature 
over policy in Central America. 

The administration's efforts suffered a severe 
setback when it became known that the CIA had 
used ‘‘unilaterally controlled latinos,’’ Latin 
American commandos recruited and trained by 
the CIA and dispatched from a CIA mother ship, 
to mine the Nicaraguan ports of Puerto Sandino 
and Corinto, without adequately informing its 
oversight committee, the Senate Intelligence 
Committee. Democrats and Republicans alike 
vehemently accused the CIA of breaking interna- 
tional law and intentionally keeping Congress in 
the dark about its ‘‘covert’’ Contra acts. 
Although both points can certainly be argued, the 
actions did not score any points with Congress, 
which now holds the future of the Contras in its 
hands. 

It has often been said that the United States 
gives its allies only enough money to lose. The 
Contras might agree. ®& 
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DIVING EAGLES 


Continued from page 63 


so long obsolete. A faint sound in the distance 
grows louder — obviously helicopters, but we 
cannot see them because they are flying only 
a few meters above the trees. Suddenly we 
see a scout helicopter followed by eight CH- 
53s coming in low from the right. This group 
lands in a clearing about a kilometer away. 
Men and light vehicles come pouring from the 
rear of each helicopter. Almost simultaneous- 
ly two similar groups of helicopters land in 
other clearings a kilometer or two apart and 
quickly unload their troops and cargo. An en- 
tire paratroop battalion has landed in a con- 
centrated area, disembarked and dis- 
appeared into the forests in perfect tactical 
formation in fewer than eight minutes. 

As the staff group breaks up, we get a hop 
on a Huey and are treated to a spectacular, 
late-afternoon view of the Bavarian country- 
side. But all | can think aboutis the impressive 
show of combat readiness and professional- 
ism | have seen today. 

Day 17 My senior instructor does not share 
my enthusiasm for the 1st Airborne Division. 
He comments dryly that | have missed a 
whole day of training and need to make up the 
practical tests which the other students pas- 
sed yesterday. While my platoon is on a 
break, | have to do in double-time all of 
yesterday's various tests. | jump from the 
tower, immediately run back up it to jump 
again, and repeat the process jumping with 
the assault pack. | am hooked up to a cable 
and hauled by an electric winch about 30 
meters up in the air, then released to fall at the 
speed of a parachute descent while oscillat- 
ing considerably. | missed the instruction on 
this apparatus yesterday, but with luck | land 
well and pass on my first try. 

Day 18 We near jump week with mounting 
anticipation. Each time an aircraft flies over 
the DZ to drop its load of paratroopers, the 
young soldiers crane their necks for a view. 
We have orientation visits to the airfield, ab- 
out an hour away, and to the DZ, a rolling, 
grassy pastureland immediately adjacent to 
the school. My German has improved 
enough over the past weeks so that | can now 
understand without a mighty effort. | am also 
becoming very attached to the German Army 
jump helmet and jump boots. The helmet is 
very well-padded and is identical to the WWII 
model except for its American-style outward 
shape. The boots give excellent ankle sup- 
port and are the only completely waterproof 
ones | have ever seen. Boots and helmet fit 
like a glove and are competely comfortable. 
In fact, | am impressed by all the German 
equipment; it is well-designed, well-made 
and expensive. 

This afternoon, during some free time, | 
visit the Airborne Demonstration and Test 
Company, which develops and tests new 
equipment and doctrine for the German air- 
borne. They show me the fascinating blend of 
equipment in their armory: TOW and MILAN 
missiles, 20mm cannon mounted on special 
carriers resembling the old Mechanical Mule, 
UZI submachine guns, G3 assault rifles, and 
the trusty P38 pistols and MG42 (of WWII 
fame) and MG3 machine guns. The major 
commanding the company is a student of 
military history with whom I’ve already had 
many interesting talks at the club. | am over- 
whelmed when he gives me a memento: his 
own jump helmet originally used in the early 
1960s and identical to the famous WWII type. 
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Day 22 The big day has finally come. We 
jump today, weather permitting. We muster 
early in the morning, are issued “jump ra- 
tions” consisting of hard bread, salami and a 
fruit, and board the vehicles for the drive to 
the airfield outside the historic town of |_ands- 
berg. The airfield is a former WWII fighter 
base, now the home of a Luftwaffe transport 
squadron flying the Transall, similar to the 
C-130. We draw our parachutes and assist 
each other in putting on the gear. The sun 
shines on us as we march in formation down 
the long flight line to the aircraft and move in 
four files up the tail ramp. | will jump first, so | 
board the aircraft last. Our instructors, who 
have been with us throughout the course, will 
serve as jumpmasters, and the senior in- 
structor will jump with us. 

The aircraft moves down the runway witha 
surge of power and takes to the air in what 
seems like a few seconds. Only the engine 
noise reminds me that it’s more than just 
another dry run. As we near the DZ the jump- 
masters open both side doors, and the noise 
is suddenly overwhelming. The faces of the 
young soldiers become solemn. We get in 
sequence to the now-familiar commands: 
“Fertigmachen, aufstehen, einhaken, ueber- 
pruefen, und vorruecken,” and we unbuckle, 
stand up, hook up, check equipment and 
shuffle forward. The jumpmasters lead us in 
some chants, then | get the signal to move to 
the open door. | can see the German country- 
side glide by 400 meters below me. Then all 
at once, | hear the horn sound and the jump- 
master shout into my ear. 

Automatically | spring out the door like a 
gymnast. | can feel the airstream turn my 
body around and can see the blur of the 
ground below me. As | reach the count of 
“vier-tausend” | feel a soft tug at my shoul- 
ders and look up to see the green parachute 
canopy open like a mushroom cap. | turn 
quickly and see jumpers still coming out of the 
aircraft as it flies on. The sky behind me is full 
of parachutes. The aircraft has gone, and itis 
suddenly completely quiet except for the 
sound of the wind blowing through my ‘chute. 
It is a spectacularly beautiful summer day, 
and as | float down | can see the Alps on the 
horizon and the green Bavarian farm country 
spread out below. 

1 land like a feather, gather up the para- 
chute and move to the assembly area where | 
find 40 young soldiers all grinning broadly. 
We rapidly assemble and drive to the airfield 
to conduct the second jump of the day. 

Day 23 Since the weather gods are still 
looking upon us favorably, we plan for three 
jumps today. The morning jump goes weil, as 
does the afternoon jump with the assault 
pack. We get better in exiting the aircraft 
quickly, so that the ‘chutes open closer 
together, and we must slip the old T-10 in 
various directions to avoid midair collisions. 
Then comes the climax: the night jump. 

The red blackout lights create an eerie 
atmosphere in the darkened Luftwaffe air- 
Craft. As we fly to the DZ my mind wanders as 
| try to imagine how the German paratroopers 
must have felt nearly 40 years ago as they 
flew out on that historic assault on Crete. 

lam quickly brought back to reality when 
the jumpmaster gives us the commands and 
leads us in the chant of “Glueck ab/,” the 
traditional greeting of the German para- 
troops. This time | am not the first out of the 
aircraft. The company commander himself is 
jumping with us, and | follow right behind him 
into the darkness. | land smoothly, and as | 
gather up my ‘chute | can hear above me a 
few isolated whoops and shouts of excite- 
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ment. Our company commander has given 
us strict orders to maintain complete silence 
during a night jump; someone next to me 
comments disgustedly that these shouts 
must come from the Dutch Marines. 

| gather my ‘chute and move back to the 
assembly area. The aircraft flies back to pick 
up a second load of jumpers, who have no 
doubt been impatiently awaiting their turn. 
But for us who have completed the last jump, 
our exhilaration and exuberance cannot be 
contained. 

Day 24 This is a day for administrative 
tasks and cleaning up. The lieutenant and | 
get a VW jeep and drive to the municipal 
hospital to visit the only member of our pla- 
toon to suffer an injury, a young soldier who 
broke his leg on the night jump. He had had 
constant difficulty during the training, so it is 
no surprise to see him lying in the hospital 
bed. However, having made his five jumps, 
he is happy even under the circumstances. 
We give him an unofficial set of jump wings, 
since he will miss the ceremony tomorrow. 

In the evening the platoon and instructors , 
get together for dinner at a Gasthaus just | 
outside the main gate. In the tradition of the 
German paratroops, officers, NCOs and 
young soldiers all share an evening of camar- 
aderie. There are speeches, and we thank 
our instructors for their leadership. Our train- 
ing platoon has performed well and has be- 
come a close-knit unit. But we know that after 
tomorrow we will all go our separate ways. 

Later that evening | take a solitary walk 
through the school, past the kasernes and 
buildings which have seen so much history. ! 
note some of the street names, including 
General-Student-Strasse, the main street, 
named after the founder of the German air- 
borne of WWII; Heidrich-Strasse, named for 
the commander of the 1st Parachute Division 
at Monte Cassino; Graf-Bluecher-Strasse, 
named in honor of three members of the 
same family who were all killed in action on 
Crete; and Arent-Strasse, named after a 1st 
sergeant who won the Knight’s Cross post- 
humously in Tunisia. The summer night is 
cool and invigorating, and as | walk past the 
now-familiar buildings | feel almost as though 
| am about to leave home. | pass the enlisted 
club where festivities are in high pitch. The 
singing of marching songs fills the night air. | 
leave the kaserne area regretfully and head 


_ up the hill to my quarters. 


Day 25 It is a cold, drizzly morning. We 
stand in formation on the school parade field. 
The troops and the honor guard are drawn up 
near the large memorial to German para- 
troopers who fell in action. Beyond the trees 
Stand the kasernes, forming a square around 
the parade field. 

The school commander's vehicle arrives 
punctually, and the ceremony begins. The 
colone! stands 30 meters to the front and 
addresses all of the troops without the aid of 
microphone; his voice carries loud and clear 
over the entire parade field. What animpress- 
ive display of command presence! The col- 
onei speaks to the young German soldiers 
about their proud history and tells them that 
they have a duty to carry on their traditions in 
the defense of democracy, NATO and the 
Fatherland. He stresses the virtues of caur- 
age, determination and comradeship which 
the soldiers have demonstrated in winning 
their jump wings, and tells them always to act 
accordingly. 

As | stand in formation with them in this 
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historic place, | feel the strength of a tradition 
as it is being handed down from one genera- 
tion to the other. As a Marine, | understand 
exactly the message which the colonel deliv- 
ers to the young soldiers, and | feel a kinship 
to them. The colonel then personally pre- 
sents jump wings to all graduates; we are 
now Fallschirmjager. A bugler plays the tradi- 
tional Song of the Paratroopers to conclude 
the ceremony. 

Later that afternoon, | am invited ta the 
colonel’s office for goodbyes. Much to my 
surprise, he presents me the maroon beret 
with the silver diving-eagle insignia. The Air- 
borne School has a strict rule against the 
beret being worn by foreign troops. However, 
since | have gone through the entire course 
as would an ordinary German paratrooper, | 
too am awarded the right to wear the Fajll- 
schirmjager beret. 

After | pack for the next day’s return to the 
United States, | go see my comrades at the 
school. | say “Auf Wiedersehen’ with a great 
deal of sadness, for it has been a privilege to 
work with these professionals. Though | had 
never worked with German soldiers, nor they 
with a U.S. Marine, we formed a bond. 

The German Fallschirmjager, like the U.S. 
Marines, are a small, elite force. They too 
have a proud history and realize the import: 
ance of maintaining their traditions. | learned 
during my stay here that for the German para- 
traapers there is a special significance in call- 
ing someone “Kamerad.” To them, a com- 
rade is one who belongs, as we Marines 
would say, to the “Band of Brothers.” | was 
fortunate in having the chance to spend so 
much time with the comrades of the German 
Fallschirmjager. a 
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SOF SILENCER 
SCOOP 


Continued from page 71 


130 decibels, compared to 155-160 decibels for a 
standard Sten gun. 

That is a lot quieter than it would seem, since 
sound increases logarithmically with decibel 
measure. A 10-decibel decrease is a 50-percent 
reduction in noise. Therefore, the Sten’s silencer 
is twice as effective as the Soviet design. 

The Russians first learned about silencers back 
in WWI, when they were on the receiving end of 
silencer-equipped German snipers. They used 
captured silencers then and, in the interwar years, 
developed their own silencers — based on the 
German designs — which saw limited use during 
WWII. The silencer used in Afghanistan does not 
seem to be much of an improvement over these 
systems. 

Open-source literature has been limited in its 
treatment of Soviet special-operations weapons. 
It is known that when GRU Diversionary Troops 
seized key points at Prague Airport just before the 
Soviet paratroopers arrived in 1968, they had 
been carrying concealed Czech-made Skorpion 
submachine guns, a weapon that has a silenced 
version. In WWII, the main users of silencers 
were snipers engaging close-range targets, such 
as in urban fighting, or when watching an enemy 
trench. 

Our silencer had been picked up near Kandahar 
in the summer or fall of 1983. Abdul Rahim 
Wardak, a former colonel in the Royal Afghan 
Army and now senior military adviser to NIFA, 
reports that Kandahar, like Herat, is a center of 
Spetznatz activity. He believes that a brigada of 
such troops is headquartered in Kandahar. In 
1983, according to Col. Wardak, the Spetznatz 
became more active. They patrolled in Kabul- 
regime army uniforms or even dressed as mujahi- 
deen. They blacked their faces for night opera- 
tions, leading Afghans to call them ‘‘the black 
soldiers.’’ They have been undertaking more 
long-range patrols, moving out from their base or 
being inserted by helicopter in mujahideen- 
controlled territory (about 85 percent of Afgha- 
nistan). These patrols will normally stay out for 
three or four nights before being picked up by 
helicopters or returning to base. They will watch 
for mujahideen activity and call airstrikes and 
artillery fire against villages where they believe 
guerrillas are deployed or are being supported. 
They have also, within the last year, taken to 
setting up ambushes along the main Afghan sup- 
ply routes to the interior, catching supply con- 
voys that travel at night to avoid Soviet aircraft. 

In 1983, large amounts of needed weapons, 
food and equipment fell into Soviet hands 
through such ambushes. Such an ambush also 
accounted for a person the Kabul regime claimed 
was a British spy, and who was apparently car- 
rying sophisticated communications equipment. 
The Afghans say that ‘‘the black soldiers’’ are 
tougher than any other enemy troops, and can go 
up and down mountains as fast as they can. While 
most Soviet units are roadbound, the Afghans 
report that these troops can surprise you almost 
anywhere. 

But sometimes, the Afghans strike back suc- 
cessfully. The action which led to the capture of 
the silencer near Kandahar was an ambush that 
turned sour for the Soviets. Forty Spetznatz were 
reported killed and much equipment captured. 
The performance of this silencer could not have 
done much to help keep them alive. 
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Karen and I did not have to go through any 
drama or excitement to recover the Soviet 
silencer, but this does not make it any less signifi- 
cant. Discreet inquiries among informed sources 
in Washington and elsewhere have shown that 
apparently this is the first Soviet silencer to come 
West in many years, and almost certainly the first 
to come out of Afghanistan. Despite its crudity 
and inferiority to Western systems, the silencer is 
by no means useless. The Afghans agreed to part 
with this one only after they had fired off all their 
subsonic ammunition in action and worn out the 
device. The Soviets also have a disturbing habit 
of being able to replace older systems with im- 
proved ones — often based on stolen Western 
technology — quicker than we have been able to 
field new ones. Soldier of Fortune’s Soviet 
silencer may be a harbinger of bad things to 
come. 


TECHNICAL REPORT: 
THE SOVIET SILENCER 


Silencers are as complex in their own way 
as are electronic countermeasures: Both 
pieces of weaponry have had to come to 
grips with the laws of physics to work. For 
all its ineffectiveness, the Soviet silencer is 
not a crude device. Our source at the Inter- 
tand Corporation has applied his years of 
silencer expertise to this device and has 
reported on how it is put together. 

Of all-steel construction, the silencer is 


Name 


Address 


about eight inches long. Diameter of the 
outer tube of what appears to be 16-gauge 


_(.064-inch) seamless steel varies from two 


inches at the rear cap to 1.6-1.8 inches along 
the tube. The outer surface is knurled over 
most of its length, and the finish appears to 
be a worn, thin, black oxide. Weight is two 
pounds. 

The rear cap assembly is attached to the 
AKM muzzle by a thread — meaning the 
AKM must have a modified muzzle with a 
thread on it, like the AKS-74. The rear cap 
assembly is attached to the outer tube by 
another screw thread and a spring ratchet 
retainer. 

Telescoped by the rear cap assembly and 
positioned just in front of the rifle muzzle is 
a .75-inch-thick elastomer wipe in a 
stamped metal cup. This plastic wipe, fit- 
ting like a gasket at the end of the rear cap, is 
intended to start the noise reduction as the 
bullet leaves the muzzle. In contrast, most 
Western silencers have the wipe at the end 
of the silencer away from the weapon’s 
muzzle, to reduce wear on the wipe. 

The size and shape of the hole in the 
plastic wipe through which the bullet must 
travel is unknown, because the silencer 
obtained by Soldier of Fortune had a rough 
hole, about .65-inch in diameter, cut by 
repeated firing. Soviet WWII silencers used 
a circular hole in the wipe for the bullet, 
while U.S. practice, as in the Mark 22 Mod 
0 silencer, is to have an X-slit. 


KNOCK-OUT 
POSTER 


This big new four-color 
poster, 21” x 30” fea- 
tures the most attractive 
Special Forces Trooper 
we have ever seen in 
“midburst.”” Great detail 
and beautiful color. Ship- 
ped in a mailing tube. 
Order No. CP-2 . . $7.50 
postpaid 


LTA. 


Visa and Mastercard 
welcome! 
DELTA PRESS, LTD. 
P. O. Box 777 


Mt. Ida, AR 71957 


Phone No. 


$4 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


80 Page Catalog $1.00; Free With Order 


501/867-3401 


ife Sharpener 


— j 
The Fold-A-Ves Sharpmaker™ is a 
simple, effective, safe sharpening 
tool for working in the field. Ideal 
features are: pre-set sharpening 
angles, no need for a flat working 
surface, hand in safe position, light 
weight, with leather carrying pouch 
and with removable medium grit 
ceramic rods for quick sharpening 
of any knife metal. Patent Pending. 


Ask your cutlery dealer or send 
$12.95 to Spyderco. Fully Guaran- 
teed. Instructions included. 


ek Spyderco, Inc. 
P.O. BOX 800 A, 
GOLDEN, COLORADO 80402 


Combat Survival 


If the challenge came, would you be ready? 


Would you be up to 
training with veteran 
instructors of Britain’s elite 
Airborne Ranger unit, the 
Special Air Service regiment, 
and the world famous 
American S.F. Green Berets? 

Could you equlp yourself to survive in 
hostile climates or unfamiliar environments? If 
you feel you match up. whether soldier or 
sportsman/woman and would like to fly to 
Britain for a totally unique vacation/training 
course, Call toll free: 

(800) 632 2302 (N ¥ State) 
or write: (800) 645 7462 
O'Shea Tours Ltd 
195 Broadway 
Hicksville, NY 11801 
Agent for Scorpion Travel of GB 


“THE WORLD’S 
LARGEST AND 
BEST COURSE” 

cTeECTvE 


<nwuee git TP MEN - WOMEN 
ae-LEARN FROM THE : 
> EXPERT free YO 
y fUT WITH COURSE 


Train at home. toran exciting career a3 a Detective 
or Security Consultant. No previous experience needed 
No other training program equals the Global course 
Learn every investigative technique you will need to get 
that first job. Emptayment Assistance ¢ Diploma e 
Equipment ¢ Mail this coupon for FREE FACTS. 
No obligation. No aslesman. 


GLOBAL SCHOOL OF INVESTIGATION 


SSS ZF 
MGLOBAL, BOX 191-A, HANOVER, MA02339 


I 
1 
! 
! 
1 
t 
' 
t 
4 


AUGUST 84 


A firing, limi 
honoring 


Korea —“The 
front lines of 
freedom.” 

President Ronald Reagan 


or the first time in world history, Americans drew 

the line against Communism. The place was Korea. 

The names of the battlefields are immortal...the 
Pusan Perimeter...Inchon...the Chosin Reservoir. Here we 
came to the aid of freedom. 33,629 Americans gave their 
lives; 103,284 were wounded and 7,140 were captured. 

Today, 40,000 American troops still patrol the DMZ 
—President Reagan calls it: “The front lines of freedom.” 

The Korean War Commemorative Thompson is the 
first commemorative tribute ever issued to honor the 
unsung Americans who first drew the line against Com- 
munism in the 1950s— and the Americans who continue 
today to hold that narrow line. 

The tremendous firepower of the Thompson, with 
the knockdown punch of the .45 ACP cartridge, made 
it a favorite of the front line fighting men in Korea in 
stopping the human wave charges of the Red hordes. It 
is a proud American firearm to honor the brave Ameri- 
cans who defended freedom in this war. 

When you hold this 12-pound weapon, it may bring 
back memories of those faraway places or—for the first 
time—let you experience what a friend or family mem- 
ber felt 30 years ago. 

This project was created by The American Historical 
Foundation; each is specially built by Auto-Ordnance 
Corporation, official manufacturer of the famous 
Thompson. 


Limited Edition of Only 1500 


This is a strictly limited edition of only 1500, world- 
wide, Each is specially serially numbered between 0001 
and 1500, with the prefix KW (for Korean War). This 
number is also inscribed on an accompanying Certificate 
of Authenticity. Each is being produced in a firing, semi- 
automatic version or, upon request, in fully-automatic 

_ for holders of Class III Federal Firearms licenses (please 
add $350). 

The fit and finish of each Thompson is presentation 
grade. Special inscriptions are roll-engraved and gold- 
gilt infilled on both sides of the receiver. 


Richly Plated with 24-Karat Gold 
You sight across the 24-karat gold plated rear sight 
and the special, gold plated, two-ribbed activator knob. 
Your eyes move across the 35 deep cooling fins and along 
the high-polished and blued barrel to the hefty mirror- 
polished, 24-karat gold plated Cutts Compensator and 
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front sight. Your finger rests on the 24-karat gold plated 
trigger. Even the special, black, military style sling is 
affixed to swivels which are 24-karat gold plated and 
mounted with four 24-karat gold plated screws. 
Genuine GI Stocks — Specially Finished 

The solid walnut stocks are genuine GI] production — 
originally made during World War Il—as were most of 
the Thompsons used in Korea. They are now being re- 
moved from their original storage crates for this project. 
For the first time, they are being stained to a rich, extra- 
dark walnut shade, then given a finish as beautiful as the 
finest shotguns. 

The rear grip is fitted with a black, red and blue 
cloisonne medallion, embossed with the Great Seal of the 
United Siates in the center and bearing commemorative 
inscriptions. The famous red and blue circular symbol of 
the Republic of Korea, worn by many Gls in the center 
of their Korean Presidential Unit Citation, forms the cen- 
tral design of the special cloisonne fired enamel medallions 
which are custom inset on both sides of the butt stock. 

Not Just A Showpiece 

But this is not just a showpiece. It is a firing Thomp- 
son. Because it fires in the semi-automatic mode, you do 
not need a special license to own it. Anyone who can 
own a standard hunting rifle can own the Korean War 
Commemorative Thompson. And because it’s functional, 
it could even be called upon to defend your home and 
family — with the same famous .45 ACP ammo Gls and 
American shooters have used since 191L 

It is a dramatic symbol of combat. Designed by 
General John T. Thompson, this was the weapon that 
pioneered the use of General Thompson's term “Sub- 
machine Gun" — and the first weapon of this type ever 
issued to U.S. military forces. 

The Thompson gained fame in the hands of all our 
service branches— Army, Marine Corps, Navy, and Air 
Force. It was the most highly desired, hand-held, close 
combat assault weapon of the Korean War. 


Collector Interest 

Only 1500 will be made — making it one of the rarest 
of all firearms. It is the first commemorative tribute ever 
issued to honor the Americans who fought in Korea, so 
it is also in the “first ever” class of distinction. At a time 
when collectors pay between $2,000 and $20,000 for a 
standard issue Thompson with a unique feature or two 
recognizable only to the advanced collector, the original 
issue price of this Thompson is particularly reasonable, 
It is a piece of workmanship you will enjoy owning and 
displaying, and you will be proud to pass it along to fu- 
ture generations of your family, 

A solid walnut display case, lined with draped and 
fitted gray velvet, is also available. The entire gun is pro~ 
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tected from dust and unauthorized handling by a-clear, 

plexiglass lid, which is affixed with three solid brass hinges 

and three solid brass clasps with match-keyed locks. 
How to Reserve; Satisfaction Guaranteed 

This is available exclusively through The American 
Historical Foundation. You may write, call, personally 
visit or use the reservation form below. Satisfaction is 
fully guaranteed, or you may return for a full refund any 
time within one month. 

If you do not have a firearms license, we will co- 
ordinate delivery with you through your local firearms 
dealer, after your reservation is received here. If you do 
have a license, send a signed copy, and the Thompson 
will be delivered directly to you. 

The few men, museums and organizations who own 
one of these will have an extremely rare, firing showpiece 
which is assured a place of honor in any collection. It is 
a lasting, tangible embodiment of the courageous deeds 
and sacrifices of our countrymen who made that im- 
portant first stand against Communism. 

RESERVATION 
Satisfaction guaranteed or Return in 30 Days for Full Refund 
To: The American Historical Foundation 

1022 West Franklin Street, Dept. SFK2 

Richmond, Virginia 23220 

Telephone (804) 353-1812 

24-hour toll free reservations: (800) 368-8080 


~ 


Yes, 1 wish to reserve the Korean War Commemorative 
Thompson, selectively plated with 24-karat gold, with roll- 
engraved inscriptions and deluxe presentation finish. Only 
1500 will be made. I will also receive a Certificate of 
Authenticity, membership in The American Historical 
Foundation and information concerning the history, care, 
display and firing of the Thompson. 


CO) My deposit of $95 (or credit card authorization) is en- 
dosed. Please invoice (or charge my credit card) for the 
balance due... 

Din four equal payments of $275. 

for the balance. 

(My payment in full {or my credit card authorization) 

for $1195 is enclosed. 

C) Also please send the optional, furniture-finished walnut 


display case. Please add $225 to the final charge of the 
method of payment I have selected above. 


For Visa, MasterCard or American Express, plerse send account nu an 
Pptration date and signature. Virginia residents please aide number, 
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The Golden Rule 
.\ Of History 


Those Dith The Weapons 
Male The Rules 


IQNG DISTANCE 


a 


The Next Best 
Thing To 
Being There 


Sinve WEL 


“COCKLD & LOCKED” 


© 


BUMPERSTICKERS 
available in removable 4 
black on white vinyl. 
$2.00 Pius .50¢ Postace 


SWAT TEAM CAP. 
Naot Cotton Twill 

F just 
Hand Silkscreened Aa ae 


TO ORDER: 

List: Quantity/Size / Item Choice 
& Color ipiease inciude 2nd Color Choicat 
Enclose Total Amt. Due 


Colors: 

T-Shirts: tan. It. blues black 
erseys:white w/black sieeves 

Sizes: 50% Polyester 


SM-MED.-LGE-XL 


XKL / t-shirt only ! 50% Cotton 


tJ bar 
_=-! 
bu piel oy 

(615) 624-1851 


ail SEND TO: 


dland 


Zs 
Poe so 
PRO. BOX 3611 
CHATTANOOGA.TN 37404 


Prices: 

T-Shirts. $8.50 
XXL T’'s- $12.00 
Jerseys - $10.95 


Add $1,50(ea. order) 
eer & Handling 


Canada» Add $2 
Foreign» Add 30% 
U.S. Currency Only! 


Money Back 
Guarantee! 
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$6.00 +50¢ postage 


The wipe has a limited life span, because 
repeated use will enlarge the hole and make 
it ineffective. One wipe is good for only five 
to 10 rounds of subsonic, or one to five 
rounds of ball ammunition. Each soldier 
equipped with such an AKM obviously has 
to carry several wipes. The rear cap assem- 
bly is easily detachable for quick replace- 
ment of wipes. 

Forward of the wipe assembly is the heart 
of the silencer, a baffle stack. Mounted 
around a passage through which the bullet 
will travel, the baffle stack is intended to 
absorb and deaden its noise. Arrayed on 
three tie rods, it consists of front and rear 
taps mated to the tie rods, nine thin baffles, 
and 30 tubular spacers on the tie rods, all 
yielding 10 baffles about one-half inch 
apart. The baffle assembly slips into the 
outer tube of the silencer, butting up against 
the rear wipe assembly. At the front of the 
silencer, the baffle stack is retained by a 
reinforced folded lip. This is not a secure 

join, and it appears possible that automatic 
fire with ball ammunition would force the 
baffle stack out the front of the silencer. 

One of the most distinctive features about 
the silencer is the large (.48-inch) diameter 
of the passage up the baffle stack through 
which the bullet must travel. The passage in 
Western silencers using NATO 7.62mm 
ammunition is usually about .34-.40 inch in 
diameter. 

This large passage reduces the effective- 
ness of the silencer even when firing sub- 
sonic ammunition, for increasing the size of 
the opening means that more of the sound 
will escape. Yet there is a reason for the 
opening being that wide. As soon as a bullet 
leaves the muzzle of the AKM, it hits the 
opening in the wipe. It will then start to yaw 
as a result of having its trajectory altered by 
contact with the wipe. Because the bullets 
going up the passage will be yawing, the 
passage has to be substantially wider than 
the bullets. This yawing will continue as the 
bullet leaves the muzzle of the silencer, 
further reducing the accuracy of the silenced 
AKM. 

Soldier of Fortune’s silencer seems to be 
a production version, being stamped with 
myriad markings, including its Soviet serial 
number: 0 E513. This is not a one-off failed 
attempt to produce a silencer. This is Soviet 
government issue. — David C. Isby ®& 


MILITARY COMPASS INCLUDED 


SURVIVAL CAPSULE 
STVLE- IN BUTT CAP 


INCLUDED iN HANOLE 
HARD an CONTAINING: 
SHEATH WITH ; FISH HOOKS 
WIRE-CUTTERS 

SHARPENING 

STONE W.P. TABLET 


SCREWORIVER . NEEDLES 
yy MATCHES 
CLINOMETER FLINT BAR 
SAW SUTURE NEEDLE 
SUTURE MATERIAL 


1 copra 
LEG TIE 5%” 440-C BLADE peracHaBLe 


INSTRUCTION 
MANUAL 
FACLUDED 


$125.00 HANOGUARD 
POSTPAID 
GA RESIDENTS 


ADD 4% GA 
SALES TAX 


SEND CHECK OR M.0. TO: 
ED'S ENGRAVING 
121 €. MAIN ST. STATESBORO, GA 30458 
(912) 764-4836 


UPEXMIFE® AND OTHER SURVIVAL KNIVES AVAILABLE AND IN STOCK 


LEGIONNAIRES 
SURVIVAL 
BOOT 
KNIFE 


ONLY 
| 295 


Add $1.05 Hndl. 


~ 
S 


Fg. 
Of 2 

é*; Double edge 440 stainless 
steel blade. Full tang one 
piece construction. Leather 
sheath with quick release 
snap and metal boot/belt 
clip. Money Back Guaranteed 
Hf Not Fully Satistied!! 
WESTBURY SALES CO. DEPT. BK-8-SF 


373 Maple Avenue, Westbury, New York 11590 


SILENT DEFENSE WEAPONS 


ee ~WILDCAT TRIDENT 
150L8 50 L8 PISTOL 
ye CROSSBOW 


COMMANDO WITH EACH CACSSROW 


1 DOz ARROWS 


175LB 
SELF-COCKING W/PIELD POINTS 


EN 


COLOR ILLUSTRATED CATALOG *2°° 


SHOWS XBOWS/ACCESSORIES MEFUMDASLE WrPURCHARE 


ty 0: Call 714-548-9443 


= Ud senp cHEck -c.0.. - OR USE 


For our Deluxe Colored Catalog. 
Your money is refundable on 
your first order. 


Send to: 
Neptune Fireworks Co. 
P.O. Box 398 Dept. G 
Dania, FL 33004 
Out-of-State Toll Free: 
1-800-835-5236 
In FL: (305) 920-6770 


> Please send me your Colored Deluxe Catalog for 
@ %4°, | understand that my money is refundable on 
$ my first order. 

e 

e 

e DON a ea 


e 
: Address __..._. Apt.# __ 


e 
s CityeS SS, Ste Zip 
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Continued from page 8 


to advance their cause of freedom.” 
Since WWII, the United States has 
covertly supported 12 legitimate 
liberation movements. All have 
failed. Congress is telling the 
President that Afghanistan better not 
be number 13. 

The heroic miracle of the Afghan 
resistance is a challenge to those of 
us who have not yet come to their 
aid. 

Matthew D. Erulkar 


NEW! M-1949 SLEEPING BAG 


U.S. "U.S. Manufactured. Mil-Specs. 
Rip-Stop Nylon Outer Shell. 
Heav Duty 70" Zipper. 

Length 87", Width 27”. 

40 oz. Water Fowl Feathers. 


$ 7 4? 5 Pus $4.95 


Shipping & Handling 
NEW! 


CANVAS MUMMY BAG COVER 


§ 1 3 e g 5 i stacey Rea 

Send Check or Money Order to: 

ANDY’'S ARMY/NAVY 
SURPLUS 


427 N. State 
Oscoda, Michigan 48730 


By Phone: 517-739-3340 
VISA © MASTERCARD 


Genvine Military Goods....$2.50 


Send for our complete oer | 
FREE WITH ORDERI 


ELECTRONIC WEAPONS 
== SYSTEMS —=— 
* BLASTER WAND DEFENSE WEAPON produces shockwave 


| KIDS CAMO WINDBREAKER 


FREE DELIVERY ANYWHERE 
IN THE CONTINENTAL U:S. 


| FREE UMO GADGET BAG be has 


order over 
GI CAMO T-SHIRT 


smail.med.large.x-large 


GENUINE WOODLAND PANTS 
6-pocket G.}. CAMO, B.D.U. 
specify waist and inseam sizes 


GENUINE WOODLAND JACKET .... 
4-pocket G.|. CAMO, B.D.U. 

specify waist and height sizes 

G.I. BLACK COMMANDO SWEATER $36.00 
small,med.,large,xtarge 

G.I. INTERMEDIATE SLEEPING BAG $85.00 
with sleep hood 


-$25.00 


$20.00 
tanker style G.1. material 

quilted halofill for extra warmth 

sizes 4-18 


| KIDS CAMO SHIRT 


2 Pocket 50% Cotton 50% Nylon 
sizes 4-16 


Legislative Director 
American Afghan Action 
Suite 602 

236 Mass. Ave., N.E. 
Washington DC 20002 


type explosive electric discharges. For hostile situations. May 
befethal. $59.50 {nfopack/Plans only $5.00 

e BLACK BDX BLITZER battery powered device, use to stun 
fish, electrify objects, protect perimeters. Can be made lethal. 
$59.50 Infopack/Plans only $5.00 

e LASER GUN SIGHT/SHOOTING GALLERY practice steadi- 
Ness, can be used for point sighting most weapons. Includes 
electronic target. $399.50 _Infopack/Plans only $5.00 

e TELEPHONE MESSAGE TAKER automatically provides ac- 
curate records of all calls. For order taking only. $24.50 

e VEHICLE ELECTRIFICATION DEVICE non-lethal — pro- 
duces moderate to severe shocks to those contacting vehicle 
from outside. $59.50 Infopack/Plans only $5.00 

© POCKET SIZED FLAME THROWING WEAPON For destroy- 
ing insects, ants, aiding in burning leaves and brush piles. 
Stil not cleared by our legal dept. for sale due to potential 
liability and labeling. Plans only available at this time $8.00 


KIDS CAMO PANTS 

4 Pocket 50% Cotton 50% Nylon 
sizes 4-16 

KIDS CAMO T/S 

50% Cotton 50% Poly 

sizes s-m-! 


WE STOCK A COMPLETE LINE OF “'KIDS CAMO.” 
WRITE FOR FREE CATALOG 


UNIVERSAL MILITARY OUTFITTERS 
P.O. Bex 384, Williamsburg Station, 
Brooklyn, NY 11211 
1-800-233-5557 MC & VISA accepted. 

New York ‘Residents 212-387-6363 


FEW GOOD MEN 
DOING SOMETHING .. 
Sirs: 

Events in the U.S. Congress in the 
last few days which arise out of our 
backing the mining of Nicaraqua’s 
harbors in an effort to help the 
interdiction of arms flow from Cuba 
to Central America, and to tame the 
bellicose Sandinistas-turmed-Marxists, 
have me livid with rage and 
ashamed of that invertebrate 
assembly of fools playing election 
year politics as if we were in a 
“time-out” during nothing more 
harmful than a football game. 

In short, I'm pissed! Attached are 
three separate checks for $100 each: 
one for the Afghan Freeedom 
Fighters Fund, one for the 
Nicaraguan Defense Fund and 
another for the El Salvador Defense 
Fund. 

I do wish to have these 
contributions mentioned; perhaps it 
will prompt others who have not yet 
contributed money or supplies to get 
with it! I’m not a philanthropist. I just 


Cataiog of many electronic devices for surveillance, protec- 
tion, detection etc. $1.00. Included free with any of the above 
purchases. Send cash, check, MO, VISA, MC to: 


SCIENTIFIC SYSTEMS 
P.0, BOX 716, AMHERST, NH 03031 


Hard-to-Find Books on Locks! 


THE COMPLETE GUIDE 
TO LOCK PICKING 
by Eddie The Wire 


The single best 
book on lock pick- 
ing ever written! 
Over 5 years of 
research went into 
its preparation. In- 


ce e oe easy-to-get materi- 
abe es a Pat iti _— als, no questions 
a Bact Bes! nie asked! Vol 1 Lifter 

‘ } ( picks, snake picks, 
Warded iocks e Pin diamond "picks, 


tumbler locks ®@ ie Panere 
Disc tumbler locks play, spingere nals 


HOW TO MAKE YOUR OWN 
PROFESSIONAL LOCK TOOLS 
Three Volume Set 
by Eddie The Wire 


Make your own 
lock tools — better 
and cheaper than 
commercial tools! 
All made from 


HOW TO MAKE 
YOUR OWN 
PROFESSIONAL 
LOCK TOOLS 


: , more! 2 Ten- 
recognize that we ve got to do = Watemerdmbler ite a ae 
something now, or in a few years, at locks ¢ Lever tumbler locks ¢ How to beat APS production 


most, this $300 will be worthless. 
“All that is necessary for evil to 
triumph is for good men to do 
nothing.” — Sir Edmund Burke 

Muerte a tiranos! 

Robert G. Wheaton 

San Antonio, Texas 


tamper-proof locks e Other methods for 
bypassing lock mechanisms ¢ And much 
more! The Complete Guide to Lock 
Picking is a detailed, illustrated instruc- 
tion manual for picking a// types of locks! 
5% x 8%, 80 pp, 60 illos, soft cover. $7.95. 


422.442. SEBS BERET 
Send me the books checked below: 


O The Complete Guide to Lock Pick- Name 
ing ($7.95) Address 


O How to Make Your Own Profes- 
sional Lock Tools: 0 #1 ($5.95) 0 #2 City/State/Zip 


($5.95) 0 #3 ($5.95) O All 3 ($15.00) LOOMPANICS UNLIMITED ag 
Ree $2.00 postage & handling. PO Box 1197, P. Townsend, WA 98368 oS 


techniques, carrying cases, and more! Vol 
3: Pick guns, simulators, tools for tubular 
locks, and more! 

Vol 1: 5% x 8%, 31 pp. 24 illos, soft cover: $5.95 
Vol 2: 5% x 8%, 50 pp, 24 illos, soft cover: $5.95 
Vol 3: 5% x 8%, 44 pp, 28 illos, soft cover: $5.95 

SPECIAL: All 3 volumes for only $15.0011 

WARES Aaaaaaaas, 


. 


A TANK... 


Sirs: 
In answer to Brig. Gen. (Ret.) 
Eugene M. Lynch’s ‘‘Why Doesn’t 


SAG 


p 
O KILL H 
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T-SHIRTS! 


#101 - 7 color transfer 
white shirt. 


SMCXL Only 1. 95 


#102 - Soldiers uniform comes 
in 3 color camouflage. 


For Black 
T-Shirt 
Add 
$1.00 
Either 


USA. Ist PLACE MAKE MY DAY! 


SEND MONEY ORDER OR CHECK 
“MR. LUCKY’S”’ 


1080 LONG RUN ROAD 


NAME 
ADDRESS 
CITY 
STATE 


YOU CAN BE AN EXPERT 
y GUNSMITH IN LESS THAN 
SIX MONTHS 
| START NOW AND EARN YOUR DIPLOMA 
AT HOME IN YOUR SPARE TIME. 
OUR FAMOUS STAFF OF EXPERTS WILL TEACH YOU: 
© BASIC/MASTER GUN REPAIR » CUSTOMIZING » CHOKES 
* ACCURIZING © BLUEING * SPORTERIZING © SCOPES 
* BALLISTICS SECRETS © HOW TO BUY WHOLESALE 
© RELOADING FOR PISTOL AND RIFLE © SHOTGUNS 
» HOW TO GET YOUR FEDERAL FIREARMS LICENSE 
PLUS MUCH MORE! 
PROVEN METHODS—CHARTS~ EXPLODED VIEWS 
ACCREDITED & APPROVED BY STATE & NATIONAL 
AGENCIES & BY THE V.A. FOR GI BENEFITS 
OVER 40,000 STUDENTS SINCE 1946 
MAIL TODAY OR CALL (602) 990-8346 


Piease RUSH full info on how | can become a profes: 
sional gunsmith the QUICK, easy home study way. 
E No obligation. No salesman will call. | 


NAME AGE 
ADDRESS 


m CITY STATE up if 
ij MODERN GUN REPAIR SCHOOL, dept. GA84 
2538 N. 8TH ST., PHOENIX, ARIZONA 85006 § 
= eS SS ee oe 
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e McKEESPORT, PA 15132 


[awe [8 [wt [a ro] 
Glin 
|e laa glee | 


Note: Personal checks take 3-4 
weeks to clear. Sorry no C.0.0. 
Delivery 4-6 weeks or sooner, 


WE WELCOME INQUIRIES FOR 
WHOLESALE OR DISTRIBUTERS 


for Catalog 

on Knives and 

receive a free 

brochure on BALI- 

SONG Opening & 

Knife Fighting Tech- 

niques in Super 8mm 

Color Film, VHS & Beta. 
Send to: 


WORLD BALI- 


SONG SOCIETY 
1428 S. Gaffey Street 
San Pedro, CA. 90731 


the American Infantryman Have a 
Weapon That Can Kill a Tank at a 
Reasonable Range?”’ (see ‘‘The 
Chink in our Antitank Armory,” SOF 
April ’84): The good general 
presents a great case for WWII and 
Korean War vets who actually faced 
enemy armor with inadequate 
antitank weapons. He steps on my 
personal toes, however, when he 
says the Vietnam vet has no 
experience against enemy armor, 
and won’t be able to stop Ivan’s 
tanks. 

As section leader of jeep-mounted 
M220 Guided Missile (TOW) units 
with the National Guard, I sincerely 
believe we can fire up any tank, 
from any angle and turn it to flaming 
scrap. The best Russian tank gun 
has a maximum range of 1,800 
meters; the TOW has a (new) 
maximum range of 3,650 meters, 
giving us first-strike capabilities. 

The general argued against this 
heavy crew-served weapon, wringing 
his combat-weary hands over the 
fate of the individual infantryman, 
on the line, under fire and facing the 
best armored force in the world. 

He never once mentioned the 
Dragon — 29.5 pounds including 
round and tracker, 1,000-meter 
range, steel penetration one foot, 
able to defeat Ivan’s heaviest armor 


MILITARY HISTORY 


ON VIDEOCASSETTES 


The other side of 

World War Two: 

original German 

_ combat newsreels 

and feature films 

of the great bat- 

tles. Rare Allied 

documentaries. Korea, Vietnam and 

contemporary Soviet Army films. Classic 

political/revolutionary films from 1905 

through the 1970's. Over 200 titles, 

reproduced from original source 

materials. A masterful study of propa- 

ganda. Send $1.00 (refundable) for 
illustrated catalog to: 

INTERNATIONAL HISTORIC FILMS 

Box 29035, Chicago, Illinois 60629 


Ruger 10/22° — 
Dress-Up Accessories 
by Feather Enterprises 


Ventilated Barrel Shroud w/ 360 Swivel ...... 
QD Scope Mi & Mililary Sight System ........ s59°° | 
Ventilated Handgquard..... 0.2... 2. cess eee 510% 

Other Accessories: 1 for Gompiete 


Flash hider —‘Bipod Slings Catalog o 
Stocks Scopes Mags Free with order 


FEATHER ENTERPRISES 


2500 Central Avenue e Boulder. Co. 80301 (303) 442-7021 
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and fired by one infantryman. 

Gen. Lynch mentioned the RPG-7 
as though it were the only hand-held 
antitank weapon in the world. Not 
one word about the M72A2 LAW — 
maximum range 200 meters, weight 
5.2 pounds. The M72A2 LAW is 
issued to each member of a rifle 
squad as a round of ammunition to 
be carried in addition to individual 
weapons. Two or more LAWS per 
infantryman makes some hot hell 
givin’. 

The M72A2 LAW is an effective 
antitank weapon currently standard 
issue. The Dragon and the M72A2 
LAW are now being used by 
infantry units, mainly in training 
exercises. 

Those of us in active antitank 
squads know we have the capability 
of killing any tank with current 
weapons. 

Gen. Lynch is welcome to join us 
this summer, when National Guard 
units demonstrate the killability of 
our light, medium and heavy 
antitank weapons. 

Michael J. Ready 
Indiana National Guard 


CA 
PUSHES FONDA... 
Sirs: 

I wrote RCA a fairly restrained 
letter [about the Jane Fonda 
exercise videotape] saying, in part, 
“T remember when Jane Fonda was 
in Hanoi consorting with the enemy 
while my friends were dying in 
South Vietnam. | will never 
knowingly buy anything produced or 
endorsed by Jane Fonda or any 
other communist or traitor.” 

Attached is a copy of RCA’s reply. 
] urge every SOF reader to send 
RCA a 13-cent postcard to tell them 
we don’t need Jane Fonda or 
anything she endorses. 

Don Cable 

Lovelady, Texas 
RCA’s W.T. Collins responded to 
Cable’s letter by denying that 


WILDERNESS 
SURVIVAL 
KNIFE : 


5” Blade eB > 


92” overall length ‘ 
Money Back Guarantee! ‘al 


with Sharpening Stone and Sheath 


Military Edge 
3341 W. Peoria Ave., Suite 415 
Phoenix, Arizona 85029 


$18.50 each include $1.50 postage and handling. 


2 for $35.00. We pay postage. 
AZ residents add 6% sales tax. 


Send Cashier’s Check, Money Order or use your 
MC/Visa. Include acct. #, exp. date and signature. 
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FULL - AUTO 


Here Is an un-retouched photo (TRI-X at 1/1000 sec.) 
showing what the M19-A BB Submachine Gun likes to do 
best - BLAST BOTTLES TO BITS! (in a safe place please!). 
Spitting 3,000 BB's per minute well over 50 yards says 
one thing - FIREPOWER! It's simple to use too - just pour 
In BB's (3,000 maximum) pop in the compressed air or 
one pound can of Freon (as pictured - available at auto, 
air conditioning, and hardware stores) and watch out - 
another MI19-A is on the prowl. Get in on the 
AUTO-ACTION and order your M19-A today. Oh yes, if 
you're o pistolero get the M19-AMP. it's a smaller pistol 
version that performs exactly like its big brother the 
M19-A, Better yet, get em 


both, 
$39.00 each or both for $75.00 


OFFER VOID WHERE PROHIBITED BY LAW. SEND TO: 
LARC INT., P.O. BOX 460, MAITLAND, FL 32751 
[305] 339-6699 FL RESIDENTS ADD 6% SALES TAX 


The famous C.1.A. 
‘Get out of jail free’’ card 


An exact reprint of the C.I.A. Covert Opera- 
tions 1.D. card carried by members of the 
SOG (Studies and Observations Group) In 
S.E. Asia during the Viet Nam Era. 

**. . Do not detain or question him! He is 
authorized to wear civilian clothing, carry 
unusual personal weapons, pass into res- 
tricted areas, requisition equipment of ail 
types...” 

‘Sf he ts killed, do not remove this document 
from him! Etc. . . printed in three colors! 


SOLD AS A WAR $5.00 
RELIC ONLY! guaranteed! 


Devil’s Brigade 
Box 392 
Mt. Ida, Arkansas 71957 


LIFEKIT™ POCKET SURVIVAL KIT 


Aluminum. waterproof. resealable container has compass, 
¢ matches, fishing kit. wire saw, energy bar, tea, snare wire. 
needles, antibiotic cream. bandages, tourniquet, razor, suture, 
and more! So light it Nostsi So smal} you’! never leave it behind! 

. 


MANXIWR' AT”: 5 OF. MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 
SEND $19.95 to Box 771 
LIFEKIT Santa Monica, CA 90406 


eeoeeeeeeeeeeeseeee eee eee eo 


THIS MUST BE SIGNED. 
| AFFIRM THAT | AM 18 YEARS OR OLDER, 


SIGNED 

SEND ME:[_|M19-A [_|M19-AMP 
PRINT OR TYPE THE FOLLOWING: 

NAME 


SF-08 


STREET. 


CITY, STA’ 


2p 
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CANNON FUSE 


7 © Waterproof 
® Heavy Duty 
. © Non-Flickering 


Rated Grade AAA. Our Cannon Fuse has 4 coats 
of varnish to make it 100% waterproof. Burns 
Steady, without flickering, even in the harshest 
conditions. Shipped in neat, machine-wound 
coils of 50’, 100’, or 150 lengths (we also cus- 
tom cut to any length, call for pricing). 


Burn Time: 30 seconds/ft.; Type: Green, 
waterproof; Dimensions: 3/32” dia. x 50’, 100’, 
or 150’ coil. 


#WP-12 50 ft. ........... $9.95 
#WP-12 100 ft. .......... $16.95* 
#WP-12 150 ft. .......... $23.95* 
" FREE with 100’ coll: 3 Mini Smoke Grenades 

FREE with 150’ coil: 6 Mini Smoke Grenades 

{Volume 3,000 cu. ft. HC White) 

VISA/MC & COD phone orders shipped 
immediately! CALL: (617) 922-8262. 
Free Shipping in continental U.S. via 
U.P.S. only. Personal checks held 4 wks. 
Not for sale outside of U.S.A. 


Send S.A.S.£. for Free catatog (incl. w/order) 
Dealer Inquiries invited 


YANKEE MANUFACTURING CO. 


59 Chase St., Beverly, MA 01915 
17) 922-8262 
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1984 SOF CONVENTION 
19-23 September 


Od SAVARAYE: 


Hotel and Casino 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE will hold its 
fifth annual convention at the Sahara 
Hotel and Casino, Las Vegas, Nev., 19- 
23 September 1984. The headquarters 
hotel has 800 rooms available at $43.00 
per single or double occupancy. The 
Sahara reservation line is (800) 634- 
6666. One-hundred additional rooms 


are available at the El Rancho Hotel at 
$40.00 per single or double occupancy. 
Phone (702) 739-2222. You must iden- 
tify yourself as an SOF Conventioneer. 
The entire Sahara Hotel has been re- 
served for this convention, but you must 
register early. 


CONVENTION SCHEDULE 


Three Gun International Combat Match 


Rappelling Course 


Seminars by Noted Experts and Authors 


SOF Arms Show ’84 
Firepower Demonstration 
Awards Ceremony 
Convention Banquet 


THREE GUN MATCH: The world- 
famous Three Gun International Com- 
bat Shooting Match will be held at the 
Desert Sportsman Rifle and Pistol Club 
19-21 September. Entrance is by in- 
vitation only and competitors must 
write for an application. Send SASE to 
David Arnold, 130 Duff Dr., Grafton, 
VA 23692. This year 150 shooters will 
compete for more than $50,000 in 
cash and prizes. First prize is $10,000. 
All shooters wishing to bring a guest to 
the range must purchase a range quest 
pass for $35. Range guest passes will 
also allow the quest free access to the 
banquet Saturday night, Transporta- 
tion to the range will be provided for all 
shooters and guests. Shooters must 
reqister at the Sahara Space Center 
lobby between 1200 and 1900 hrs. 
Tuesday, 18 September. Shooter reg- 
istration fee is $200. 


19-21 September 
19-21 September 
20-22 September 
21-23 September 
22 September 
22 September 
22 September 


CONVENTIONEERS: Preregistra- 
tion fee is $100. This provides free 
admission to all activities and events 
and includes one banquet ticket. All 
convention activities, with the excep- 
tion of the SOF Arms Show, are closed 
to the public. Preregistration forms 
must be postmarked NLT 31 August 
1984. You may pick up your conven- 
tion schedule and badge anytime be- 
tween 1200 hrs., 18 September and 
1400 hrs., 22 September at the Sahara 
Space Center lobby. Requests for re- 
funds must also be postmarked NLT 
31 August 1984. All conventioneers 
must preregister. 


RAPPEL: If you want to rappel send 
SASE to Fritz Borchardt, POB 548, 
Nederland, CO 80466. 


1984 SOF CONVENTION PREREGISTRATION FORM* 
Mail to SOF CONVENTION ’84, P.O.Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306 


_— Find my conventioneer’s check or money order 


($100 per person). 


Amount enclosed $ 


— Find my shooter’s check or money order ($200 per person). 


Amount enclosed $ 


(List each Conventioneer’s name, address and telephone number) 


(ARMS SHOW EXHIBITORS SEE FORM ON P.85) 


NAME 
ADDRESS 
STATE 


CITY 


ZIP ___ PHONE: 


* Preregistration form and refund requests must be postmarked NLT 31 August 
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promoting Fonda’s commercial 
ventures represented any 
“commentary” on Fonda’s politics. 
(And people call SOF mercenary.) If 
Collins’ statement does not represent 
complicity, the least it shows is 
narrow-minded venality. Money may 
be the only argument RCA 
understands, so SOF readers should 
show them what share of the video 
market RCA could be missing. 
Notice of your displeasure with 
RCA’s perhaps unwitting 
contribution to Ms. Fonda’s political 
aspirations should be addressed to 
Mr. W.T. Collins, Division Vice 
President, Consumer Affairs, 
Consumer Electronics Division, 600 
North Sherman Drive, P.O.B. 1976, 
Indianapolis, IN 46206. —The Eds 


.S. DOLLARS 
ARMING SOVIETS?... 
Sirs: 

I have read that the Kama River 
truck factory complex that was built 
in the Soviet Union by million dollar 
loans from Chase Manhattan has 
produced tanks and trucks used in 
Afghanistan through the assistance 
of our Export-Import Bank. My 
question is this: Why do we worry 
about the plight of the poor Afghan 


DIRTY WEAPON - 
EARLY GRAVE 


$14°5 p.p.d. 


UNIVERSAL CLEANING KIT 


Sealed in package, complete with contents of M16 bore 
and chamber brush, adaptor with .30 and .45 caliber brush, 
duoble-headed general purpose cieaning brush. 5-piece 
steel cleaning rod, %-oz. oil bottle and nylon olive drab 
heavy-duty pack cloth pouch with snap closure and belt 
keeper. U.S. marked. 

We supplied the Rangers who parachuted into Grenada with their kits. 


WARRIOR’S WAREHOUSE 


P.O. Box 740 ¢ Hinesvile, Ga. 31313 


RAIDER 
FEDORA 


19% 5a 


A revival of an old favorite. Harrison Ford wore one like 
this in Raiders Of The Lost Ark, reminding us of how 
much adventure a man in a fedora can find. Our version 
is of special wool felt, finer textured and stiffer for im- 
proved shape retention over ordinary felts. Features a 
tapered 5” crown with triangular crease and 2 side tucks, 
a 2%” brim and a deep brown grosgrain band. Fully lined 
with rayon satin. Sizes 6% thru 72. 

We honor VISA and MASTERCARD. 

Cali Toll Free 800-334-5476. 

Write for FREE Catalog! 


ales Dept. J-64 
P.O. Box 1600, Chapel Hill, NC 27515 
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AIRCRAFT OF VIETNAM 


Limited Edition 
Pilot/Survival Knife Series 


The Bell “Huey” UH-1D 


First in a series of séven official 
pilot knives; commemorating the 
most important aireraft used by- 
U.S. forces in. Vietnam. 


You could hear the thump-thump-thump of the rotor blades cut- 
ting through the thick air well before they were visible. The 
“Hueys.’' The sight of them coming in low over the LZ stirred strong 
feelings. As one Vet put it, ““Hueys pulled us out of some pretty nasty 
places. They were invaluable.” 


The UH-1D saw extensive use in Vietnam as a troop transport and 
medevac. Specialized configurations sported 7.62 miniguns or 
M6OD's in door mounts as fire support while dropping troops into a 
hot LZ. 


The Bell '‘‘Huey'’ UH-1D is the first in a series of seven air- 
craft commemorative knives. Each aircraft will be an- 
nounced one per month for seven consecutive months. 
ONLY 1000 OF EACH KNIFE WILL BE MADE. Each is 
individually serial numbered. Buyers of this first in the series, 
the Huey UH-1D, will have first choice for their reserved 
serial numbers in each of the following knives. Specific 
number requests will be honored if available on a first come 
basis. 


oouctions 1) | 


PO Box 2903, Dept. SF e Joliet, IL 60434 © (815) 467-5300 ! 
SPECIALISTS IN INVESTMENT GRADE COMMEMORATIVES 4 


Satisfaction Guaranteed or 
return immediately on receipt 


O) Enclosed find my check or money order 
for Bell ‘‘Huey” UH-1D Limited 
Edition Pilot/Survival Knives at $39° ea. 
plus $2°° for Shipping/Handling. 


Yes. I am interested in purchasing the en- 
tire series with the same serial number. 
Enclosed is a check or money order for 
$95 representing payment in full for the 
first knife and a deposit on the remaining 
six. I understand that I will be invoiced 
as each knife becomes available. 
iNumber request 
INinois residents must add 6%% sales tax. 


Mast 
Please charge $. tomy O Visa ca¥d - 


Charger a Exp. 


Each commemorative knife includes a sheath, spec sheet on 
the aircraft and signed letter from Camillus Cutlery verifying 
that this is the same knife issued to U.S. Pilots during the 
Vietnam conflict. Biguatane 
SWI as 
4 . 
roJuctions 1) 


P.O. Box 2903, Joliet, IL 60434 (815) 467-5300 
SPECIALISTS IN INVESTMENT GRADE COMMEMORATIVES 


C—O a 


City = State Zip 


a 
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DIESEL GENERATOR 
OWN YOUR OWN ELECTRIC COMPANY! 


ENGINE 1S OLD FASHIONED . LOW 
SPEED « HEAVY » ECONOMICAL . 
GENERATOR IS MADE IN AMERICA 

- BY WINCO 

8) THE WINNCHARGER PEOPLE 

Of . RELIABLE » SUPERIOR QUALITY « 
ENGINE I$ BUILT TO LAST A 
MILLION MILES* (WITH PROPER 


e LOW COST @ NO MIDDLE MEN @ 


8000 WATT 110-220 WITH ELECTRIC 
STARTER - RETAIL VALUE $6,000 


CARE) AND THEN THE FIRST 
OVERHAUL IS FREE! SAVE BY 


BUYING DIRECT FROM THE 
$2, 25 Oi 30 DAY MONEY BACK 


ORDER NOW 
(619) 464-6030 


LARGEST DIRECT SUPPLIER OF DIESEL POWERED 
GENERATORS SINCE 1977. 


CHINA 
DIESEL (=. 
IMPORTS: 


a NAME 


STATE 


GUARANTEE - FREE 
SPARE PARTS & TOOLS 


“Game us running 60 mph fer 20,000 heures. Prices ond specifications subject te 
change. Prices do net I 


T CALL NOW OR SEND C 
i 


ade ubippleg, wo codex tax except Cellf, reaktents 


ZIP PHONE ( ) 


15749 Lyons Valley Road, Jamul, Calif. 92035 


367-FFF 4 color on Turquoise T-Shirt 


oe —T-SHIRTS__ 


! of Multi Color Designs & Made in U.S.A. 


SHIRT COST: $8.00 each which includes 1st 


class mail in U.S.A. & CANADA. 

TO ORDER: Fill in all information, clip coupon, 
enclose check, money order or cash and mail to 
RJS-T-SHIRTS, INC. P.0. BOX 504, Fanwood, 
NJ. 07023. 


333-KCM 4 color on Olive Drab T-Shirt 
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*368-TNK 4 color on Olive Drab T-Shirt 


365-EAT 6 color on Olive Drab T-Shirt 


@ Many otherdesigns are available inS,M,L,XL 

@ Children sizes are available in many different 
designs 

@ Many designs are available in men’s long 
sleeve T-SHIRTS. 

CATALOGS: Come free with each order placed. 


@ Catalog wanted without orders please 
send $1.00 tocover the cost of handling and 
istclass mail, 


343-KFM 5 color on Olive Drab T-Shirt 


354-MER 4 color on Olive Drab T-Shirt 


in his fight for survival against Ivan 
when we sell out our own 
technology to the Soviets? 

Have any of the staff at SOF ever 
faced this contradiction in U.S. poli- 
cy before? Don’t fall off your chair 
laughing if you have. It should be no 
surprise to us that David Rockefeller 
advertised the first branch of the 
C.M. Bank in Moscow and Peking 
on the pages of the Wall Street 
Joumal. 

It's a damned shame that the 
Brave Soldiers of the free world 
have to fight and die trying to 
preserve what's left of freedom, only 
to have these efforts undermined by 
home-spun diplomats and 
political-peace-at-any-price pushers. 

I hope the Soviets do us the 
distinct honor of boycotting us at the 
Olympics this year and stay home. 
We don’t need any more criminals 
in L.A. Especially after the murder of 
KAL 007 over the Sea of Japan last 
August. 

God help us if we forget the 
memory of men like Larry 
McDonald and others who lost their 
lives in the war against the very 
tyrants the West has so foolishly 
assisted. 

M. Pizzuti 
Fresno, Calif. 


FOREIGN OVERSEAS ORDERS ONLY 
$10.00 each item to cover airmail expense 


NAME: 


362-SF1 4 color on Olive Drab T-Shirt 


ADDRESS; 


CITY: 


Grand Total 
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001/84 


SOF EXCHANGE © P.O. Box 687, Boulder. CO 80306 


Phone (303) 449-3750 


ABOVE: SOF Duffle Bag. 16”x9”x8”. As seen at the ’83 SOF Convention in Las 
Vegas. Sturdy canvas construction. Black w/yellow and red logo. $10.95. BE- 
LOW LEFT: SOF T-shirt. “Visit Lebanon — Help a Syrian Meet Allah” backed 
with “Hey, we just stepped in 
some Shiite!” 50/50 cotton/poly 
blend. Sizes S, M, L, XL. Tan 
only. $7.95. 


T-SHIRTS 
2B — Soldier of Fortune (with Logo) 
— $7.95. 2G — Peace through Su- 
perior Firepower — $7.95. 2H — 


ABOVE: SOF Sport Shirt. 50/50 cotton/poly blend. Sizes S, M, 
L, XL. Navy only. $14.95. SOF/HK T-shirt. 50/50 cotton/poly 
blend. Sizes S, M, L, XL. Black only. $7.95. BELOW RIGHT, 
TOP TO BOTTOM: Soldier of 

Fortune Ring; stainless steel 

with sterling silver logo; 

most sizes available; 

$59.95. Soldier of Fortune 

Military-Style Buckle; 

chrome with silver drop log- 

o; $10.95 (belt not in- 

cluded); Soldier of Fortune 

Bali Cap; maroon, or brown 

camo; $5.95. 


Nuke Iran $7.95. 2K — Death Rides 
A Pale Horse $7.95. 2R — Special 
Forces — Living by Chance, Loving by Choice, Killing by Profession 
$8.95. 2S — Marines — Let Me Win Your Hearts and Minds or I'll Bum 
Your Damn Huts Down $8.95. 2U — CAMMO Short Sleeve T-Shirt (no 
printing) $7.95. 2X — CAMMO Jogging Shorts — Green or Rrown 
$6.95. 3L — Southeast Asia War Games — 2nd Place $7.95. 


SOF Ring 


veld’ n " 
CLOSE OUT SPECIALS SOF Belt Buckie 
Convention 1980 $2.50. 9042 Convention 1981 $2.50. 9043 Conven- 
tion 1982 $4.00. 9045 Southeast Asia $3.50. 9046Patience My Ass I’m 
Going Out and Kill Something $3.50. 9047What Price Now OPEC! 
$3.50. 9048 RLI — 1st Commando $3.50. 9049 Happiness is a Con- 
firmed Kill $$3.50. 9050 Apocalypse $3.50. 9051 Angola Headhunters 
$3.50. 9052 Advice to Every Terrorists $3.50. 9053 Vet. Vietnam Type, 
One Each $3.50. 


SOF Ball Cap 
Mail to: SOF EXCHANGE, 884, P.O. Box 687, Boulder, CO 80306 


ITEM 


TEKNA LITE CLOSE OUTS 
Limited Supplies Left! 


9019 T-1700 — TEKNA LITE I Black — rechargeable 

9018 T-1700-0 Same as above only in Orange 

9019 T-1705 — TEKNA LITE I — Black — non-rechargeable. . 
9020 T-1705-0 Same as above only in Orange...........-., He 
9021 T-1900 TEKNA LITE Ili — Black — Rechargeable 

9022 T-1900-0 Same as above only in Orange 

9023 T-1905 TEKNA LITE III — Black — non-rechargeable .. . 
9024 T-1905-0 Same as above only in Orange 

9025 T-2000X TEKNA LITE II — Black 

9026 T-2000X-0 Same as above only in Orange 


WEAPONS ACCESSORIES 


9030 MINI-14 Forearm ........ Bei: eee: Pe ee : ADDRESS = 
9031 MINI-14 Match Peep Sight : CITy. 
9032 MUZZLE Mizer — AR15/M16, CAR/15, AR/180 
9033 MUZZLE Mizer — HK91 

9034 MUZZLE Mizer — HK93 

9035 


DESCRIP. 


Postage & Handling 


3% Sales Tax (CO res.) 


TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED 


a EE OE ee ee 


— |. | eer 

We accept telephone orders on MasterCard & VISA — call us at (303) 449-3750. Sony, no 
collect calls accepted! PLEASE INCLUDE $1.75 FOR THE FIRST MEM ORDERED — 
INCLUDE 75¢ FOR EACH ADDITIONAL ITEM FOR POSTAGE AND HANDLING, Overseas 
orders add 30%. PLEASE ALLOW 4-6 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY. 
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STOCKS 


From Choate Machine and Tool 


agit —r/‘a ONE PIECE 


= 2 MINI STOCK 
\ ye MINI14® DULL 

a \\ HANDGUARD $8 $44.95 aiack zire 
ALSO 10/22 $44.95 ie? ONE PIECE US MI CARBINE STOCK $44.95 


10/22 FOLDER [eage a a 
$67.95 a HANDGUARD $9.95 


NITEX MATCH Ss $799 


MINI-14° 
BLACK ZITEL HANDGUARD $ 


FLASHIDER 14.95 
DULL BLACK 


= MINI-14°AND 
CARBINE FOLDER 


$67.95 


AR-15 / M16 BUTT STOCK 


OFFHAND NOTCH 3/4” LONGER $30 
ROUND HANDGUARD $24.95 


=, 


FOR USE WITH 16 V 


BARREL OR LONGER | AY $45 iack 
FOREND $12 Z ‘  BARRELEXT. *21 


BUTT STOCK $45 
1100 $20 


BUTT STOCK $45 
oo 


DULL BLACK 


ee ae — 870/ITHACA 37 $9.95 
WIN 1200 available 

aoe MATCHING FOREND MOSS 500 

BENELLI $590 


870/SW 3000 gs | 870/WIN 1200 
SIDE FOLDER $74 TOP MOSSBERG 500 
WITH FOREND FOLDER = H-STD $§ 9.95 


(IF UNDER $75—ADD $3 UPS 
IF OVER $5.00) 
SEND $2 FOR 40 PAGE CATALOG ———_) 


SS 
VISA 
as 


7201 AVENIDA LA COSTA NE 
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87109 1°505/821°4946 


ISA/M.C./Am.Ex.C.0.D.-TOLL FREE-24 hrs:800-824-\4%' Compact,220” range $9.97! 
.C. 4 A ALES: sy’ $40.97! 6" 
47888: AK/HI. 800-824-7919 Opr. 720. "own fg Sdsginiin Gath range sil OTt 
i Wee IMMED. DELIV. Jor sce To BELLE ool RIGINAL Jivaro Blowgun' 8'Super-Mag (2-piece) 450’f 
Feo USAMSd® \NMiAZON SY ons. Sinen Add a for above § 
: 1 Take-Down Camo models! 

* Extra darts §3.50100" $5.95 


\ + t y { 
a ae §2 guns get 600 Fou ey 
13 1 ie % je P \\ ae 2 quiver! patches! muzzle guard} 
i BREE We 7 . flareets! carry box ($22 § 
eee £8 ae an freebies)! Buy 3 SAME +f 
Beg OAFTS BB oem N NG Aare pie 2 cleaning rod + 900!$32 freebies!] 
eee uae We is ©Buy 4 SAME + 1100+ Mini- 
. gun! $51 free! Buy 5 SAME +} 
fh. 1300+ free 7th gun!$65 free!6 | 
Speen Bech Add 
9S postage pd. Hl 
‘\ ae ; ‘ : A: 30-day moneyback if not de-| 
USE 30D: ) reer eet red powcr dar iesojlighted! IF broken in 25 yrs. 
AT. OUR_RISK-! : = 7) ‘we'll replace! HOUSE OF § 
a SILENT, ssed WEAPONS, INC., Box 794-S, § 
: . " Provo, Utah 84603. Send cash, ff 
breath gives amazing power! Pierces ¥2" plywood! Rugge cal.ch a { 45 17/5¥z only ff 
vaninum., 138 steel_darts, carry case, instructions. |-piece models’ Sigs Bpay™ rea Y DEL Gy 
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THOMPSON/CENTER Ff 


TO THE STREETS 


Continued from page 55 


and I popped up and ran across the road in a 
crouch to lead the way, as tracers from a 
guerrilla .30-caliber machine gun some 500 
meters away bounced off the ground no 
more than 20 meters to my left. We scooted 
under a barbed-wire fence and bolted to a 
jag of rock. The troops fanned out. Taking 
cover in a dried creek behind a mud hovel 
with about a half dozen men, we saw that 
the guerrillas had fallen back. We chased 
them through a thicket and into an open 
field, under voluminous fire, to the cover of 
a 10-foot mound. We were sucking air like 
mad. 

Capt. Turcios radioed we were ready to 
storm the town. We ran through coffee 
patches, backyards and alleys into a cob- 
blestone street. Gunfire echoe among the 
adobe houses. We cautiously advanced, 
hugging walls and running across intersec- 
tions. A few villagers were standing by their 
doorway. The captain asked them about the 
guerrillas’ whereabouts. They pointed in 
several directions. 

Just as the north end calmed, fierce fight- 
ing erupted to the south. Lenca Battalion 
troops had caught a guerrilla band in flight. 
We barreled into the fray. Guerrillas on the 
outskirts poured slugs into town with a 
vengeance. 

Bummm, shhhhhhhhhhh...We ducked 
behind a corner for cover...Boom! The 
rebel RPG fell short, slamming into a slope. 
The troops at the forefront answered with a 
LAW. We joined a dozen men behind a wall 
and hightailed it to ground overlooking the 
rebel positions. Gunfire crescendoed and 
the antagonists shouted obscenities to each 
other over the din. Capt. Turcios unfolded a 
map on the ground and called for artillery 
support. But for unknown reaasons it didn’t 
come and the guerrillas escaped to the hills. 
We cursed the missed opportunity. 

Skirmishing renewed on the northern 
periphery. A guerrilla machine gun opened 
fire on a Huey evacuating the op’s only 
casualties; a dead corporal (by friendly fire) 
and a private wounded in the leg. The army 
retaliated with M60s, mortars and, finally, 
Yugoslav 105mm howitzers. The last of the 
guerrilla remnants was silenced — another 
example of peace through superior firepow- 
er. 

The soldiers were jubilant. *“We won this 
battle!”’ gloated one. They recovered three 
guerrilla bodies and their AR15s and G3. 
They displayed two of the bullet-ridden 
corpses like trophies in the plaza. The 
townspeople jeered their zapped tormen- 
tors. One body was a mess. The troops 
dumped him on the street and asked, ‘*Who 
knows him?’’ Nobody answered. They 
piled him and his uniformed comrade into a 
wheelbarrow and lifted the two into a truck 
to be driven to the cemetery. 

The Salvadoran Army has improved, and 
SOF will do all it can to see that the im- 
provement continues. ® 
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FILM FEST. 


Censored and banned from televi- 
sion. Available only on Video Cassette 
in the original uncut version released 
by the Major Studios. 


TWO full length action packed features 
certain to jolt your nerves and satisfy 
the die-hard combat film buff. 
‘WARKILL” and “THE STEEL CLAW” 
stars George Montgomery and the ac- 
tual guerrilla veterans of the Pacific’s 
most savage WWII jungle warfare. 


3 HOURS PLUS! An action double-bill 
from a_ strafing-bombing run on 
Manila’s Dewey Bivd. to a last-ditch 
Alamo like battle guaranteed to have 
you gripping your armchair. 
Specify Beta or VHS 
Both full length features only $59.95 
(otal Running Time: 3 hrs. 45 min.) 
Send to: FERDE GROFE FILMS 
3100 Alrport Drive, Santa Monica, CA 90405 U.S. 
and Canada, add $2.50 shipping, foreign orders, add 
$3.50. CA res. add 612% Sales Tax. Visa & Master - 
Include card no. & expiration. 
ORDER TOLL-FREE (800) 854-0561, ext. 925. 
in Callf. (800) 432-7257, ext 925. 


BUGGED? 


The POCKET BUG DETECTOR 
silently alerts you to the pres- 
ence of any clandestine RF 
transmitter bug. Smaller than 
a cigarette pack. Manufacturer 
direct, $295. 


crime detection and personal defense 


devices are featur- 
ed in our latest __ 
catalog — available iw => 
for $10 refundable bo A\ 
against any future tt 
purchases. Please 
include payment 
with order. 


LAW 
ENFORCEMENT 
ASSOCIATES 


HARMON MEADOWS, 700 PLAZA DRIVE 
SECAUCUS, NEW JERSEY 07094 
(201) 751-0001 TELEX: 642073 LEA 
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MERC RIP-OFF 


Continued from page 69 


stayed on the plane for Paris, and I got off in 
Martinique. 

I was met by gendarmes with metal detec- 
tors. My bag set off some alarms. When the 
gendarmes gleefully began adding up 
charges, a couple of our French friends dis- 
missed them with a wave of the hand and 
told me not to worry. My weapons would be 
checked while I was in Martinique, and 
returned when I left. 

They also said Mitterand did not wish any 
embarrassment for France but, personally, 
they were pleased with what I had done. I 
just couldn’t do it in French territory. 

All former parachutists, these French 
were helpful, polite and anti-communist. I 
cannot speak too highly of them. They vis- 
ited while I waited for my connecting flight. 
Our logistics were interesting to them. 
Since the operation was blown, I shared 
information, and received great apprecia- 
tion. After business was done, they wanted 
to go out for brews. The jumpers’ fraternity 
is truly international. 

When I finally returned to New York, the 
hamsters, as I came to call anybody con- 
nected with the Council, contacted me. 
They said Boss was still in Europe. I was not 
to worry; he would be returning with written 
instructions for me since the KGB monitors 
transatlantic calls. We were going to carry 
on with the fight. 

That was good, because it was almost 
payday. But a week went by, and there was 
still no Boss. I was ready to get on a plane, 
go to Amsterdam and turn some hamsters 
upside down. Then Boss turned up. The 
hamsters had given him a counterfeit ticket. 
Our top-secret written instructions were that 
the Council was so busy trying to keep wel- 
fare and Dutch residency that they had no 
plans for further military action. 

That ends my story. But the Council for 
the Liberation of Surinam’s story is not yet 
done. They are still in business. 

They claimed to have been set up with 
Langley’s money through a foundation. It is 
probably your tax dollars that have been 
wasted. The Council told me that out of 
$500,000 (one year’s budget) they spent 
$400,000 in airline travel attending meet- 
ings. No wonder Bouterse and II other 
sergeants took the country without firing a 
shot! 

Bouterse should be overthrown: His 
administration is that bad. But when 
Bouterse falls, the Council for the Libera- 
tion of Surinam should have no part in anew 
government. The Surinamese people de- 
serve better. 

Our Surinamese recruits were good men. 
They lack the toughness of the Nicaraguans 
and the Vietnamese, but they made up for it 
in heart. 

I would like to take Surinam. It can be 
done. It should be done ... but not for the 
Council for the Liberation of Surinam. ® 


A Pound of Protection 


Beats an Ounce of Lead* 


SILENT PARTNER 


| Body armor you can’t afford to be without 


Stop kidding yourself. You will 
never wear your old-fashion ar- 
mor regularly. It’s too hot, too 
bulky, too uncomfortable. And 
carrying it around in the trunk of 
your car is a waste of space. You'll 
never have time to put it on If 
things get rough. 


THE ONLY ARMOR WORTH HAV- 
ING IS ARMOR YOU CAN WEAR 
ALL DAY EVERY DAY. 


And that means the Silent Partner 
T-shirt style standard model—1t2 
pounds of comfortable, conceal- 
able and effective armor from a 
maker whose name Is synonymous 
with quality from Miami to Manila, 


*In this case three 158-grain JHP .38 
Spl. +P 


Specify White (V or R) Black or Jungle Camo 
CREDIT CARD ORDERS 
For immediate shipment 
call, toll-free 
1 (800) 321-5741 
8:00 am - 6:00 pm CST 


MAIL TO: 

SILENT PARTNER, INC. 
612-618 THIRD ST. 
GRETNA, LA 70053 
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BULLETIN 
BOARD 


Continued from page 17 


from The Second Amendment 
Foundation, Dept. SOF, 125000 NE 
Tenth Place, Bellevue, WA 98005. 
Contributions to this foundation are 
tax-deductible. 


ARINE 
MANHUNT... 

Four Marine posthumous 
recipients of the Medal of Honor are 
to be honored by having ships 
named for them, but the USMC 
cannot find relatives to participate in 
the ceremonies. 

Anyone knowing the whereabouts 
of relatives of: PFC Eugene A. 
Obregon (whose parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Peter R. Obregon of 624 
Evergreen Avenue, Los Angeles, 
Calif., were presented with his medal 
after he was killed in Korea in 1950, 
saving the life of a wounded 
comrade), PFC James Anderson, Jr. 
(who attended Centenniel Sr. High 
School in Compton, Calif., and Los 
Angeles Harbor Community College, 
enlisted 17 Feb. 1966 and died 
saving the lives of other Marines by 
covering a grenade with his body in 
Vietnam in 1967), 1LT Baldomero 
Lopez (from Tampa, Fla., who died 
shielding other U.S. servicemen from 
a grenade with his own body on 15 
Sept. 1950 and was survived by his 
brother, Jose P. Lopez) or SGT 
Wm. R. Button (who died chasing 
outlaws in Haiti in 1921, and was 
survived by his father, Dr. William P. 
Button of 4323 Manchester Ave., 
and his mother, Sarah M. Harris of 
2907 Easton Ave., both from St. 
Louis, Mo.) should contact MAJ 
Paul Wisniewski in Washington, 
D.C., at (202) 694-2589, 654-2812 
or 654-5375. 


ERRORIST 
COURAGE... 
dust after 0730 on 4 April of this 
year, a bomb left in a small 
Japanese car was detonated across 
the street from the South African 
Department of Internal Affairs 
Durban's Victoria Embankment. 
Damage to property was limited to 
broken windows and cosmetic 
damage to buildings, but three 
passersby died in the blast: a white 
woman, an Indian woman and a 
black man. 
The African National Congress is 
blamed for the atrocity. f 
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CURRENT REQUIREMENTS — All ads MUST be received 
by the 15th, four months prior to issue cover date. Ad copy 
must be typed or written clearly with authorizing signa- 
ture, telephone number and payment. Advertisers offering 
information packets for a fee must send a sample of pack- 
et. Cost per insertion Is $1 per word — $20 minimum. 
Personal classified ads are 50 cents per word — $10 mini- 
mum. Name, address and telephone are to be included in 
the count. FOR EXAMPLE: P.O. Box 693 = 3 words; Boul- 
der, Colorado = 2 words; 80306 = 1 word. Abbreviations 
such as A.P., 20mm, U.S., etc., count as one word each. 
Hyphenated words and telephone numbers are counted 
as two words, We reserve the right to delete or change any 
copy which we determine to be objectionable. Mail to 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Classified, P.O. Box 693, Boulder, 
CO 80306. 

READERS OF CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING ARE 
ADVISED THAT SOF MAGAZINE DOES NOT HAVE THE 
ABILITY TO VERIFY VALIDITY OF EVERY ADVERTISE- 
MENT CONTAINED HEREIN. SHOULD ANY READER 
HAVE A PROBLEM WITH PRODUCTS OR SERVICES 
OFFERED BY A CLASSIFIED ADVERTISER, HE SHOULD 
SEEK ASSISTANCE FROM HIS NEAREST POSTAL IN- 
SPECTOR. 


LE MERCENAIRE! Monthly intelligence newsletter on terror- 
ism, communist subversion, covert operations. $12 year. $15 
overseas. Sample $2. LE MERCENAIRE, P.O. Box 507, 
Frederickstown, MO 63645. (90) 

PLASTIC EXPLOSIVES: Simple, step by step instructions to 
make powerful plastic explosives from common ingredients. 
Send money order $10 to: FREEDOM ARMS, Box 7072 HSJ, 
Springfield, MO 65801. (90) 

STATE PISTOL LAWS, regulations all states and Federal Gun 
Laws both $4. Police Catalog $2. SCHLESSINGER, P.O. Box 
882, New York, NY 10150. 


REGULATION INSIGNIA — ail military branches and police. 
Ail genuine, Over 1000 items including rank, wings, badges, 
miniature medals, NASA patches. Catalog $2; add $1 if 1st 
class mailing desired. KAUFMAN'S ARMY NAVY GOODS, 
Dept A-58, 504 Yale SE, Albuquerque, NM 87106. 


FANTASTIC SPACE-AGE 


ELECTRONICS 


LASER WEAPONS, INVISIBLE 
PAIN-FIELD GENERATORS, MORE... 


Survival writer descovers...secret 
sources for laser pistols, listening devices, 
ultrasonic pain field generators, paralyzing 
self-defense protectors, true 1.R. see-in-the- 
dark viewers, absolute security systems, bug 
detectors, voice scramblers, micro-trans- 
mitters, electronic tracking devices, ultra- 
sophisticated detection and surveillance equip- 
ment, police broadcast unscramblers, many 
more too “hot” to print. Send $1.00 for giant 
catalogue (get $2.00 credit) To: 

UNIVERSAL ELECTRONICS, Dept. F-8 
15015 Ventura Blvd., Ste #1653, Sherman Oaks, 
CA 91403 


FOR SALE. Genuine United States armed forces surplus clo- 
thing, individual equipment, packs, boots, survival gear, first 
aid packets, etc. Send $1 for our latest catalog to Steve J. 
Pedergnana, Jr., P.O. Box 1062, Oak Park, IL 60304. (87) 


FIREWORKS, BUY DIRECT. Price list, send $1 to ACE FIRE- 
WORKS, P.O. Box 221, Dept. F, Conneaut, OH 44030. (92) 


VIETNAM CATALOG (With free "Vietnam Photos”) $2. WWII | 


catalog $2. WAR SHOP, Rt.1, Box 154, Milford, DE 19963. 
(87) 

DEADLIEST FIGHTING SYSTEM! The feared and formidable 
Chinese Black Cobra style of oriental combat. Fight like a wild 
animal with advanced dynamic meditations to develop the 
unstoppable mental state and powers. Fully illustrated $9.95 
plus $1 p/h. Check or money order to: GREEN DRAGON 
SOCIETY, Dept. SF, 6810 North Sheridan, Chicago, IL 60626. 
(84) 


RAY-BAN SUNGLASSES — 25% OFF LIST PRICE. Also, 
USAF/NASA pilot sunglasses. All genuinel! Toll Free ordering 
and immediate shipment.Send long self-addressed stamped 
envelope for free brochure, KAUFMAN'S WEST ARMY AND 
NAVY GOODS, Dept. A-98, 504 Yale SE, Albuquerque, NM 
87106. 


SURVIVAL FOOD TABS am 


A Complete Meal In Tablet Form 

| -For Any Emergency 12 Per Day 
Provide Fast Energy And Lasting 
Endurance. 180 TABS $19.75 


THIS SPORTING LIFE 
P.O. BOX 123, DANIA, FLORIDA 33004 


WWII GERMAN WAR SOUVENIRS! Includes daggers, 
swords, helmets, everything} Illustrated catalog $10 (refund- 
able). DISCO, Box 331-X, Cedarburg, WI 53012. (82) 


MARAUDER’S SURPLUS: A compiete listing of elite com- 
mando and regular army surplus, at the best prices in the 
country. Send $1 for catalogue to MARAUDER’S ARMY SUR- 
PLUS, 8588 McKee Road, Upatoi, GA 31829. (83) 


IS SOMEONE LISTENING TO YOUR PHONE CONVERSA- 
TIONS? Telephone eavesdropping indicator $100, pocket bug 
detector $45, automatic phone recorder $125. FM Telephone 
wireless transmitter $100, long-range wireless mikes $45 to 
$150, bumper beeper set $800, sound activated recorder 
$150, special listening devices from $50, automatic recorder 
switches $40, new 1984 catalog $2. WYNN ENGINEERING 
COMPANY, 4327 Aspenglen Drive, Houston, TX 77084 (713) 
859-0531. (85) 


WANTED o& WANTED & WANTED 
MINIGUN PARTS $6 =—=7 
Also M-79 and M-203 Grenade Launcher Parts n 


Jonathan Arthur Ciener 
Clase II Manufacturer (305) 268-1921 
RD 2 © Box 66Y6 * 6850 Riveredge Drive « Titusville, Florida 32780 


FREE GERMAN WWII RELIC — Free origina! German WWIl 
relic! When ordering catalog of pre-1945 German flags, uni- 
forms, daggers, weapons. New finds! Illustrated catalog, $5. 
MILITARIA, Box 21-D, Grandy, MN 55029. (83) 


CAMOUFLAGE COLLECTION CATALOG — 32 pages — 
$1. Jackets, pants, cloth, caps, berets, insignia, more. Genuine 
Gl. KAUFMAN'S WEST ARMY NAVY GOODS, Dept. A-28, 
504 Yale SE, Albuquerque, NM 87106. 


PRIVACY — CONFIDENTIAL MAIL Forwarding/Receiving. 
Code name fine, street address, phone available, SASE. 
ORLANDO MAIL DROP, Box 18039SF 12, Orlando, FL 32860. 
(86) 


ANTI-BUGGING DEVICES: Locates hidden transmitters fast! 
Pocket unit alerts you to the presence of a bugging device, 
checks rooms, autos, phones, people. $45 complete, ready to 
use. WYNN ENGINEERING COMPANY, 4327 Aspenglen 
Drive, Houston, TX 77084 (713) 859-0531, Catalog of related 
devices, $2. (85) 


DOG TAGS, GENUINE GI — Commando black or stainless 
steel. Free brochure. Send stamped envelope. KAUFMAN'S 
WEST ARMY NAVY GOODS, Dept. A-88, 504 Yale SE, Albu- 
querque, NM 87106. 


ISSUE WOODLAND BDU's $40 per set; SWAT black BDU's 
$44 per set; add $2 per set for postage. RECON ONE, P.O. 
Box 6976 SOF, Stateline, NV 89449, 


CONVERT YOUR UZI to selective-fire semi or fully automatic 
weapon. One afternoon with simple hand tools can give you 
ULTIMATE AUTHORITY. All the step-by-step instructions, 
dimensioned drawings, and detailed explanations you need 
are in this report. The ten dollars it costs will buy you more 
peace-of-mind than commanding your own army. Even if you 
don't use it today, the information will already be in your library 
when you need it most. Send $10 to SOMERVILLE, P.O. Box 
7661, Silver Springs, MD 20910. (84) 


—KIMBERTAL— 


The Most Sought after Name In 
Doberman Pinschers 
and Rottweilers 


Champ.-sired pups bred for 
superior size, conformation, 
impeccable disposition. 
FULL HEALTH & TEMPERAMENT 
GUARANTEES 
SHIPPING WORLDWIDE. 
American Express, Visa 
and Master Charge 
KIMBERTAL KENNELS 
RFD1 Kimberton, Penna. 19442 215-933-4982 or 933-3600 
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NOW AVAILABLE! 


The Original a DW ENTURER’S™ © 


BULLWHIP 
gs Thick, 
ay High-Grade 
capt hi 
2b um wae <A 


eo OF AS 
Used in EXPEDITIONS Around the World 
* All HAND-PLAITED, THICK, oar 


renctuss = Wry WS ne 
PRICES: Length $99. 

Add 54s Shipping & Ins. In U.S.A. ae ene Sats 
preg hs 2 — LEATHER BELT CARRIER $8.95 


© A FORMIDABLE SURVIVAL TOOL * 
When Swung Property, KINETIC ENERGY Makes 
the TIP Of the ADVENTURER'S BULLWHIP~ MOVE 


CREDIT CARD PHONE ORDERS Cail (512) 697-8900 
Send VISA, CATTLE BARON LEATHER CO. 
MC, Check P.O. BOX 100724 Dept. SOF8. 
or M.0, To: SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 78201 


KNIVES, CAMOUFLAGE SURVIVAL KNIFE with cammo 
sheath and stone, $25; Butterfly knife 440 stainiess steel 412" 
blade, $23. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 


WOODLAND CAMOUFLAGE JUNGLE FATIGUES, as 
issued in El Salvador, rip-stop material, 4 pocket jacket, 6 
pocket pants, $52 per suit. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 
80221. MasterCard & VISA accepted! ; 


PEN GUN, .22 cal. you construct with ordinary tools and hard- 
ware store materials, $4.95. ENTIUM (S-X), Box 1650, Caro- 
lina, PR 00628. 


THE SURVIVOR'S MANUAL! 100 active disaster/defense 
skills iflustrated simplified! $12.95. ALLIED, Box 41323FJ, 
Phoenix, AZ 85080. 


MERC FOR HIRE: 43, work alone, short term only. Bounty 
hunting, Will take commission job. JIM, P.O. Box 415, Fair 
Oaks, CA 95628. (82) 


EXPLOSIVES AND INCENDIARIES: Instructions for making 
NAPALM $8.95; SUGAR EXPLOSIVE $8.95; and the easy to 
make, extremely destructive steel burning THERMITE IN- 


CENDIARY $12. All three, $20. AMERICAN INDUSTRIES, . 


P.O. Box 10073 G.S., Springfield, MO 65808. (90) 


LD. CARDS & CERTIFICATES. C.I.A., Special Forces, Ran- 
gers, SEAL Team, Recon, Scout-Sniper, S.O.G., Para-rescue, 
Airborne, Weapons Expert, Martial Arts, Police. Large Selec- 
tion with your Name, Rank, Unit, etc. Illustrated Brochure $1. 
KENWOOD ASSOCIATES, Box 66, Dept. 1, Long Green, MD 
21092. 


RANGER HANDBOOK — LATEST ISSUE $5; Ragnar Ben- 
son's — The Survival Retreat $8; plus $1 postage. RECON 
ONE, P.O. Box 6978 SOF, Stateline, NV 89449. 


GENUINE MEDALS — Collect/Replace Missing U.S./Foreign 
Decorations. Purple Heart $40; Silver Star $40; Bronze Star 
$35; Legion of Merit $35; Armed Forces Expeditionary $15; 
Vietnam Service $15; Vietnam Campaign/Sterling Yearbar 
$25. Add stamp in trade and $3 Postage. Most others avail- 
able. S.A.S.E. FOR FREE LIST. MARTIN LEDERMANN, 21 
Naples Road, Brookline, MA 02146. (617) 731-0000. (86) 


a 
FIREWORKS, High Quality, Fast Service. Price list $1. 
MOUNTAIN STATES NOVELTY, P.O. Box 90007, Casper, 
WY 82609. (86) 


DIVORCE DIRTY TRICKS. Fight smart! Protect properly, Win 
custody you want. Sharpest tactics. New 228-page book 
$14.95. Guaranteed. Details 25¢. EDEN, Box 8410-DD, Foun- 
tain Valley, CA 92708. (83) 


A GI SUPPLY 201-875-3252 
HEME. R.R. #1 BOX 782 Dept"o" | 
AUGUSTA, N.J. 07822 


Benele HAMMOC 


SHIPPING 
& POSTAGE 
- Catalog! 
We have not seen a hammock of this good quality ina 
long time. This Hammock is a copy of the Hammock used 
in WWII and Vietnam. It is a combination insect proof 
hammock or stake it as a tent. Full length canopy keeps 
you dry and the nylon netting keeps those flying * and 
crawling insects off of you. 
Cashiers check, money order. personal checks or Visa & Master Card 
gladly acceptea NOCOO's All merchanoise is 100% quaranteed 
Residents of Alaska Hawai and Puerto Aico add 5% for snipping 
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ee 
SILENCER. Copyrighted instructions on fabrication using 
ordinary tools and materials, $2.98. ENTIUM (S-X), Box 1650, 
Carolina, PR 00628. 


I ———_____——E———— eS 
MILITARY GOODS CATALOG — GENUINE GI — 32 pages 
$1. Complete with cammo fatigues, LC1 gear and equipment, 
DI hats, dummy grenades, jungle hats. lensatic compasses, 
military books, ponchos, boots, bayonets, and much much 
more. KAUFMAN'S WEST ARMY & NAVY GOODS, Depart- 
ment A-28, 504 Yale SE, Albuquerque, NM 87106. 


Ne Roe I Sete Ee 
BOUNTY HUNTING — Legal for anyone and very profitable! 
For legal statutes and employment information send $2 and 
SASE. Rush orders $3 cash. RESEARCH UNLIMITED, Box 
90, Depew, NY 14043. (85) 


CRIMEFIGHTERS. Send $2 for police catalog. B-PEC, Dept. 
SF483, 17122 Bellflower Bivd., Bellflower, CA 90706. (87) 


POLICE, FIRE AND RAILROAD badges and patches. Send 
$1 for list or $6 for next 12 monthly lists. BAIRD, Dept. SF1283, 
P.O. Box 444, Los Alamitos, CA 90720. (87) 


ee ee 
MONEY SOLUTIONS! End debts. Get new credit, jobs, de- 
grees. Financial privacy. Offshore opportunities, Free catalog. 
EDEN, Box 8410-SF, Fountain Valley, CA 92728. (83) 


FIREWORKS: Fun, Safe, Patriotic; top quality, countless 
items, lowest prices, illustrated catalgue $1; (refundable), 
PYRO-SONIC DEVICES, Box 711 Si4, Grand Haven, Mi 
49417. (87) 


MILITARY MEDALS and decorations bought/sold/traded. 
Current list 50 cents; subscription 1 year $4.50. VERNON, Box , 
387SF, Baldwin, NY 11510. (85) 


EX-PLATOON LEADER, USMC Vietnam looking for high risk, 
good paying work overseas. Honest, dependable, fearless. 
DON, (913) 462-3585. (82) 


SPECIAL ACTION COMMANDO SCHOOL specializing in 


Survival & Commando tactics for civil or military crisis. Write for 
brochure. $1. S.A.C.S., P.O. Box 506, Pecos, NM 87552. (85) 


THE INTELLIGENCE LIBRARY — Many unusual, informative 
books on Electronic Surveillance, ‘creative’ Locksmithing, 
Weapons, Investigations, Documents, etc. Free Brochures: 
MENTOR, Dept. G-2, 135-53 Northem Bivd., Flushing, NY 


_ 11354. (86) 


.357 MAGNUM 
or 
.44 MAGNUM 


BULLET $]95 


KEY 
RING 


4132 OUTER LOOP 
LOUISVILLE, KY 40219 


UNUSUAL BOOK OFFER. Save upto 20% Discount. Famous 
Publishers: Paiadin Press, Desert, Atlan, others. 100's of excit- 
ing titles. Regularly updated. Exotic Weaponry, Military, Sur- 
vival, Self-Defense, Martial Arts, Explosives, Silencers, Fire- 
works, and many, many MORE. If you can buy them elsewhere 
for less — buy them! Catalog $1 — FREE G.I. P-38 Can 
Opener with Catalog. ASURP PUBLICATIONS, (101), Sharon 
Center, OH 44274. (85) 


PYROTECHNICS, Smoke Grenades, Aerial Flares, Trip Flare 
Devices, Racket, Whistle, Report Cartridges, Pen Gun Laun- 
chers. Catalog $1. AZTEC,Suite 341, 5365 Jimmy Carter 
Bivd., Norcross, GA 30093. 


LOCKSMITHING: General & automotive. UNLIMITED IN- 
FORMATION-$2 (unconditionally refundable if unsatisfied). 
L.A.N.D.LS., 625 Post St., #1048F, San Francisco, CA 94109. 
(85) 


NORTHEAST INVESTIGATIONS — Private investigators, 
child custody, missing persons, indusirial undercover, bounty 
hunters. Phone (603) 542-6380. (87) 


ALASKAN Federal Wildemess Land — $2.50/Acre. (Lake- 
front and Riverfront Availabie.) LEASE Canadian Land — $1/ 
Acre. BUY Repossessed Homes from U.S. Government — $1 
plus repairs! Details, Alaskan Maps, Federal Regulations — 
$4.95/Report. All Three Reports — $9.95. HOMESTEAD, P.O. 
1510-T10, Winterhaven, CA 92283. 


FEDERAL FIREARMS LICENSE KIT $4. (Refundabie!) Ap- 
plications, instructions, wholesaler and dealer supply lists, 
sates tips! DTI, 323 Franklin South. No. 804-D77F, Chicago, IL 
60606. 


R.W. Guns 


SS AND GERMAN WWII MILITARIA: Insignia, flags, daggers, 
uniforms, camouflage, books. World's biggest catalog, includ- 
ing two large posters, $2 (refundable), KRUPPER, Box 177SF, 
Syracuse, NY 13208. (87) : 


VIETNAM VETERANS. Gallantry Cross and Campaign Medal 
certificates. Four color forms suitable for framing. $3 each, 
both $5. JOHN BERNDSEN, 909 Noah, St. Louis, MO 63135. 


TIGER STRIPE JUNGLE FATIGUES, Military Quality, 4 pock- 
et Jacket, 6 pocket Pants $52 per Suit. A.H.A., Box 21606, 
Denver, CO 80221. MasterCard & VISA Accepted! 


° 23" x 34” 
now only 


$ 400 Per Set 
Plus $1.40: 
Postage 


Set Of 6 
Different 
Situations 


TAKE THAT SHOT! 


PRIEPAE vargets f 


8935 N. 2nd Way, Suite 124 @ 


Phoenix., Az. 85020 
MERC FOR HIRE. Don't get mad, get even. Work alone, shor 
term, discreet, confidential. SKIPPER, P.O. Box 546455, Surt- 
side, FL 33154. (82) 


MOVING FAST? Keep a permanent address for as low as $6a 
month. Not a box number but your own address and suite 
number. Also avaifable — phone number, remailing, mait for- 
warding and more, ALL CONFIDENTIAL. For information en- 
close a stamp to THE BRANCH OFFICE, 3341 W. Peoria, 
Phoenix, AZ 85029. (602) 993-7534. (82) 


COVERT INTELLIGENCE — for the clever man of action. 
Samples $2, $13/year — $17 overseas. HORIZONE, Box 67, 
St. Charles, MO 63301, USA. (83) 


KNUCKS — Genuine brass paperweights. Not cheap alumi- 
num. $7 postpaid. Immediate shipment. MATTHEWS POLICE 
SUPPLY, P.O. Box 1754, Matthews, NC 28105. (84) 


TATTOOING EQUIPMENT. Coiors, machines, designs, ev- 
erything needed to start you in business. Send $1 for catalog 
to: S & W TATTOOING, Box 263 SF, East Northport, NY 
11731. (87) 


NEED PRIVACY FOR YOUR MAIL? Use our address as 
yours. Keep your true identity and location secret. Details: M.K. 
& ASSOCIATES, Box 8-F, Buffalo, NY 14212. (88) 


ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE SECURITY EQUIPMENT — 
(“Worlds’ Greatest Selection!!!"). Professional Wireless Micro- 
transmitters: 300’ range, $40. 1,000 range, $75, three mile 
range, $195. Telephone Parallel Transmitter, $95. Telephone 
“Drop-in” Transmitter, $395. Panasonic 10 Hour Cassette Re- 
corder, $165. 24 Hour Recorder, $225. “Vox", $65. Automatic 
Telephone Recording Device, $60. “Hardwired” 100° Super- 
sensitive Microphone, $75. “Shotgun” Microphone, $195. In- 
finity Transmitter, $325. “Spikemike”, $140. “Parasite” Trans- 
mitter and Receiver, $95. Bodyworn Crystal-controlled Quarter 
Mile Transmitter and Receiver, $195. Linemans' Handset, 
$150. Parabolic Microphone, $85. Closed Circuit Television 
System, $395. Magnesiumfloride Night Vision Scope, $125. 
Telephone Scrambler Set, $295. Telephone Eavesdropper 
Stopper, $75. Pocket-sized Transmitter Detector, $285. Tele- 
phone "Sweep" Countermeasure, $195. Tape Recorder De- 
tector, $695. Drugs/Narcotics Analysis Kit, $80. Pocket-sized 
Metal “Frisker’, $50. Builetproof Vest, $150. Automobile Entry 
Kit, $50. Send Orders: Microtron®, Warehouse/Showrcom 
Complex, 42-Thirty-eighth Street, Wheeling, West Virginia 
26003. Visa/Mastercard Call 24 Hours: (804) 233-8007, Pro- 
fessionals’ Catalogue, $20, refundable, Surveillance Device 
Schematics Portfolio, $20. Surveillance Tactics Manual, $15. 
General Catalogue, $5. (Delivered Assembled and insured.) 


ALICE PACKS (MED) NEW wstraps $40; Issue TANKER’S 
OD tool bag $12; Patrol whistle $1.50; plus $1 postage. RE- 
CON ONE, P.O. Box 6978 SOF, Stateline, NV 89449. 


SECRET TELEPHONE 
RECORDING DEVICE 


SPECIAL HALF-PRICE OFFER 
ONLY $14.35 


This fanntastic miniature electronic device 
turns any tape recorder into a SECRET PHONE 
BUG that silently and automatically records 
both sides of your telephone conversations! 


Connects any cassette tape recorder to your 
telephone anywhere along the phone line. 


Automatically starts tape recorder when phone 
is picked up, records both sides of ptione 
conversation with crystal clarity, then turns 
recorder off when phone is hung up! Includes 


all attachments. Completely self-contained 
unit never needs batteries! Not to be used for 
surveillance. ALSO, our giant catalogue of 
laser weapons, surveillance devices, and much 
more is included FREE with every order! 100% 

MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE. Send $14.95 + 

2.25 shipping ($17.20) to: 

UNIVERSAL ELECTRONICS, Dept. F-8 


15015 Ventura Bivd., Ste #1653, Sherman Oaks, 
CA 91403 
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DAY AFTER SURVIVAL CARD 


Whole body doses 
effects 

Daily dose effects 
Types of Radiation 
*Combat effectiveness 
of radiation 


Vital Facts For Nuclear Survival 
on One Wallet Sized Card 
single card$3 10-$28 50$125 100-$195 


SATAN’S KINGDOM PRESS 
Dept. SF_Box 535 Canton, CT 06019 


Radiation measuremante 

Shalter protection cal« 

Min, to Maximum dose 
charts 

Symtoms of radiations 


WOODLAND PATTERN T-SHIRTS. Short sleeve, $6; Long 
sleeve, $7; Woodland Ranger Boonie Hats, $10; Woodland 
Cammo Bandanas, $1.50; Cammo Canteen Covers, $6. Plus 
re festeae. RECON ONE, P.O. Box 6978 SOF, Stateline, NV 


50,000 MAPS! Big color, topographic; everyplace! Catalog $3 
(refundable)! ALLIED, Box 41323FO, Phoenix, AZ 85080. 


U.S. ISSUE ALICE PACKS, NEW LC-1 medium pack w/straps 
$35. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 


ACTION BOOKS FROM PALADIN PRESS! Updated catalog 
listing fascinating books on survival, weaponry, knife fighting, 
creative revenge, exotic weapons systems, self-defense, plus 
much more! $1 PALADIN PRESS, Box 1307-KFS, Boulder, 
Colorado 80306. (84) 


BRITISH MILITARIA. Royal Air Force, Royal Navy, Royal 
Marines, Parachute Regiment, S.A.S., Insignia, Headwear, 
Badges, Uniforms, Medals, Police “Bobby” Helmets, etc. Send 
$2 for Sr atp BRITISH COLLECTIBLES LTD. Dept. A, 2113 
Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica, CA 90403. (95) 


30 - 40% OFF GERBER KNIVES, REDFIELD, LEUPOLD, 
Bushnell Scopes; Muzzleloaders! Send $1 for Illustrated 
Pricelist! KNIVES, Dept. SOF, 52 Edmund, Uniontown, PA 
15401. 


40 USA SURVIVAL MAPS! All danger/safe areas; includin 
10 attack/fallout $3.95! ALLIED, Box 41323FK, Phoenix, 
85080. 


MAIL DROP. Total security write: Box 940, Claremont, NH 
03743. (89) 


SELECT MILITARY ITEMS. Books and manuals, loading 
tools, send for free catalog. BLADE and BARREL, Box 2121F, 
Oroville, CA 95965. (82) 


FEDERALLY LICENSED EXPLOSIVE DEALER KIT in- 
cludes: Application Forms (for Explosive License & Permit), 
Instructions, Federal Explosive Laws, Directory of Explosive 
Manufacturers, Wholesalers & Distributors, Explosive Secur- 
ity, Explosive License/permit Numbering system, Explosive 
Deaiers Guide to Explosive Requirements, $5.95; COM- 
MERCE IN EXPLOSIVES: The complete book on dealing in 
Explosives and Firearms Covers: License & Permit, Conduct 
of Business and Operations, Administrative Procedures, Re- 
cords and Reports, Unlawful Acts, Penalties, Storage Require- 
ments, $5.95. STEVE'S GUNS & SURVIVAL EQUIPMENT, 
P.O. Box 780-SOF, Mocksville, NC 27028. 


U-PRINT-IT. Do it yourself copyrighted method for printin 
almost anything $3.95. ENTIUM (S-X), Box 1650, Carolina, P 
00628. 


MARINE T-SHIRT, Mess With The Best, Die Like The Rest! 
OD Shirt, $6.50. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 


KNIVES — Survival, Butterfly, Knuckle, Stars, Blowguns. 
Many more. Catalog $1. SPECIAL CUTLERY, 1104 Lee, Dept. 
SOF, Des Plaines, IL 60016. (82) 


U.S, MILITARY INSIGNIA; 1000's of patches stocked, 1940 
through Vietnam. Catalog $1 - Refunded. SAUNDERS, Dept. 
SF, Box 414, Vermillion, OH 44089-0414, (84) 


“LAZERSTUN" (DEFENSE WEAPON) — Shoots High- 
intensity Rays that Blind!!! (CAUTION — Victims Purport: 
“DISORIENTATION!!! BLACKOUTS!!! FAINTING!!!) Non- 
lethal. Handheld. Assembled. “30,000 Lumens-per-second 
temporarily Bleach Eye Retinas!” (Similar to device featured 
on televisions’ C.H.1.P.S.!!!) Send $49.95 each: NATIONAL 
LAZERTEK, Box 2240, Elm Grove, WV 26003. (Unique 
Weapons Catalog, $5). 


TIMBERSHEPHERD™ 
TIMBERWOLF/GERMAN SHEPHERD 
aé y' rit or 3 


Scouting ° Tracking ¢ Patrol 
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““FRIEND AND PARTNER’’ 
Protective ‘Loyal Companion for Home-Apt.-Retreat-Camping- 
Hiking-Patrol.....Special Operations. Whatev !'We Are 
Specialists in Breeding, Development, jand T ig of the 
TIMBERSHEPHERD™ and German Shepherd to your 
Individual and/or Professional Specifications, Private, Law 
Enforcement (pubiic.or private). Departmental Inquires Invited 

SHIPPING AVAILABLE WORLDWIDE — 
LRRP SECURITY SERVICES, INC. 
Box 1620 Aiken, S.C. 29801 (803) 649-5936 


Send $2.00 for Brochure. 


108 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


RUSSIAN AIRBORNE BERETS, Black Beret (copy) with ORI- 
See Insignia, $20, A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, 


WORLD WAR II military aviation memorabilia and current 
USAF - USN flight ctothing catalog $1. INTERNATIONAL 
ele SUPPLY, 919 Levick St., Philadelphia, PA 19111 


G.I. SURPLUS, Hunting and Camping Equipment. 56 page 
catalog $2. RED BANK ARMY NAVY, 12F Monmouth Street, 
Red Bank, NJ 07701 


FALLOUT AND BLAST SHELTERS custom designed by 
licensed professionals. Steel blast doors and hatches avail- 
able. For brochure and detailed ordering informatiion send $2 
to UNDERGROUND SHELTERS INTERNATIONAL, P.O. Box 
16, Hilo, HI 96721. 


STERIODS. Size, strength. aggressiveness. Where to get 
them, what to pay. what works. UNDERGROUND STERIOD 
HANDBOOK tells all! Send $6 to OEM PUBLISHING. 2801B 
Ocean Park #25SF, Santa Monica. CA 90405. (85) 


SURVIVAL TABS — 15 DAY SUPPLY, $12; Issue Survival 
Knife w/ Sharpening Stone, $15. Plus $1 postage. RECON 
ONE, P.O. Box 6978 SOF, Stateline, NV 89449. 


OVER 10,000 PERSONS MISSING WEEKLY! North Amer- 
ican Tracer Association needs help in your area. Earn good 
fees. Details: N.A.T.A., Box 314-F, Boston, MA 02188. (617) 
328-4423. (82) 


WILD GEESE SELECTION Customized gold plated emblems 
for adventurers of distinction Brochure $1, Refundable. THE 
WILD GEESE, Postfach 1145, 6460 Gelnhausen, WEST 
GERMANY. (89) 


VIETNAM MAPS! 15 Military/Intelligence, war era set $3.95! 
ALLIED, Box 41323FG, Phoenix, AZ 85080. 


RHODESIAN MUSIC OF DEFIANCE Civil and Military Ballads 
on cassette, $8 PPD. TRUTH TAPES, P.O. Box 88, Dept SF, 
London, AR 72847. 


“THE ASSASSIN” 


GIGANTIC 2% O4. SKULL RI 


ACTION DE! 
P.O. Box 8372 
Pine Bluff, Ark. 71611 


501-534-5118 RING CATALOGUE 


DESIRE TO MAKE CONTACT with persons in Europe. Will be 
in the area soon. If interested in a new U.S. contact, write: JIM, 
P.O. Box 21156, Indianapolis, IN 46221, USA. 


NEED A TEXAS ADDRESS. Confidential and remaili 
vice. Postcards, money orders, newspapers. POSTAL 
Box 760127SF, Dallas, TX 75376. 


FULL-AUTO RUGER 10-22. Best conversion, 900 rpm, mate- 
rials included, one hour to complete, $10. E. SWEAT, 612 E. 
LaPlata Street, Farmington, NM 87401. (83) 


MIND BOOSTER. Your mind is your most important weapon. 
Research report, with dosage guide, covers compounds that 
improve reaction time, memory and learning ably. Only $5. 
Invest in your survival. POLARIS, Box 50118, Chicago, IL 
60650. 


MIDWEST TRAINING CENTER. You cannot learn jungle war- 
fare from books. Only our realistic training gives you the JAZZ 
for the real thing. Professional instructors, live action, and live 
field training are why we are NUMBER ONE! Brochure $2. to 
Box 2814, Evansville, IN 47714. 


ELITE FIGHTING FORCES CAPS. Official imprinted insig- 
nias, Send 20 cent stamp for brochure. A&D PRODUCTS CO., 
Box 286-S, Belair, MD 21014. 


WHO KILLED KENNEDY? Assassination research materials 


ser- 
ART, 


available: Photographs, literature, videocassettes, Zapruder. ‘ 


Catalog $2. COLLECTOR'S ARCHIVES, Box 42, Winnipeg, 
Manitoba. R3K 1Z9 CANADA. (85) 


EMERGENCY LOCKPICKING TECHNOLOGY — Free Cata- 
Heat Send a self-addressed, stamped envelope to 
NATIONAL LOCKSMITHING SUPPLY, Box 131, Bridgeport, 
OH 43912. 


TOP RISK ACTION GROUP. Contacts with individuals, orga- 
nizations and governments. Recovery, rescue, defense, intru- 
sion, training and etrateys consulting, internationally. No reds. 
JOE GREEN, P.O. Box 31991, Raleigh, NC 27622, U.S.A. (83) 


MILITARY REFERENCE CARDS — Soviet Weapons Whiz 
Wheel, $1.50; Demolition Card, $1; Infantry Leaders Card, 50 
cents; all three for $2.50. Free Pricelist— WIREGRASS MILTI- 
ARY PRESS, P.O.Box 397, Fort Rucker, AL 36362. (83) 


TIGER STRIPE BOONIE HATS, as issued in ‘Nam, TOP 
QUALITY $12, A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, Co 80221. 


FIREWORKS — Where to buy firecrackers $3.50 a brick, 
rockets $2.20 a gross, M-80s, blockbusters, and giant Class B 
aeria! displays. Complete directory of mail order suppliers list- 
ing hundreds of fireworks $3.50. PYROTECHNICS, Box 230A, 
RFD #1, Mystic, CT 06355. (90) 

ATTENTION MERCENARIES — work available out of the 
U.S.A. Top dollar for rght man, must be free to travel for at 
feast eight months — no travel fee. Send this ad to MISAL, 
1671 East 16 St., Suite 269, Brooklyn, NY 11229 (82) 


sneorenveses 


MILITARY 
Hy 


WORLD WAR II * 
Full Size U.S. and Vietnamese Medals. Ribbons, 
Badges, Fine Display Cases, Miniature Medals, 


KOREA « 


Write >> MEDALS, 2414F Cedarwood Cour 
Today! Marietta, Georgia 30067 
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VIETNAM COLLECTOR? VETERAN? Patches, books, DI 
pins, t-shirts, caps. NEW: Grenada, Lebanon Tributes. Catalog 
$1. SATCONG, Box 177 VF, Syracuse, NY 13208. (90) 


HOW TO BEAT A LIE DETECTOR TEST! Secrets Revealed! 
Free Pre-employment Test Included. $3. ACCURATE POLY- 
GRAPH, P.O. Box 6856SF, Santa Barbara, CA 93160. (85) 


“GRENADA — An Island Paradise Courtesy of the 75th Ran- 
ers" t-shirts M-L-XL $7 plus $1 postage. RECON ONE, P.O. 
ox 6978 SOF, Stateline, NV 89449. 


ARMY FIELD RADIOS: Genuine infantry mainstays from 
Korea to 'Nam. CPRC-26 Canadian Man-Pack radio, compact, 
transmits-receives 42-54 MHz, FM, 6 channels, with battery 
box, antenna, crystal headset: $22.50 apiece, $42.50/pair, 
good condition, PRC-510 backpack radio (Canadian version of 
American PRC-10), transmits-receives 38-55 MHz continuous 
tuning, with battery box, headset, antenna: $39.50 apiece, 
$77.50/pair, good condition. R-108 Field/Vehicular Receiver, 
20-28 MHz FM: $27.50 mint. VRC-7 Field/Vehicular radio set, 
includes RT-70 transceiver, audio amplifier, power supply, 
antenna, vehicle mount, accessories, mint in original cartons: 
$137.50. R-174 receiver, tunes 1.8-18 MHz AM-CW-SSB, 
military, shortwave, amateur radio: $27.50 good condition. 
ARC-27 guard receiver, single channel 220-250 MHz aircraft 
receiver: $12.50 mint. 45-Day-Replacement-Guarantee. Add 
$9.50 shipping-handling. BAYTRONICS, Dept. SOF, Box 591, 
Sandusky, OH 44870. 


HOMEMADE FIREWORKS AND EXPLOSIVES, Over 900 of 
chemicals and formulas known only by the military and fire- 
works factories. Complete instructions. Two books $35 post- 
paid. Send money order. FULL AUTO, 1715 Leaf Avenue, 
Murfreesboro, TN 37130. (83) 


HBO DESCRAMBLER PLANS. Complete and easily fol- 
lowed. $3. STEVENS PUBLISHING COMPANY, Dept. SF, 
Box 20286, Bowling Green, KY 42102. (84) 


“SEE THRU PEOPLE” ... Discover 50 secret powers to 
defeat deceivers and enjoy love. $1. NEWLIFE, Box 275-BH, 
Boulder City, NV 89005. (85) 


CAMOUFLAGE, BRITISH FALKLANDS, Rhodesian, French 
Tare Send $2 BILLS ONLY for photos and details. EMBLE- 
TON, 6 Stable View, Yateley, Hants, ENGLAND. (82) 


NIGHTVISION SCOPE $125!!! New Magnesiumflouride Optic 
{lluminates Persons at 150° with only reo He streetlights or 
moonlight available! R.L.E. #97. 7” length, 22" diameter. 
Meets government specifications. Completely assembled. 
Send $125 each: NATIONAL POLICE SUPPLY, Box 131, 
Bridgeport, OH 43912. (Surveillance Equipment Catalog, $10, 
refundable.) 


SWITCHBLADE KNIFE BOOK — Latest edition, over 80 
photos, where to buy, prof printed; $8 ppd. TANZ, Box 14221, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15239, (82) 


GERMAN WWII COLLECTORS!! M-1943 Style Wehrmacht 
Overseas Hat! Only $12.95. Catalog of pre-1945 relics, $5. 
REICHSRELICS, Box 54-D, Braham, MN 55006. (82) 


CONFIDENTIAL REMAIL SERVICES. Unlisted address. 
SASE and $1 brings list of services and fees, MAIL-SAFE, 
Dept. ASF, 504 West 24th Street, Suite 124, Austin, TX 78705. 


EXPLOSIVES C-4, nitroglycerine gelatine, TNT, high explo- 
sive, nitroglycerine, detonators, incendiary, poison gas, rock- 
ets, smoke bombs, tracer bullets, M-80s. Detailed instructions. 
Make your own. Manuals $4 each. All for $25. Postpaid. Send 
money order. FULL AUTO, 1715 Leaf Avenue, Murfreesboro, 
TN 37130. (82) 


GET BiG AND STRONG — FAST! Latest secrets of top 
weightlifters, wrestlers. boxers. ULTIMATE MUSCLE ‘84 how- 
to book has latest techniques, secrets and diny tricks. UNCEN- 
SORED! Send $10 to OEM PUBLISHING, 28018 Ocean Park 
#25S. Santa Monica, CA 90405. (85) 


Telephone Listening Device 


Record telephone conversations in your 
office or home. Connects between any 
cassette or tape recorder and your 
telephone or telephone LINE. Starts 
automatically when phone is answered. 
Records both sides of phone conversation. 
Stops recorder when phone is hung up. 
This device is not an answering service. 


ES 
size tcu~ 


Each 


$19.95 


Qly Disc Avail 


Super Powertul 


Wireless Mic 


10 times more powertul than other mics. 

Transmits up to ‘4 mie to any FM radio. 

Easy to assemble kit. 15V battery (not incl.) 

Call (305) 725-1000 or send $19.95+ $1.00 shipping per 
item to USI Corp., P.O. Box SF-2052, Melbourne, FL 32901. 
COD’s accept. For catalog of transmitters, voice scramblers 
and other specialty items, enclose $2,00 to USI Corp. 


* LAND & 
& WATER: 


RUNNING 
RIVER FORGING 
MARTIAL ARTS 
BASIC SURVIVAL 
JUNGLES/DESERTS 
BEACH ASSAULT/WAR 
‘orid's FINEST. GUERRILLA Sandals 
They're SECURE ON YOUR FEET 
Send: $38.50 + $1. UPS 
Or for more info & foot 
sizing sheet. write or 
phone (619) 436-2222 
M/C or VISA by phone. 
Or phone your favorite 
survival supplier. 
Dealer Inquiries Invited 
ALP SANDALS 


COMBAT SANDALS 


— ysno® EY 

con a ae 
e@TOP SOLES [Leather] special water resistant. 
BOTTOM SOLES [Rubber] non-marking Brown. 
@ BINDING SYSTEM (Nylon) & SOLES are Brown, 
@ LACES (Nylon) *.” Wide. are Brown. Biue or Red. 
LENGTHS: 4 to 13 ; Men: 6 to 11'2 Women. 

WIDTHS: (N] Narrow to Med: (W] Wide to Med. 

Ifa perfect medium. order (N) 

Write usual length & width if known, &/or 

send tracing of foot while standing. 

THE RUNNING SHOE SANDAL 250D N. HWY. 10 
THAT'S —GUARANTEED AUGGED— ENCINITAS, CA 92024 


Warld’s Largest Manufacturer of Athletic & Combat Sandals 


U.S. MK2 PINEAPPLE GRENADES, (replica) with moving 
parts. $7.50. A.H.A., Box 21606. Denver, CO 80221. 


HANDGUN — .22 cal single shot pistol you construct from 
ordinary tools and materials, $4.98. ENTIUM (S-X), Box 1650, 
Carolina, PR 00628. 


BE A GUN DEALER. Offical Federal Firearms License Kit, 
includes: Instructions, Official Application Forms (for the NEW 
THREE YEAR FFL), BATF"800's” & ADDRESSES, Directory 
of Wholesalers: Firearms, Ammo & Accessories; Manufactur- 
er's List, Gun Dealers Guide to Federal Gun Requirements. 
The most complete Federal Firearms License Kit available 
anywhere, $4.95. GUN DEALER'S BIBLE, the complete book 
on operating a gun store and dealing in guns and ammo. it 
covers over 60 subjects including: Adminstrative Procedures, 
Licensing of Dealers, Conduct of Business, Recordkeeping, 
Filling required Forms, Gun Show Sales, Importation, Exporta- 
tion, ial Order Sales, Out of State Sales and much more 
$4.95. CLASS III LICENSE KIT: Needed to deal in National 
Firearms Act Weapons (Machineguns, etc.) FFL REQUIRED 
FOR CLASS Ili, $2.95. GUN DEALERS RECORD BOOKS: 
Each book contains 1200 entries, heavy duty construction and 
are BOUND to meet all Federal requirements: FIREARMS 
TRANSACTION, AMMO TRANSACTION, $7.95 each. 
STEVE'S GUNS & SURVIVAL EQUIPMENT, P.O. Box 780- 
SOF, Mocksville, NC 27028. 


BULLETPROOF! Make/improve body armor; Kevlar sources, 
plans, instructions $4.95. Bullet proof any wall; effective, gravel 
technique $6.95! Making bulletproof glass $2.95! ALL — 
$12.95! ALLIED, Box 41323FH, Phoenix, AZ 85080. 


TIGER STRIPE CAMOUFLAGE Bandannas/Handkerchiefs, 
$2.75; 3 for $6.50. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 


MONEY ... JOBS ... DEGREES! Faster career advance- 
ment. Independent business pee. Newest oP ortunities. 
Free book catalog. EDEN PRESS, Box 8410-SJ. Fountain 
Valley, CA 92728. (86) 


MAIL SECURITY — Keep your location secret. Forwardin 
Receiving both mail and packages. Details $2 (refundable 
Box 70, Bums, TN 37029. (86) 


FOR YOUR EYES ONLY, the biweekly military intelligence 
summary, brings you inside reports on wars, arms sales, and 
new weapons, along with in-depth features on key develop- 
ments. $35/year, three-issue trial $5. FYEO, Box 8759V, 
Amarillo, TX 79114. (82) 


CORCORAN JUMP BOOTS $80. 514-12. Boot zippers lace in 
9, 10, 11 eyelets $9. FSI, P.O.Box 350423, Miami, FL 33135. 
MC, VISA, AMEX, checks. FL add 5% tax. 


KITCHEN IMPROVISED PLASTIC EXPLOSIVES. The finest 
book available on the subject of improvised plastique explo- 
sives, Some of the subjects covered: C-4 from campstove fuel, 
Aspirin plastique, Bleach pasties Antifreeze plastique, plus 
many many others. $8.50 PPD. IMFORMATION PUBLISHING 
CO., P.O. Box 10042, Odessa, TX 79767-0042. (87) 


{LLUSTRATED CATALOGUES FREE for 12 months! Throw- 
ing Knives, Hawks, Survival. $1 postage to V.S.1.P.A., 1422 
Del Norte Drive, Corona, CA 91720. (83) 


IMPROVISED MUNITIONS: Complete instructions for making 
nitroglycerin $5, napalm $4 and the devastating, steel melting 
thermite grenade $5. All three $12. Send payment in money 
order to: DYNCO ENTERPRISES, P.O. Box 149, Rogersville, 
TN 37857. (82). 


PILOT, Hightime, Low Altitute. Competent, Discreet. PIERCE. 
13 Park Avenue West, Source 609, Mansfield, OH 44907. (82) 


U.S. EMERGENCY SURVIVAL KIT. Never before offered to 
the public. Protect yourself from all known nuclear, biological, 
and chemical hazards. Over 100 survival items, 200 pounds of 
gear packed in three large boxes for easy transportation, stor- 
age, and use. Only top quality current U.S. issue equipment. 
Do your part and be prepared for manmade or natural disas- 
ters. Detailed catalog, $3. refundable with order. U.S.E.S. DiS- 
TRIBUTION CENTER 8, Box 2-D, Eugene. OR 97402. (82) 


COMMUNICATIONS SECURITY, DECEPTION, Tactics, Un- 
breakable Codes. New 40-page How-To-Manual. Detailed. 
Easy. $11. EUSTIS PRESS. Suite 15. 751 Dunlap Circle. 
Wintersprings, FL 32708. (86) 


BRITISH MILITARY SUPPLY, 1984 Catalog of Uniforms. 
oa & Insignia, $1. BMS, Box 21606. Denver. CO 


IMPROVED TRIGGER PULL 


The most important improvement you will 
ever make to your semi-automatic rifle. 
SASE for prices and specifications. 


| WILLIAMS TRIGGER SPECIALTIES, INC. 
RR #1 Box 26C 


White Heath, IL 61884 
Phone: 217-762-7377 


AUGUST 84 


PHOTOS TAKEN OF ANYTHING, ANYWHERE. Strictest 
confidentiality. Serious replies to: 1810 Cliff Drive, Suite 50, 
Santa Barbara, CA 93109. 


REMOTE, WOODED 40 ACRES. Perfect for survival. Legal 
access to air strip, lake, $23,950; $50.00 down. PACIFIC TIM- 
BER AND LAND COMPANY, North 10003 Division, Spokane, 
WA 99218. Telephone (509) 466-5151. 


HUGHES 500 Fixer High Time, 369 schools, OH6/DMOD, 
Armor. Most F.W. Super Cub thru DC-3. Flat/round engines, 
airframe, paint, Y TODO. Salvage, rescue, cameras, guns, 
pilot, age 37. God Bless America. ROTATION, P.O. Box 6781, 
Laredo, TX 78042. (85) 

NEW MRE RATIONS and favorite MRE components at 
wholesale prices. Free Info. RFCA, Box 1438, Largo, FL 34294 
(813) 535-7192. 

MERCENARY FOR HIRE. Short term only, confidential. 
Please send information to: MIKE, P.O. Box 865, Coachella, 
CA 92236. 

BEST GUN DEALER KIT! Official FFL application, instruc- 
tions, wholesalers, gun laws, supplies catalog $4 (refundable)! 
ALLIED, Box 41323FN, Phoenix, AZ 85080. 

AUTOMATIC KNIVES — Self opening automatic knives, for- 
eign made, imported from ITALY and Germany. Top quality 
made of stainless steel and brass, with STAG, bone or plastic 
handles, quality brands such as Rostfrei and INOX. Free price 
information; for price list and catalog write to: AFAB KNIVE 
COMPANY, P.O. Box 226, Brookfield Center. CT 06805. 
EXTRADITION — Listing of foreign countries having extradi- 
tion treaties with U.S. No records kept. $3. MAC, Box 4371, 
SE —__—_—— 
WE'VE MOVED — SULLIVAN SURPLUS, 270 E. State 
Street, Athens, OH 45701. (614) 592-2264. International Mili- 
taria. Full line of military rations. (84) 

EX-VIETNAM VET. College educated businessman who has 
increased Company profits 200% over the last 7 years, but | 
am bored and want a career change. Served 12 months with 
ist Air Cav. as combat infantryman. Entire tour spent in the 
bush as M-60 gunner. Intelligent. reliable, mature, and know 
how to get a job done. Work out 3 days a week and run 3. Am 
looking for a job that will hold my interest such as anti- 
terrorism, elite private investigating firm, courier service, or 
groups involved in POW MIA operations. Available to travel. 
Valid passport. | am no Waiter Mitty. Serious inquiries only. 
Reply to: OCCUPANT, P.O. Box 43018. Upper Montclair, NJ 


GIANT CATALOG 


LATEST ISSUE 

Books on: Survival, First Aid, Self-defense, 
Full auto., Silencers, Firearms, Revenge, !m- 
provised Weaponry, Espionage, Pyrotech- 
nics, Police Science, Lock Smithing, Guerilla 
Warfare, Sabotage, Demolitions and much 
more. 

“Tomorrow’s survivors will be 

those who prepared today.” 

* Quantity Discounts * 
For a rush catalog, send $1.00 to: 
JAMES and COMPANY 


PUBLICATIONS 
Dept. 301 - P.O. Box 6674, 
SHAWNEE MISSION, KANSAS 66206 


ALARM EQUIPMENT WHOLESALE. Burglary, Hold-up, Fire, 
Medical. Easy installation. Fast police response using our 
Nationwide Alarm Reporting Network! Catalog $1. U.S. DE- 
— Dept. SF, 109-2Ist South, Birmingham, AL 35233. 
83 


EX—MARINE VIET VET. Seek unusual employment. Inside 
U.S. must be legal. BOB, P.O. Box 1263, Downey, CA 90240. 
(86) 


SURVIVAL PUBLICATIONS! Controversial! Sizzling! 
Dozens! Survival Guns & Ammo; Silence Is Golden; Ultimate 
Justice; Voice Disguiser; Secret Identities; Iron Gonads — 
much more?! Catalog $1. CONSUMERTRONICS, 2011 Cres- 
cent, Alamogordo, NM 88310. (83) 


FOREIGN READERS. Attention! Wanted by coilector: 
machine gun belts, parts, accessories, tripods and manuals — 
any vintage; assault rifle magazines, etc. Foreign pilot and 
para wings and elite insignia. No trades. Price and condition 
1st letter. PETER KOKALIS, 5749 North 41st Place, Phoenix, 
AZ 85018. (TO) 


VIETNAM COMMEMORATIVE BEER MUGS. Great gift for 
the Vietnam Vet. Generous 13 ounce heat-tempered glass 
tank and permanently etched with name, rank insignia, unit 
shoulder patch and years served in Vietnam. $6.95 ppd. Cus- 
tom mugs available on request. E.M.S., P.O. Box 1381, Enter- 
prise, AL 36331. (82) 


SURVIVALIST! Nuclear Blast and Fallout Shelter Plans. Gov- 
ernment Specs. Also for earthquakes, hurricanes. tornados. 
$5. DIERCK, Box 657, Kernville, CA 93238. (82) 


PROTECTOR PEN: When closed appears to be an ordinary 
pen. Open to reveal nickel-plated dagger. Order now and 
recieve free penknife. Send just $15. SYBRITE, INC., P.O. Box 
1849, New Brunswick, NJ 08903. (85) 


FOR HIRE: Six year U.S.A.F. — S.E. Asia Vet. Sharp, know- 
tedgeable professional with diverse background. Personal 
agent, investigation, missing persons, courier, bodyguard, 
bounty, photo, surveillance. etc. Individual or two man team. All 
projects considered with utmost discretion and confidentiality. 
ODS. P.O. Box 50787. Palo Alto, CA 94303. (84) 


KNIFE, BAYONET, DAGGER and Machete Catalog. $1 U.S.: 
$3 Foreign. MILITARY EDGE, 3341 W. Peoria, Suite 415-S, 
Phoenix, AZ 85029. (87) 

MERC — former military intelligence. Specializes in rescue 


from cults, street, pimps. WORMS, P.O. Box 228, Hastings, 
NE 68901. 


a PM mae 
BUSHPILOT WINGS 


$5.95 RHODIUM 
CATALOG WITH PURCHASE 
P.O. Box 20378 ¢ Dallas, TX 75220 


MONEY, BECOME GUN DEALER! instruction Course, con- 

tains all items advertised in related ads. Complete Kit, $14.95. 

ies > aaa Catalog. REDDICK, 1812 Bacon, San Diego, 
12107. 


RE-LIVE THE WARTIME YEARS OF WWII ON VIDEOCAS- 
SETTE. Explosive Japanese, Nazi, Allied combat missions. 
VHS/BETA. First time available! VISA/MC. FREE Catalog! 
MEDIA TV, 300 W. Washington. Chicago, IL 60606. 


OPEN ONE-HANDED BUTTERFLY KNIVES! Superb quality. 
Surgical steel blades. $27.99 plus $2.50 shipping. Black Hols- 
ter, add $3.99. Send M.O. to: TRUCKSESS, Dept SOF, P.O. 
Box 399, Ridley Park, PA 19078. 


FREE: INVESTIGATORS AND SPECIAL AGENTS SECRET 
LIBRARY catalogue each order, $3 separate. 1027 SECRET 
SOURCES AND TECHNIQUES OF PRIVATE INVESTIGA- 
TORS: compiete manual reveals secrets. Trace anyone or find 
out just about anything on anyone, $19.95. BOUNTY BUSI- 
NESS: make a killing as bounty hunter. Complete manual 
shows how. SERVE LEGAL PAPERS: up to $35 per hour. 
Manual explains how. $9.95. ADVANCED LIE DETECTION 
TECHNIQUES FOR INTERVIEWING: train eyes and ears to 
detect liar. Interviewing secrets of pros. Lie detection equip- 
ment review, $19.95. Become Dealer. Ail Titles Guaranteed. 
Le aa lis P.O. Box 33244, Dept. SF. Austin. 


NINJA STARS: sharp ninja stars $1.50 each. Buy three — get 
FREE case. Add 50 cents postage per order. ABD SUPPLY 
CO., P.O. Box 52995, New Orleans, LA 70151. (82) 


COMBAT COLLEGE! Course listings pius sample lesson $2 
(refundable)! ALLIED, Box 41323FT, Phoenix,AZ 85080. 


HELP FIGHT CRIME — SHOOT A BURGLAR and RUSSIA 
SUCKS bumper stickers, $2 each. Also ILLEGALLY PARKED 
stickers pertect for inconsiderate drivers in handicapped 
zones, 8 for $4.95. Add 50 cents postage and handling on all 
orders. FLYING DUTCHMAN ENTERPRISES, Dept S., 13033 
Wirevine, Houston, TX 77072. 


CONFEDERATE BATTLE FLAGS 3'x5' only $12. Third Reich 
Battle Flags 2’x3’ $24.50. Jolly ae Lf 2x3" 4/$18. TANDY 
CAUDILL, Dept. M, 2896 Tropicana Bivd., Naples, FL 33999. 


MERCHANT MARINES. Seafaring adventure and employ- 

ment, Maritime adventurer gives sources unknown to you. 27 

ome directory to fulfillment, just $10. CARDINAL INTERNA- 
IONAL, Box 67, Centerville, VA 22020. (86) 


FIREWORKS: Make money PART-TIME selling fireworks. For 
FREE brochure write: G & M ENTERPRISES, P.O. Box 1512, 
Lake City, SC 29560. (83) 


BECOME A BOUNTY HUNTER. Thousands available in re- 
wards. For information to qualify, write: BAIL USA, 8 College 
Avenue, Greenville, PA 16125. (83) 


BUG DETECTOR AND LOCATOR — hand heid, cost $4000 
new. Voice Stress Analyzer, model mini VSAX11A, cost $4000 
new. Phone Tap Alert model B409A, cost $2000 new. Manu- 
factured and purchased from C.C.S. Communication Control 
Inc. Never used, sale at 50% of new cost. Inciudes C.C.S. 
training tapes and instructions. JIM SMITH, 2291 University, 
Ste. 106, Riverside, CA 92507. 


CUSTOM HANDMADE KNIVES. Also all type knives, swords, 
historic oane Unbeatable ge Color catalogs $2. DelN- 
TINIS, 107 Summit Avenue, S.I., NY 10306. 


UNARMED COMBAT. New method of PRACTICAL self- 
defense. Survive REAL combat. Defend yourself with your 
bare hands! Fully illustrated book, $10.95 postpaid. LIBRA 
ENTERPRISES, 486(S) Molimo, San Francisco, CA 94127. 


THE UNITED STATES RECON PATROL ASSOCIATION. All 
Guise or present. $20 to: J., P.O.Box 66056, Seattie, 


FREE VIETNAM CATALOG — combat tapes, t-shirts, lots 
more. Enctose 20 cent stamp to: BHP, Box 56, Dept. SOF, 
Fayetteville, AR 72702. 


MERC FOR HIRE. Specialize in short term assignments. Very 
discreet and confidential. BOB WALSH, 1744 West Devon, 
Apt. 1062. Chicago. IL 60660. 


4” Wear the Badge of a 


ry 
= T i Q T BT | 

2 NO PREVIOUS TRAINING NEEDED 
«* Your spirit of adventure, danger, and self 
reliance can lead you to an exciting career 
“opportunity. Solve mysteries, bring crimi- 
= nals to justice, protect the innocent. 
Experts guide you every step of the way. 
Men and women needed to work in chal- 
7 lenging situations, withstanding hard- 
ships, make on the spot decisions. Learn 


EQUIPMENT the latest ee techmques using 

special law enforcement equip- 
comer ats bones ment...the same equipment used 
Brintease Yetephenes Leg by the FBI, the CIA, and the 


Secret Service. Start your own 
investigative agency. Save up 
to 25% and more on ail equip- 

f ment. Send for free details. 

Approved by Calif. Dept. of Public Instruct. 


pr THE ROUSE SCHOOL of Special Detective Training 1 
i DEPT. SF408, P.O. Box 2469, Costa Mesa, CA 92628 
Rush me you ” Career Kit— | 


I sige: oS a4 ml] 


L City/State/Zip | 
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Hoisters, Lockpick Guns, d 
Wuweecn, ee Cll 

copes, Rappallin 
shee Sea Bien? 
Much More 
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DEADLY DESIGNS 


$8.50 T-SHIRT 
$11.50 LONG SLEEVE “T” 
White print screened on black or 
red full-size, U.S. made shirt. 
Sizes —S, M, L, XL, 
Specify size, 
quantity, color, style. 
Free Shipping 
Continental U.S., APO, FPO. 


Outside/Foreign Add 30%, 


Money orders shipped fast. 
Personal Checks allow 4-6 weeks. 


No Foreign Currency or C.0.D. 
100% GUARANTEE. 


TRIPLE eT ¢eSHIRTS 


DEPT. M-1 P.O. BOX 954 
ATHENS, TENN = 37303 


BLASTING WITH CAP AND FUSE. Must reading for every 
survivor's library. Onty $5.98. JOHNSON, P.O.Box 558. Ber- 
nie. MO 63822. (87) 


POLICE AND MILITARY INSIGNIA COLLECTORS. New 
book has 300 COLOR photos of federal! agents cloth raid 
badges and shoulder patches. Includes treasury. justice. milit- 
ary. etc. Also history, sources of federal insignia. legality. 
$13.20 to RHS ENTERPRISES, 20052 Moontide Circle. Hunt- 
ington Beach, CA 92646. Ouantity discount. Overseas orders 
— $16 U.S. Funds. 


ARMY CERTIFICATES, SF. Airborne. Ranger. Intelligence. 
DD214S. more. $2 M.O. and SASE. illustrated list. KEAST. 
Box 302. Springville. A 52336. 


10,000 GUNS FOR SALE. Priced from $25-$5.000. Rifles. 
shoiguns handguns, even machine guns. You contact owners 
direct. $3 for compiete list. GUNS-BY-OWNER. P.O. Box 
3282, Dept SF, Joliet. IL 60434. 


POLICE CAPS & T-SHIRTS. Largest selection of city. state. 
federal agencies. Professional quality. Free brochures avail- 
able upon request. SOUADROOM SUPPLY CO.. Box 28038. 
Baltimore, MD 21239. 


SMOKE GENERATING DEVICES. Largest selection of can- 
dies. bombs. pots, grenades. Excellent for smoke screen. dis- 
persing crowds. signaling, fire drills. etc. Large generating 
capacities and extremely dense smoke. All fresh and fully 
guaranteed. Also military knives. flare guns, shock prods, tear 
gas aerosols, and much more. Send $2 (refundable with order) 
for catalogue. SIGNUS, Box 33712-W, Phoenix. AZ 85067. 


“HOW TO BEAT A LIE DETECTOR!” Booklet exposes 
machine's and examiner's fallacies! Covers test questions and 
Proper responses. Researched techniques on beating the 
machine — an examiner's nightmare! $3. JOEY COSTELLO, 
P.O. Box 2126, Covington, KY 41012. 


ANSWERING SERVICE. Total security, $20 month. (603) 
542-2786. (93) 


SURPLUS NUCLEAR WAR SURVIVAL KITS. $9 (half-price), 
includes books {500 pages), maps, and 2 hour cassette. AES, 
Box 842, Eden, NC 27288. 


MILITARY SURPLUS. Chemical/biological warfare equip- 
ment, military, clothing and equipment. Self addressed 
stamped envelope for catalog. JR SALES, Box 4253F, Lan- 
caster, CA 93539-4253. 


GERMAN WWI) COLLECTORS!!! Iron Cross First Class with 
pin back! Only $12.95. Catalog of pre-1945 relics, $5 (refund- 
able). REICHSRELICS, Box 54-DN, Braham, MN 55006. (84) 


MARKED CARDS — Best in the Country! Impossible to de- 
tect! Fully Guaranteed! First Class, postpaid delivery! $10 per 
deck (3 for $25; $80 per dozen). RON COLLIER, Box 14190, 
Philadelphia, PA 19138. (88) 


INVISIBLE PAINFIELD GENERATOR — Secretly produces 
ultrasonic soundwaves that alter human behavior!!! Assem- 
bled. Handheld. Nonlethal. Send $49.95 each: EMPORIUM, 
Box 6396, Wheeling, WV 26003. (Amazing Catalog, $5.) 


MERC FOR HIRE (504) 356-7295. 


GRENADA! WERE YOU THERE? 4” diameter, four color 
decal showing island and key locations, “Operation Urgent 
Fury" in ‘%" ietters, send $3 ppd.; two for $5. Also NEW 
“Multi-national Peacekeeping Force-Beirut” decal, 4" dia- 
meter, full color $3 ppd.; two for $5. We have Recon, SEALs, 
SF, Navy-MC Aircrew, USMC-Sniper, more, Send 20 cent 
stamp for price list to: ELITE FORCES SUPPLY COMPANY, 
22 Orchard Street, Newton, NJ 07860. 


MOST UNUSUAL MANUAL. Illustrated textbook for profes- 
sional “mechanics” — and bodyguards who protect against 
them! ACTUAL METHODS taught government operatives! 
112 pages. $10 plus Se postage REALWORLD PRESS, P.O. 
Box 1831, Dept. SOF, Seattle, WA 98111. (83) 


VIETNAM-CLASS OF “70 


Ounce 4 


Order your|BUMPERSTICKER] and tell ‘em you were there! 
Only $2.00 each, plus 50¢ P&H per order. 
V When ordering, please be sure to include the year of duty you 
served in ‘Nam. 
acs Om *ALSO KUAILABLE © 


with same info and similar artwork. Only $8.95 each, 
plus $1.50 P&H per order. 
Please be sure to include both year and size. ($,M,L or XL) 


COLE, Box 663«H. Olathe. Kansas ,o6061 
BUMPERSTICKERS are vinyl, approx. 15” long. 
T-SHIRTS have larger design silk-screened on front. 
IN Made of quality cotton/polyester blend, tan color. 


110 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


* and particularly elite and special operations forces. ARMIN 


BOUNTY HUNTERS. Up to $50,000 yearly. Work alone or 
smail group. All parts U.S. Complete information $5. S.C.P., 
Box 1661, Laurinburg, NC 28352. (83 


SURVIVAL PAIN KILLERS, grenade launchers, TNT, detona- 
tors, smoke, nitroglycerine, gas, and more! Catalog $1. NW, 
Box 962(F), Orlando, FL 32802. (86) 


THE RELIGION OF ODIN. History, ceremonies, and beliefs. 
Only book of its kind. Soft cover, 180 pages: 17 illustrations, 
(Revised Edition) $10: VIKING HOUSE, Box 160, Lake City, 
MN 55041. (83) 


MARTIAL ARTS HEADBANDS. Ninja, Taekwon Do, Aikido, 
Kung Fu, Tiger Claws, plus list of others. $3.99 or 2 for $7. 
SNAPDRAGON, Box 1302, Edison, NJ 08818. 


UNITED STATES MILITARY MEDALS for sale or trade. Ex- 
tensive listing $2 (refundable with purchase). REUBEN E. 
JENKINS, Box 2064-SOF, Columbus, GA 31902. 


FREE KUNG-FU LESSONS. Guaranteed satisfaction, send 
$1 for postage. McLISA, P.O. Box 1755, Dept. SF84-H, Hon- 
olulu, HI 96806. 


MILITARY MEDALS AND INSIGNIA of South Africa and 
Rhodesia bought. sold, traded. $5.20 subscription refundable 
first purchase. KAPLANS, Box 132, Germiston, SOUTH AFRI- 
CA. (87) 


COLT .45 AUTO ACCURATIZED AT HOME. without special 
tools, step by step instructions, pictures and diagrams show 
you how, $4.95. GLADIATOR ARMS, Dept. SOF, 4718 Meri- 
dian Drive, Box 95, San Jose, CA 95118. 


LET US “COVER” YOU. Seeking Anonymity while traveling? 
Send S.A.S.E. for list of services. P.O. Box 39886, Denver, CO 
80239. (86) 

GERMAN SEEKS CONTACT with other people all over the 
world interested in interchanging, selling, buying information 
and gear related with military, police, survival, hunting, WWs 


ENGELHARDT, Lindenstrasse 14, 8501 Seukendorf, WEST 
GERMANY. 


LATEST MODEL 6 SHOT 


ITALIAN AUTOMATIC TEAR GAS GUN 


ONLY $790 
POST PAID 


Fires 22 cal. tear 
as or blank ammo. 
olid metal. 6 shot, clip 

fed. Rapid firing. With In- 

structions & free cleaning rod. 

For self-protection, theatre, do + 

training, sports. Purchaser must ~ - 

be over 21. Money back quarantee, '2shomento 


New Yark ot 
WESTBURY SALES Co. California. 
P.0.BOX 434, Dept. TA-8-SF, Westbury, New York 11590 


WHOLESALE CATALOGUE of Military Surplus sent free. 
INTERNATIONAL SURPLUS CENTER, 1501 Sieveright 
Road, Gloucester, Ontario, CANADA, K1T 1M5. (84) 


“DRAGO AIRBORNE WINGS.” Cameroon (with lion's head), 
Dahomey, Djibouti, Togo. All for $55 or individually for $14. 
P.O. Box 126, Brownstown, IN 47220. 


NAPALM, THEARMITE, CORDITE, plastic, nitroglycerin, fire- 
works, detonators, chlorine gas, and more. Numerous dia- 
grams included. For instructions, send $11.95 money order. 
JEFF WILLIAMSON, P.O. Box 530713, Miami Shores, FL 
33153. (83) 


WWII MILITARIA, records, flags, knives. Send SASE for list: 
HAMMER, Box 33149-SF, Indianapolis, IN 46203. (84) 


GI SURPLUS AND SURVIVAL GEAR CATALOG. Send $3 
and we'll include our discount book list. ADVENTURE UNLI- 
MITED, P.O. Box F-20138, Affton, MO 63123. 


KNIVES, MARTIAL ARTS SUPPLIES, BLOWGUNS. Largest 
selection anywhere. New illustrated catalog $1. SFECIAL 
palesie 1104 Lee Street, Dept SOF, Des Plaines, IL 60016. 
86. 


VIETNAM WAR. First Cavalry Division (Airmobile). Scrapbook 
for fighting men, 190 pages and Report of Operations, 99 
pages, 1965 to mid-1968. Collection of newspaper articles, 
photos, maps, history, major combat operations and battles, 
unit awards, list of KIA. Rare, Both reprints $20. TIM REAVES, 
517 Nunley Drive, Apt. 3B, Johnson City, TN 37601. 


VIET NAM ERA VET, 71-74 SF, seeks contract work. Serious 
inquiry only, please. TOORI, P.O. Box 26425, Tucson, AZ 
85726. 


SURVIVAL FOOD — CAMPERS’ RATIONS. No refrigeration, 
no chemical preservatives. Brochures $1. FANTASTIC FOOD 
RESERVES, P.O. Box 9596, North Dartmouth, MA 02747. 


BOUNTY HUNTER CERTIFICATE. Professional parchment 
look, gold seal, $12.50. Perfect for framing. MENDOZA EN- 
TERPRISES, Box 731, Redlands CA 92373. 


BE A BLACK BELT: Valid promotion based upon life experi- 
ence. Standard Centificate $9.95, Deluxe $24.95, wallet ID 
card $4.95. LIFE EXPERIENCE SYSTEMS, P.O. Box 68231, 
Dept. S, Oak Grove, OR 97268. Certificates signed by ranking 
Black Belt. (84) 


“RUSSIA SUCKS”. Bumper Sticker-$2. T-Shirt-$7.95. 
License Plate-$9.95. P.W., Dept. SF, 237 W. Houghton Lake 
Drive, Prudenville, Ml 48651. 


FLEEING FELONS NEVER HAD IT SO BAD! When you use 
the Nightfighter Sights Conversion Kit. The first practical 
answer to accurate night time shooting. No gunsmithing re- 
quired. $12.95 per kit. FLYING H ENTERPRISES, Dept. SF, 
P.O. Box 545, LaVergne, TN 37086. 


M-16/AR-15 OWNERS. New upper receiver turns your rifle 
into a 9 mm. or 45 ACP weapon. Send SASE for free info to: 
A.l.l., P.O. Box 26483, Prescott Valley, AZ 86312. (602) 772- 
6959. (83) 


SOG-CIA CARD! Famous “Get out of jail free" Vietnam spy ID, 
$2 (3 for $5). DTI, 323 Franklin South, 804-D77F, Chicago, IL 
60606. 
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Made in U.S.A. 


9mm Carbine 


_4 _ Design patent pend 


Ing. 
“— Nighthawk Is a Trademark of Weaver Arms Ltd. ©1983 Weaver Arms. All rights reserved. 


ga 


™ 

. 
The NIGHTHAWK carbine is the deadliest Imm NIGHTHAWK carbine ie) accuracy and 

assault carbine made in America. It is designed and dependability. For an amazingly affordable price, 

built for anyone who is serious about demanding a you get both precision and toughness. 

fierce-looking tactical weapon that provides the Ask your local firearms dealer about the amazing 

best defense available—a superior offense. NIGHTHAWK carbine. Once you've had a chance 

Independent tests proved that no other Imm to experience its awesome firepower for yourself, * 

carbine in its class can compete with the you'll never settle for anything less. — 

Nighthawk Carrying Case 

Nighthawk 3 Mag Pouch 

Nighthawk Parts & Cleaning 


Kit (includes: Hex Tool Set, 
Extractor, Firing Pin, Bolt 
Spring, miscellaneous 
Springs, Nighthawk 
Cleaning Kit) 

25 Round Magazine 

Nighthawk T-Shirts (Black & 
Camouflage) 

Nighthawk Hat 

Nighthawk Girl Poster 

Nighthawk Jacket Patch 


P.O. Box 3316 
Escondido, CA 
92025 


For more information on the NIGHTHAWK 
carbine, contact your local firearms dealer today, 
write to WEAVER ARMS, or call (619) 746-2440. 
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| 
The New iy 
HK 94 Carbine from HK 


The HK 94, 9mm Para, Carbine demonstrates once again that the proof is in the performance. 

'. This new firearm, which provides rifle-like accuracy out to 100 meters, is a direct offspring of 

~~» ~~ | --—-s HK's renowned family of MP5 submachine guns. The MP5 has gained international reputation as 
i _ One of the basic arms of elite European and American special operations units. 


. ~~ _ 
: » . SS, A Key features of the HK 94 carbine are: 
. = Performance proven delayed roller lock bolt 
, system \ 
= ™ Hammer forged 16.2 inch barrel 
® Choice of two stocks: A2 fixed buttstock, A3 
sliding retractable buttstock 
= Diopter rear sight adjustable to 100 meters 
‘m 15-shot detachable magazine standard with the 
carbine; 30-shot detachable magazine, an | | 
optional extra .. i” 
® Aswith all HK rifles and carbines, scope mounts ] | — 
_ “are available for the HK 94 Carbine = # 


AN HK tirearms purcha: - 
retail, are covered by. our oS 
5 YEAR LIMITED Wi 


SUGGESTED RETAIL P ee: 


ade 


14601 Lee Re Lee Road ~¥ 


Chantilly, VA 22021 


703/631-2800 : vw 
- a 
j , ~ c ws 
Isn't it about time you discovered HK quality? Visit your local dealer today on — 
and get your hands on this precision and high performance HK 94 Carbine. a ' 
You will be impressed by the quality and value of this new firearm. You can 


learn more about why discriminating sportsmen choose HK by sending 
$3.00 for our full color 24-page catalog. 


, 


